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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
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Economics and economics evaluations of health policy -
98407

Last update 09-09-2021

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Public Health

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Ein Karem

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr Shuli Brammli-Greenberg

Coordinator Email: shuli.brammli@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Shuli Brammli-Greenberg

Course/Module description:

A major challenge for healthcare systems is to maximize the public health benefit
while making intelligent use of the limited resources available. Due to the limited
budget, decision-makers and leaders of the health system have no choice but to
integrate economic tools into health policy. A key economic tool in making decisions
in the health care system and in particular those required to allocate resources for
new technologies is economic assessments.

The course will gain acquaintance with economic aspects in decision-making in
health systems in the world in general and in Israel in particular, including methods
for economic assessments.

Course/Module aims:

The course is designed to provide students with the economic tools to analyze and
implement health policy and decision making in the health care system.
The course is a methodological course that also provides knowledge about health
policy in Israel and economic assessments.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

At the end of the course students will be able to:
1. Familiarize, understand and analyze the health system in Israel and the health
policy in Israel of recent years with economic tools.
2 Explain the guiding principles of evaluating health technologies (price versus cost,
cost, effectiveness and methods for measuring them)
3. Familiarize with the different methods of economic assessment (cost
effectiveness / utility/ benefit)
4. Understand what efficiency is in the health system, what are policy tools for
reducing inefficiency, and the ratio of turnover between equality / equity and
efficiency
4. Apply the tools learned in the course in analysis of health policy decisions of
recent years (in Israel and around the world).

Attendance requirements(%):
For MPH students that specialize in health policy and economics attendance
required
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Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Teaching in the course will be
combined with lectures and group practice.

Course/Module Content:

-Financial tools in the health system in Israel; Financing, pricing and accounting
-Economic assessments
- Determining policies and reforms

Required Reading:
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6. Brammli-Greenberg,S., Waitzberg, R., Perman,V.,Gamzu, R. 2016. "Why and how
did Israel adopt activity-based hospital payment? The Procedure-Related Group
incremental reform". Health Policy

7. Brammli-Greenberg, S., Waitzberg, R., Perman, V., Gamzu, R. 2016. Israeli Case
Study of Innovative Payment Systems. In: Srivastava, Mueller and Hewlett (eds.)
OECD project on innovative payment schemes

8. Brammli-Greenberg, S., Waitzberg, R., Medina-Artom, M., Adijes-Toren, A. 2014.
Low-Budget Policy Tool to Empower Israeli Insureds to Demand their Rights in the
Healthcare System. Health policy 118

9. Cutler, D. M. (2005). Your money or your life: Strong medicine for America's
health care system. Oxford University Press.

10. Newhouse, J.P., 1996."Reimbursing health plans and health providers: efficiency
in production versus selection". Journal of Economic Literature 34(3):1236-1263

11. Zwanziger. J., Brammli-Greenberg, S., 2011. Strong Government Influence Over
The Israeli Health Care System Has Led To Low Rates Of Spending Growth. Health
Affairs 30(9):

Additional Reading Material:

1. Shmueli, A., Stam, P., Wasem, J., & Trottmann, M. (2015). "Managed care in four
managed competition OECD health systems". Health Policy.
2. a supplement to imperfect capitation: a tradeoff between selection and
efficiency", in Journal of Health Economics 20: 147-16
3. Van de Ven & Ellis, 2000. “Risk Adjustment in Competitive Health Plan Markets”.
Chapter 14 in: Handbook of Health Economics
4. Meltzer, M. I. 2001. Introduction to health economics for physicians. The Lancet,
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358(9286), 993-998.
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 90 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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