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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

BETWEEN FAITH AND HOPE - LIFE AND DEATH IN BIBL. -
96341

Last update 05-09-2023

HU Credits: 1

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Medicine

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Ein Karem

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Lea Mazor

Coordinator Email: mazorl@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: by appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Lea Mazor,
Dr. Esther Marcus

Course/Module description:

Study of biblical and ancient near eastern texts (mostly myths and legends)
relating to the duration of human life, sterility and fertility, birth and death, youth
and old age, sickness and suffering, faith and hope.

Course/Module aims:
Broadening the students' insights about faith and hope in Biblical thought and
their contribution to medicine.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

students should be able to:

* demonstrate an introductory understanding of important issues and debates
arising in the academic study of faith and hope in the Bible.

* demonstrate an introductory knowledge and understanding of the diverse cultural
contexts of medicine in the Bible and in the ancient Near East.

» comprehend the role of the Bible in shaping ethical concepts

- explain and evaluate the biblical background of the Oath of the Hebrew Physician.
* demonstrate skills in writing and critical thinking.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: lecture and class work.

Course/Module Content:
Lesson 1: Introduction to Medicine in the Bible and the Ancient Near East
Lesson 2: Infertility and Fertility
Lesson 3: Medicine, Magic, Miracle and Prayer
Lesson 4: The Human Body in Biblical Thought
Lesson 5-6: Old Age and Diseases
Lesson 7: Quality of Life, Faith and Hope
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Required Reading:

Selected chapters in the Bible.
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Julius Preuss, Biblical and Talmudic medicine, translated and edited by Fred Rosner,
Includes indexes.;"Bibliography of the writings of Julius Preuss”, Northvale, N.J.,
1993
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Chaim Cohen, ‘The ancient critical misunderstanding of Exodus 21: 22-25 and its
implications for the current debate on abortion’,
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Tarja S. Philip, Menstruation and childbirth in the Bible: fertility and impurity,
Studies in biblical literature, v. 88, New York 2006

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 70 %

Active Participation / Team Assignment 20 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 5 %

Attendance / Participation in Field Excursion 5 %

Additional information:
Assignment: an essay on the Oath of the Hebrew Physician and it’s biblical
background (75%)

Total attendance in classes is mandatory.
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