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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Miriam Goldstein

Course/Module description:

In this class, we will examine a number of figures, focusing on Adam and Abraham,
who cross the borders between religious traditions and are conceived of in differing,
complementary and sometimes contradictory ways, in those traditions. Our
examination will shed light on fundamental principles of these religions themselves
and will serve as an introduction to the books held as holy by the two traditions.

Course/Module aims:

1. Identify and discuss the development and history of the religious traditions
discussed.
2. Gain acquaintance with “great books” of Islamic and Jewish tradition.
3. Critically read and analyze secondary sources.
4. Evaluate and draw conclusions regarding the mutual influences between the
religious traditions discussed.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. Identify and discuss the development and history of the religious traditions
discussed.
2. Gain acquaintance with “great books” of Islamic and Jewish tradition.
3. Critically read and analyze secondary sources.
4. Evaluate and draw conclusions regarding the mutual influences between the
religious traditions discussed.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and written assignments

Course/Module Content:
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* Jane Dammen McAuliffe, "The Qur’anic Context of Muslim Biblical Scholarship",
Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations 7: 2 (1996), pp. 141-158.
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* Uri Rubin, “Pre-Existence and Light—Aspects of the Concept of Nur Muhammad”,
Israel Oriental Studies 5 (1975), 62-119. Focus on pp. 62-75, 88.
problem the :Quran the and Bible Hebrew The” ,Pregill .M * niionn 2 ni7ajzn 7y .5
of the Jewish ‘influence’ on Islam,” Religion Compass 1 (2007), 643-659.

» Waldman, M.R. “New Approaches to “Biblical” Material in the Qur’an,” The Muslim
World 75:1 (1985), 1-16.

* Qur’an 12 (entire chapter)
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* Al-Kisa’i’s Stories of the Prophets (trans. W. Thackston), pp. 67-77 &eq; |noiy, ny'
110-123.

*Discussion in class will be based on Thackston’s translation.
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(trans. W. Thackston), pp. 59-67 &eq; moiy, ny' 101-110.
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* Encyclopedia of Islam (2nd ed.), “Hadjd}”
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* Qur'an 3:55-63
* From the New Testament: Romans 5; | Corinthians 15
» Hooker, Morna D., Paul - A beginner's Guide, (England, Oxford: Oneworld
Publications, 2008), Chapter 8, pp. 81-102. Please focus esp. on pp. 91-96.
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Required Reading:
According to the table above.

Additional Reading Material:
Peters, F.E. The Voice, the Word, the Books: The Sacred Scripture of the Jews,
Christians, and Muslims: Princeton University Press, 2007, pp. 247 - 270.

Kister, M.J., “Adam: A Study of Some Legends of Tafsir and Hadit Literature,” Israel
Oriental Studies 13 (1993), 113-174.

Jacob Lassner, “The Covenant of the Prophets: Muslim Texts, Jewish Subtexts”, AJS
Review, Vol. 15, No. 2 (Autumn, 1990), pp. 207-238.

R. Tottoli, “Origin and use of the term isra’iliyyat in Muslim literature,” Arabica 46
(1999), 193-210.
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Course/Module evaluation:
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End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 80 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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