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Course/Module description: 
  Selected topics in Islamic History and Civilization 
M. Sharon 
 
Syllabus 
 
The aim of the course is to study in depth a few central subjects in Islamic history
religion and culture and to encourage the students to “think differently” namely to
examine theories, survey the sources and question if needed their validity and their
reliability. This may modify our understanding of the birth of Islam and its
subsequent development. 
Some of the subjects suggested for study are: 
 
1. Muhammad, the birth of Islam and the creation of the empire: background,
comparison with Christianity, examination of the sources. 
2. Geography and history: contribution of the various territories that came under
Islam to its early development. 
3. “Holy History” (Heiligengeschichte - hagiology) and history: Scheme and reality in
the accepted story of the Islamic rule – The Calipahte, “Four righteous Caliphs,”
Dynasties. 
4. Schism in Islam: The birth of the Shī‘ah and other independent movements
outside the so called “Consensus.” 
5. “Dome of the Rock” – Symbol? Political statement? Religious Statement?
Architectural examination. 
6. War and Peace in Islam. 
7. Jews and Christians under Islam. 
8. Reform and renewal in Modern times. 
 
Selected Bibliography 
The students are encouraged to use The Bibliographies offered in the major books
dealing with Islamic history and those dedicated to Bibliography and sources,
particularly the following: 
 
Jean Sauvaget’s Introduction to the History of the Muslim East – A Bibliographical
Guide. Based on the Second Edition as Recast by Claude Cahen. University of
California Press, Los Angeles 1965. 
 
Humphreys, Stephen R. Islamic History a Framework for Enquiry. Revised edition,
Tauris, London etc. 1991. 
 
Lewis, Bernard and Holt P. M. Historians of the Middle East. Oxford, 1962. 
 
Rosenthal Franz. A History of Muslim Historiography. 2nd revised edition. Brill,
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Leiden, 1968 
 
General Works 
 
Encyclopaedia of Islam. First and Second Editions. 
 
Shorter Encyclopaedia of Islam. 
 
The Cambridge History of Islam, Cambridge University Press. 
 
The Cambridge History of Iran. 
 
Arnold Thomas and Guillaume Alfred (Editors). The Legacy of Islam. Oxford, 1931
(and many reprints). 
 
Grunebaum Gustav E. von Medieval Islam. A Study in Cultural Orientation.
University of Chicago Press, Chicago and London 1953 (many impressions). 
 
Guillaume Alfred. Islam. Second revised edition. Penguin Books, London 1956
(reprinted many times). 
 
Idem. The Traditions of Islam. An Introduction to the Study of the Hadith Literature.
(Following the classical Islamic attitude) Khatyats Orintal Reprints No. 13. Beirut,
1966 (First published, Oxford in the Oxford University Press, 1924). 
 
Gibb, H.A.R. Mohammedanism. Oxford 1949. 
 
Muir, William. The Caliphate, Its Rise Decline and Fall, London 1891, Mew
impression 1984. 
 
Kennedy, Hugh. The Prophet and the Age of the Caliphates. The Islamic Near East
from the Sixth to the Eleventh Century. Longman, London and New York, 1986
(Useful Bibliographical lists at the end of the book). 
 
Belaev, E.A. Arabs, Islam, and the Arab Calipahate in the Early Middle Ages.
Translated from the Russian by Adolph Gourevitch. Jerusalem 1969 (The Soviet
historical attitude). 
 
Bosworth, C.E. The Islamic Dynasties. A chronological and genealogical handbook.
Edinburgh, 1967. 
 
Hitti, Philip K. History of the Arabs, from the Earliest Time to the Present. London,
1958 and many subsequent printings. 
 
Particular works 
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1. Some translated Sources 
 
‘Abdul Hamīd Siddīqī (translator). Sahīh Muslim. Being traditions of the sayings and
doings of the prophet Muhammad as narrated by his companions and compiled
under the title al-Jāmi‘-us-Sahīh by Imām Muslim. Beirut, 1972-1974. 
 
Guillaume Alfred. The life of Muhammad. The Translation of Ibn Ishaq’s Sirat Rasul
Allah. Oxford University Press, Pakistan Branch, Lahore, Karachi, Dacca, 1955. (Rep.
1968). 
 
Hitti, Philip Khūrī (translator). The Origins of the Islamic State. Being a translation
from the Arabic accompanied with annotations, geographic and historic notes of the
Kitāb Futūh al-Buldān of al-Imām Abū-l ‘Abbās Ahmad ibn-Jābir al-Balādhurī (first
published in 1916) Khayats Oriental Reprint No. 11, Beirut, 1966. 
 
Palmer, Andrew et alii. The Seventh Century in the West-Syrian Chronicles
(Translated texts for Historians Volume 15). Liverpool University press, 1993. 
 
Lewis, Bernard. A Middle East Mosaic, Fragments of Life Letters and History.
(Sources selected, translated and presented by Bernard Lewis) New York, 2000. 
 
Idem. Islam from the Prophet Muhammad to the Capture of Constantinople. New
York, 1974. 
 
Peters F. E. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam – The Classical texts and their
Interpretation. Princeton, N.J. 1990. 
 
Idem. Jerusalem: The Holy City in the Eyes of Chroniclers, Plgrims and Prophets from
the Days of Abraham to the beginning of Modern Times. Princeton, N.J. 1985. 
 
Idem. The Distant Shrine: The Islamic Centuries in Jerusalem. AMS Press, New York,
1993. (Review by Heribert Busse, in Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and islam, 18,
Jerusalem, 1994, pp. 224-226.) 
 
2. Selected studies 
 
Della Vida Giorgio Levi. “Pre-Islamic Arabia.” In N A. Faris (ed.) The Arab Heritage,
Princeton University press, Princeton, N.J. 1944, pp. 25-57. 
 
Cohn, Haim. The Trial and Death of Jesus. New York 1977. 
 
Goldziher, I. Muslim Studies (translated from the German Muhammedanische
Studien and annotated by C.R.Barber and S.M. Stern 2 vols.) Chicago 1966, London
1971 
 
Idem. Introduction to Islamic Theology and Law (translated from the German
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Vorlesungen über den Islam by A. Hamori and R. Hamori) Princeton, 1981 
 
Lazarus-Yafeh H. Intertwined Worlds: Medieval Islam and Biblical Criticism.
Princeton 1992. 
 
Idem. Some Religious Aspects of Islam. Leiden, 1981. 
 
Lewis, Bernard. The Arabs in History, Many editions. 
 
Idem. Islam in History, London 1973. 
 
Idem. History – Remembered, Recovered, Invented. Princeton 1975. 
 
Idem. The Multiple Identities of the Middle East. London, 1998 
 
Idem. The Jews of Islam. Princeton, 1984. 
 
Idem. Race and color in Islam. Harper Torchbooks, New York etc. 1971 
 
Idem. Race and Slavery in the Middle East. Oxford, 1990. 
 
Idem. Semites and Anti-Semites. An enquiry into Conflict and Prejudice. A Phoenix
Giant Paperback, London, 1997. 
 
Martin, Richard (ed.) Approaches to Islam in Religious Studies, Tucson, 1985. 
 
Tritton, A.S. The Caliphs and their non-Muslim Subjects. London, 1930. (Rep. 1970). 
 
Lassner Jacob. The Middle East Remembered. Forged Identities, Competing
Narratives, Contested Spaces. Michigan 2000 (Particularly the first 60 pages.) 
 
Crone Patricia and Cook Michael. Hagarism, The making of the Islamic World.
Cambridge, Cambridge University press, 1977. 
 
Crone, Patricia. Slaves on Horses : The Evolution of the Islamic Polity. Cambridge,
Cambridge University press, 1980. 
 
Idem. Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam, Princeton, N.J. 1987. 
 
Wellhausen, Julius. The Arab Kingdom and its Fall. Translated by Margaret Weir.
London 1927 (First published in German in 1902) 
 
Sharon, Moshe. Black Banners From the East – Incubation of a Revolt. Jerusalem,
1983. 
 
Idem. Black Banners From the East II The Social and Military Aspects of the ‘Abbasid
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Revolution. Jerusalem, 1990. 
 
Idem. Judaism, Christianity and Islam, Interaction and Conflict. Johannesburg, 1987. 
 
Idem. Judaism in the Context of Diverse Civilizations. Johannesburg, 1993. Book One
pp. 1-131. 
 
Nisan Mordechai. Identity and Civilization. Essays on Judaism Christianity and Islam.
University Press of America, Lanham, Maryland, 1999. 
 
Peters F. E. Children of Abraham. Judaism, Christianity, Islam. Princeton 1984. 
 
Idem. “The commerce of Mecca before Islam” in Ferhad Kazemi and R.D.
McChesney (eds.) A Way prepared, New York 1988, pp. 3-26. 
 
Idem. Jerusalem and Mecca: The Typology of the Holy City in the Near East. New
York 1986. 
 
Idem. “The quest of the Historical Muhammad” IJMES,23, 1991. pp. 291-315. 
 
Wansbrough John. Qur’anic Studies: Sources and Methods of Scriptural
Interpretation. Cambridge 1977. 
 
Idem. The Sectarian Milieu: Contents and Composition in the Islamic salvation
History 
Burton, John. The Collection of the Qur’an. Cambridge 1977 
 
Rippin Andrew. “Literary analysis of Qur’an, Tafsir and Sira: the methodologies of
John Wansbrough,” in Richard Martin, (ed.) Approaches to Islam in Religious Studies,
Tucson, 1985. 
 
Watt, W. Montgomery. Bell’s Introduction of the Qur’an. Edinburgh, 1970 (Reprints
and paperback edition: 1977, 1990, 1991, 1994). 
 
Idem. Muhammad at Mecca. Oxford, 1953. (And later printings). 
 
Idem. Muhammad at Medina. Oxford, 1956. (And later printings). 
 
Jeffery Arthur. Material for the History of the Text of the Qur’an. Leiden, 1937. 
 
Kohlberg, E. “Some notes on the Imamite attitude towards the Qur’an” in Islamic
Philosophy and Classical Tradition. Columbia S.C. 1973. 
 
Halm, Heinz. Shiism. Edinburgh 1991. 
 
Gibb H.A.R. Studies on the Civilization of Islam. London, 1962. 
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Khadduri Majid. War and Peace in Islam. The John Hopkins Press, Richmond,
Virginia, 1955, 1960, 1962. 
 
Peters F.E.. “Who built the Dome of the Rock?” Greco-Arabica, 2, 1983, pp. 119-138.

 
Grabar, Oleg. “The Umayyad Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem.” Ars Orientalis (later:
Ars Islamica) III, 1959, pp. 33-62. 
 
Kister, M. J. ‘You Shall only set out for three mosques’ A Study of an early tradition.
Le Museon, LXXXII, Louvain 1969, 173-196. (Reprinted with additional notes in
Variorum Reprints, No. XIII: Studies in Jahiliyyah and Early Islam, London, 1980. 
 
Cole, Juan R.I. Modernity and the Millennium. Columbia University Press. New York,
1998. 
 
M. Sharon (ed.) Studies in Modern religions and Religious Muvements and the Bābī
Bahā’ī Faiths, Brill Leiden, 2004. 
 
מ&apos; שרון, "קרבות ההכרעה בכיבוש סוריה על ידי המוסלמים רקעם ומקורותיהם – מבט אחר."
קתדרה, 104, יד יצחק בן צבי, עמודים 84-31. 
 
 

 
Course/Module aims: 
   

 
Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to: 
   

 
Attendance requirements(%): 
   

 
Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: 

  
Course/Module Content: 
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Required Reading: 
 See above 

  
 Additional Reading Material: 
  See above 

  
   Course/Module evaluation:   
  End of year written/oral examination 0 %
  Presentation 0 %
  Participation in Tutorials 0 %
  Project work 0 %
  Assignments 0 %
  Reports 0 %
  Research project 0 %
  Quizzes 0 %
  Other 0 %  

  
Additional information: 
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