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HU Credits: 2
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Dr. Ohad Abudraham

Course/Module description:

Presentation of the Jewish Palestinian Aramaic dialect that was written and spoken
between the 3rd -7/8th centuries CE. The course will be accompanied by the
reading of selected texts from all levels and genres.

Course/Module aims:
A practical introduction to the basic grammar of Jewish Palestinian Aramaic dialect
of the Land of Israel based reliable sources.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To become acquainted with the basic grammar of Jewish Palestinian Aramaic.
To comprehend the different strata of Jewish Palestinian Aramaic.
To recognize the similarities and differences between Jewish Palestinian Aramaic
and other dialects of the Land of Israel (Christian Palestinian Aramaic and Samaritan
Aramaic).
To be able to identify reliable manuscripts of Jewish Palestinian Aramaic.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures and weekly analysis of
selected texts.

Course/Module Content:

1. Grammar; 2. Inscriptions from ancient synagogues; 3. Palestinian Targum
fragments from the Cairo Geniza; 4. Magical amulets; 5. Poems and lamentations; 6.
Genesis Rabba; 7. Palestinian Talmud.

Required Reading:
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J.A. Fitzmyer & D.J. Harrington, A Manual of Palestinian Aramaic Texts, Rome 1978.
P. Kahle, Masoreten des Westens, Il, Stuttgart 1930.

M.L. Klein, The Fragment-Targums of the Pentateuch According to Their Extant
Sources, 2 vols, Rome 1980.

J. Naveh and S. Shaked, Magic Spells and Formulae: Aramaic Incantations of Late
Antiquity, Jerusalem 1993.

J. Naveh and S. Shaked, Amulets and Magic Bowls: Aramaic Incantations of Late
antiquity3, Jerusalem 1998.
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E.M. Cook, Rewriting the Bible: The Text and Language of the Pseudo-Jonathan
Targum, Ph.D. thesis, University of California at Los Angeles 1986.
G. Dalman, Grammatik des judisch-palastinischen Aramaisch nach den Idiomen des
palastinischen Talmud, des Onkelostargum und Prophetentargum und der
jerusalemischen Targume, Leipzig 1905.
S.E. Fassberg, A Grammar of the Palestinian Targum Fragments from the Cairo
Genizah, Atlanta 1990.
D.M. Golomb, A Grammar of Targum Neofiti, Atlanta 1985.
H. Odeberg, The Aramaic Portions of Bereshit Rabba with Grammar of Galilaean
Aramaic, I: Text with Transcription; Il: Short Grammar of Galilaean Aramaic,
Leipzig/Lund 1939.
W. Stevenson, Grammar of Palestinian Jewish Aramaic, Oxford 1966.
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M. Sokoloff, Dictionary of Jewish Babylonian Aramaic - Second Revised and
Expanded Edition, Ramat Gan 2020.
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G. Dalman, Aramaisch-Neuhebraisch Handwoérterbuch zu Targum, Talmud und
Midrasch, Géttingen 1938.

M. Jastrow, A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli and Yerushalmi, and the
Midrashic Literature, New York 1950.
J. Levy, Chaldaisches Wérterbuch uber die Targumim, Leipzig 1867-1868.
J. Levy, Neuhebraisches und chaldaisches Woérterbuch tber die Talmudim und
Midraschim, Leipzig 1924.
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The Comprehensive Aramaic Lexicon &eq; https://cal.huc.edu/
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Y. Elitzur, “Epigraphic Hebrew: Roman and Byzantine Period”, in Encyclopedia of
Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. G. Khan, vol. 1, Leiden 2013, pp. 843-851.
Fassberg, “Jewish Palestinian Aramaic: Chronology, Geography, and Typology",
Aramaic Studies 19 (2021) 5-24

S.E. Fassberg, “Determined Forms of the Cardinal Number ‘One’ in Three
Pentateuchal Targumim”, Sefarad 45 (1985), pp. 207-215.

S.E. Fassberg, “Lamedh-Yodh Verbs in Palestinian Targumic Aramaic”, Studia
Aramaica (1995), pp. 43-52.

S. E. Fassberg, “Infinitival Forms in Aramaic”, in Historical Linguistics 2005: Selected
Papers from the 17th International Conference on Historical Linguistics, Madison,
Wisconsin, 31 July - 5 August 2005, ed. J. C. Salmons and S. Dubenion-Smith,
Amsterdam 2007, pp. 239-256.

M. L. Folmer, The Use and Form of the nota objecti in Jewish Palestinian Aramaic
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Inscriptions”, in Aramaic in Its Historical and Linguistic Setting, ed. H. Gzella and M.
L. Folmer, Wiesbaden 2008, pp. 131-158.

S.A. Kaufman, “Dating the Language of the Palestinian Targums and Their Use in
the Study of First Century CE Texts”, in The Aramaic Bible: Targums in Their
Historical Context. eds. D.R G. Beattie & M.]. McNamara, Sheffield 1994, 118-141.
G. Khan, “Jewish Palestinian Aramaic Phonology”, in Phonologies of Asia and Africa,
I, ed. A.S. Kaye, Winona Lake 1997, pp.103-113.

E.Y. Kutscher, “Aramaic”, Encyclopaedia Judaica 3 (Jerusalem 1972), pp. 270-274.
E.Y. Kutscher, “Jewish Palestinian Aramaic”,' I/1: in An Aramaic Handbook, ed. F.
Rosenthal, Wiesbaden 1967, 56-70,.

J. Lund, “The First Person Singular Past Tense of the Verb hwh in Jewish Palestinian
Aramaic”, Maarav 4 (1987), pp. 191-199.

M. Morgenstern, “A New Edition of the Wolfe Golden Amulet in Jewish Palestinian
Aramaic”, Aramaic Studies 20 (2022), pp. 134-153.

T. Muraoka, “A Study in Palestinian Jewish Aramaic”, Sefarad 45 (1985), pp. 3-21.
J. Naveh, “On Formal and Informal Spelling of Unpronounced Gutturals”, Scripta
Classica Israelica 15 (1996), pp. 263-267.

M. Sokoloff, “The Current State of Research on Galilean Aramaic”, Journal of Near
Eastern Studies 37 (1978), pp. 161-167.

M. Sokoloff, “Jewish Palestinian Aramaic”, in The Semitic Languages: An
International Handbook, S. Weninger et al. (eds.), Berlin/Boston 2011, pp. 610-619.
A. Tal, “Ms. Neophyti 1: The Palestinian Targum to the Pentateuch, Observations on
the Artistry of a Scribe”, Israel Oriental Studies 4 (1974), pp. 13-43.

A. Tal, “The Dialects of Jewish Palestinian Aramaic and the Palestinian Targum of
the Pentateuch”, Sefarad 46 (1988), pp. 441-448.

Additional Reading Material:
The Comprehensive Aramaic Lexicon &eq; https://cal.huc.edu/

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 70 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 20 %

Personal Guide / Tutor / Team Evaluation 10 %

Additional information:
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