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Course/Module description:

The first Codices of the Jewish law were formulated during the Geonic period, and
the most famous among them was Rav' Hayya's Laws of Sales. In this course, we
will study its Talmudic textual evidence, tradition of Talmudic commentary and
rulings, and its influence on the next generations. We will also deal with the
connections with the Islamic law and theology (both Muatazilate and Shiite)

Course/Module aims:
To explore this monograph in its historical and cultural background

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
1. To acquire skills needed to read Geonic Judicial treatises.
2. To compare the Geonic and Amoraic traditions.
3. To identify the connections between Jewish and Islamic legal treatises.
4. To place the Geonic Judicial literature in the wider context of Jewish tradition

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:

1.Introduction: the first codes of Jewish Law
2.Theological issues in the Law of Sales
3.The Babylonian and Palestinians sources.
4.Halakhic rules.
5.Traditions of interpretations.
6.The Talmudic text.
7.Judicial polemics.
8.Essays in selected chapters.

Required Reading:
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R. Brody, The Geonim of Babylonia and the Shaping of Medieval Jewish Culture
J.L. Kraemer, Humanism
D.E. Sklare, Samuel b. Hofni Gaon and His Cultural World: Texts and Studies

Additional Reading Material:

P. I. Ackerman-Lieberman, The Business of Identity: Jews, Muslims, and Economic
Life in Medieval Egypt (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and Culture), Stanford
2014
in the Renaissance of Islam: The Cultural Revival during the Buyid Age, Leiden 1986

G. Libson, "Islamic Influence on Medieval Jewish Law? Sepher Ha'Arevuth ( Book of
Surety') of Rav Shmuel Ben Hofni Gaon and Its Relationship to Islamic Law"

----, Jewish and Islamic Law: A Comparative Study of Custom during the Geonic
Period

U. I Simonsohn, A Common Justice: The Legal Allegiances of Christians and Jews
under Early Islam

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 10 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 70 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

page 3/4



Additional information:
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