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Course/Module description:

The course will examine the various aspects of mishnah composition and the
development of halakha through a close reading of tractate Shabbat. The students
will acquire the basic tools of textual analysis, and will identify the sources of the
mishnah and its specific approaches, in comparison to alternative constructions of
Shabbat laws.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. Assess textual variants and their exegetical significance, and use lexical tools
for literary interpretation.
2. ldentify various textual phenomena including: literary sources, redaction,
reconstruct the development of traditions.
3. Compare the mishna to other tannaitic parallels
4. Identify the difference between early and late halakhah and offer explanations to
these developments.
5. Describe the different approaches of rabbinic and sectarian halahkah.

Attendance requirements(%):
85

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Reading sources together and
discussing scholarship

Course/Module Content:
1. Structure of tractate
1.1. Organization patterns: topics, names and style
1.2. Key mishnayot
2. Examples of textual problems in the tractate
3. Early mishna
3.1 mishna of Bet Hillel and Bet Shammai
3.2 stories in the Mishna
4. From Scripture to mishnah through second temple
4.1. taking out of the house
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4.2. carrying vessels

5. Fathers of Labor

6. Minimal amounts

7. Separate units in the tractate (ch. 9)
8. Mishna - Tosefta - ch. 16.

Required Reading:

Mishnah Commentaries:
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B. Cohen, Mishnah and Tosefra: A Comparative Study, Shabbat, New York 1935

M. Simon Shoshan, Stories of the Law: Narrative Dicourse and the Construction of
Authority in the Mishnah, Oxford 2012

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 20 %
Project work 60 %
Assignments 20 %
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Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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