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Course/Module description:

This course offers a comprehensive presentation of the literary, historical and
textual aspects of the creation of the Mishnah, from its earliest sources to the
crystalization and transmission of its versions. Each class will combine a study of
scholarly discussions with close readings of examples from the Mishnah.

Course/Module aims:

1. Development of textual sensibilities through a better awareness of the creation
processes of the Mishnah.
2. Knowledge of the major scholarly issues pertaining to the study of the Mishnah,
and the various reading strategies of the Mishnah.
3. Exposure to the main resources for the study of the Mishnah.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
[1] To Evaluate the textual variants of the Mishnah.
[2] To describe and demonstrate major literary phenomena, including
[a] the sources of the Mishnha
[b] Mishnah parrallel
[c] redaction of the Mishnah.
[d] transmission of the Mishnah.
[3] Express an educated opinion concerning the different scholarly approaches to
the mishnah and make use of this scholarship in her own study.

Attendance requirements(%):
85

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Introductory presentation and
discussion of textual examples and scholarship

Course/Module Content:
Early mishnayot and the beginning of the composition of the Mishnah
Parallel collections of mishnayot
The division and order of the Mishnah.
Principles of mishnah redaction.
The nature and purpose of the Mishnah in comparison to other ancient Jewish
writings.
Additions in the Mishnah.
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Textual versions of the Mishnah - Between written and oral and between Palestine
and Babylonia

Required Reading:
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A. Goldberg, ‘The Mishna: A Study Book of Halakha’, The Literature of the Sages, pp.
211-251

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 0 %
Project work 0 %
Assignments 30 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %

Other 70 %

home test

Additional information:
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