t
DI T MDD A

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Introduction to the History of Halakha in Antiquity -
7259

Last update 08-09-2022

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Talmud & Halacha

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Orit Malka

Coordinator Email: Orit.Malka@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours:

pagel/4


mailto:Orit.Malka@mail.huji.ac.il

Teaching Staff:
Dr. Orit Malka

Course/Module description:

The course will deal with the development of Halacha as a normative system from
the post-biblical period to the days of the Amoraim. During this period, a system of
law was designed, which eventually replaced the biblical legal code that served as
its basis, in a complex process which involved conservation and revolution,
continuity and change. In the course we will discuss the various stages of this
process, and the diverse factors that inspired it, both within Jewish society and in
the surrounding legal world within which this society was rooted. In the first part of
the course, we will get to know the ancient halacha reflected in various sources,
with a special emphasis on the halakha of the Qumran sect, and discuss the
similarities and differences between these early halachic trends and the halacha of
the Sages. In the second part of the course, we will move to discuss the novelty of
the halachic creation of the Tannaim, which was described in scholarship as a
revolution, and inquire into the characteristics of this revolution.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

By the end of the course, students will be acquainted with the main research
questions in the study of ancient Halacha, both those relating to internal
development in Halacha and those relating to the place of Halacha against the
background of the surrounding legal world in which it developed. They will also be
familiar with the main texts relevant to the study of ancient Halacha and to its
comparison with other legal corpora of the time.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:
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1. The term "Halacha" and its meaning
2. Halacha - Religion or Law
3. Biblical Law in its Historical Contexts
4. Ancient Halacha: Interpretation of the Bible or Independent Legal Traditions
5. "Ancestral Tradition" and "Oral Torah"
6. The Controversy of the Sects During the Second Temple Period as a Halachic
Controversy
7. Halacha in the Writings of the Qumran Sect
8. Philo and the Ancient Halacha
9. From Qumran to the Tannaitic Revolution
10. Midrash and Takanna: Ways of Creating Halacha
11. Expansion and Inclusion: Ethics and Custom in Halacha
12. Roman Law and Tannaitic Halacha
13. Between Tanna’im and Amoraim
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A.l. Baumgarten, “the Pharisaic ‘Paradosis’”, Harvard Theological Review 80 (1987),
63-77

John J. Collins, The Invention of Judaism: Torah and Jewish Identity from
Deuteronomy to Paul, Univ of California Press, 2017 (selected readings)

Christine E. Hayes, “Amoraic interpretation and halakhic development: the case of
the prohibited basilica,” Journal for the Study of Judaism 26.2 (1995), 156-168.

Michael Fishbane, Biblical interpretation in ancient Israel, Oxford University Press,
1985 (selected readings)

Aharon Shemesh, Halakhah in the Making: The Development of Jewish Law from
Qumran to the Rabbis, Univ of California Press, 2009 (selected readings)
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Additional Reading Material:
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Martin Goodman, Judaism in the Roman World, Brill 2007, Chapter 3: Josephus and
Variety in First-Century Judaism, 33-46.

Grading Scheme:

Additional information:
Submitting the assignments is mandatory

page 4/4


http://www.tcpdf.org

