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Dr. Yair Furstenberg

Course/Module description:

We will study sugyot from chapters 1 and 3 of Sanhedrin. We examines issues of
textual variants, sources and redaction, through which the students will acquire the
philological-historical method and the literary-critical approach to the Bavli. The
course will survey the basic scholarly approaches

Course/Module aims:

To develop the capacity to read the talmud critically, through a comprehensive
knowledge of scholarship, in particular with respect to the following issues: sources
of the sugya, redactive activity, usage of textual variants, comparison of Bavli and
Yerushalmi, transfer of sugyot and the history of the Amoraim.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
[1] Identify and characterize different forms of sugyot
[2] analyze the structure of the sugya and reconstruct its development
[3] make use of manuscripts
[4] point out redactive intention
[5] Compare the Bavli's materials to their parallals
[6] discuss scholarly approaches concerning the evolution of the Talmud

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: reading and analyzing texts
together

Course/Module Content:

List of Sugyot according to their order:
8 sugyot at the head of bavli Sanhedrin (pages 2-9)
7 sugyot at the head of chapter 3 (pages 23-27)

Required Reading:
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H. Klein, "Some General Results of the Separation of Gemara from Sebara in the
Babylonian Talmud", Journal of Semitic Studies 3 (1958), pp. 363-372

J. Kaplan, The Redaction of the Babylonian Talmud, New York 1933

M. Vidas, Tradition and the Formation of the Talmud, Princeton 2014

Additional Reading Material:
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 70 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 10 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 20 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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