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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
BABYLONIAN TALMUD TRACTATE BAVA BATRA - 7130

Last update 26-03-2015

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Talmud and Halakha

Academic year: 1

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Shlomo Naeh

Coordinator Email: naeh@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Tues. Wed. - Pease Write me an email to fix the time

Teaching Staff:
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Prof Shlomo Naeh

Course/Module description:

The course will include study of selected sugyot from tractate Bava-Batra with
emphasis on the research methods of textual criticism based on manuscripts, literal
interpretation and redaction history.

Course/Module aims:

Familiarizing the Babylonian Talmud and its research: the Talmudic way of
thinking, the structure of the Talmudic passage (Sugia), the conceptual system of
Talmudic thinking and the main practices in the research of the Talmud

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

The student will be able to read different Talmudic materials; to analyze Talmudic
structures; to use manuscripts in order to examine the text of the Talmud; to
identify conceptual and hermeneutic trends in the Talmudic material; to understand
the editing process reflected in the Sugia; to critically understand the medieval
commentaries; to apply the lessons learned in other Talmudic passages

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: text-centered classes and
exercises

Course/Module Content:

1. Acquaintance with the study materials and reference literature
Bava Kama 102a+ AZ 6b-7a: Structure and layers in the text
Talmudic Parallelisms
See Heb. list
See Heb. list
Mishnah Nezikin
Bava Batra 2a - 3a: Using manuscripts
Bava Batra 2a - 3a: Analysis of the structure
. Bava Batra 2a - 3a: Interpretation and Research
10. Bava Batra 2a - 3a: Layers - conceptual development
11. Bava Batra 2a - 3a: Creation and formation the stam problem
12. Bava Batra 2a - 3a: parallel traditions
13. Bava Batra 3a: Development of the Talmudic text in early printed editions
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14. Bava Batra 3a: stam traditions

15. Bava Batra 3a-b: Halakha and Ideology

16. Bava Batra 3a-b: Synagogue Temple

17. Bava Batra 3b-4a: the story of Herod

18. Bava Batra 4a: Amoraic interpretation, Babylonian and Palestinian Talmuds
19. Bava Batra 4b: Amoraic interpretation, parallel traditions
20. Bava Batra 4b-5a: Medieval interpretive traditions

21. Bava Batra 5a: Theory and maase, theory and proverb
22. Bava Batra 5a: problems of Mishnaic text

23. Bava Batra 5a-6a: Structure and layers

24. The Bava Batra 5a-6a: the productive stam

25. Bava Batra 5a-6a: Palestinian and Babylonian Mishnah

Required Reading:
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H. Klein, "Some General Results of the Separation of Gemara from Sebara in the
Bab. Talmud", JSS 3 (1958), pp. 363-371
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 50 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 20 %
Project work 0 %
Assignments 15 %
Reports 15 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:

1. Preparation of texts for each session is a prerequisite for participation
2 . Students will be required to submit reading reports and/or short exercises each
week.
3. During the year, students will write two short papers on the Talmudic sugyot
4 . The final exam includes proficiency test on a significant portion of the tractate

5. Computers of any kind are not allowed during class; students have to bring with
them all the study materials in "hard" regular print
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