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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

STUDIES IN MEKHILTA DE RABBI ISHMAEL: Law and Lore
- 7108

Last update 03-09-2018

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Talmud & Halacha

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Yair Furstenberg

Coordinator Email: yair.furstenberg@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wednesday 11:00-12:00
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Yair Furstenberg

Course/Module description:

The Mekhilta according to r. Ishmael is one of the earliest exegetical texts of
Rabbinic literature. We will closely read select passages of various genres both. in
order to characterize the unique approach of this Midrash both in the fields of
Halakha and of Aggadah. we will compare to earlier traditions and to the Akivaean
corpus.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. Assess the Mekhilta textual witnesses.
2. ldentify textual phenomena: revision of earlier sources and transfer of literary
units
3. discuss the hermeneutics of the midrash
4. point out ideological and philosophical positions underlying literary revisions.

Attendance requirements(%):
85%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: close and slow reading and
discussion of scholarship

Course/Module Content:

Structure of Mekhilta
Literary witnesses
Tractate Va-yisa
Tannaticic views and the Midrashic stam
comparison to Mekhilta De-Rashbi
Tractate Ba-Hosesh
Innovations in Religious world-view
Rabbis and the sages of the Mekhilta
Tractate Neziqin
Between Mekhilta and Mishnah
Exegetical revolution from bible to Halakhah
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Required Reading:
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A. Gvaryahu, Twisting Words: Does Halakhah Really circumvent Scripture', JIS 68
(2017): 260-283

A. Yadin, Scripture as Logos: R. Ishamael and the Origins of Midrash, Philadelphia
2004

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 60 %

Assignments 20 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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