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Course/Module description:

The course will present some central themes in Jewish educational thought. The
first part of the course will focus upon educational questions as reflected in Jewish
sources. The second part of the course will look at modern and contemporary issues
in Jewish education such as pluralism and the feminist critique of Judaism and
Jewish education. The course also looks at Jewish educational questions through the
prism of work in the general field of the philosophy of education.

Course/Module aims:

The aim of the course is to achieve a familiarity with some of the central streams
in Jewish educational thought. A further aim is to provide students with the
intellectual resources and tools to develop their own educational thinking.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Learners in the course will achieve a familiarity with some central texts on Jewish
education and the philosophy of education.
Learners will develop the knowledge and skills to be able to employ the methods of
the philosophy of education.
Learners will be able to express their own educational ideas in systematic and
philosophical terms.

Attendance requirements(%):
85

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Instruction will be The course will
principally be based upon discussion of literary sources and relevant academic
literature. The course will also use discussion forums on the course website.

Course/Module Content:

1. What use is the philosophy of education.
2. The view of education in Biblical and Rabbinic sources.
3. The Educational outlook of Maimonides.
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4. The “new Jew” and national Jewish education.

5. The possibility of Jewish education in a Christian world (1) Rosenzweig
6. The possibility of Jewish education in a Christian world (2) Levinas

7. Jewish education in Israel.

8. Pluralism and Jewish Education.

9. The idea of the educated person and the feminist critique.
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Additional Reading Material:
none

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 90 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 10 %

Additional information:

Student will be required to submit two short written assignments of 4 pages.

The written assignments will be submitted at various points during the semester at
the conclusion of the relevant part of the course.
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