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Course/Module description:

The course examines some of the central issues that arise with respect to teaching
about other religion in the context of Jewish education. Learning about other
religions is seen as an essential element in the pupil’s understanding of the world. It
is also seen as necessary for a complete Jewish self-understanding resulting from
centuries of Jewish life alongside and among Christians and Muslims in particular.
Depending on the background of the course participants the course also devotes
attention to developing a deeper knowledge and understanding of other faith
traditions particularly in their relation to Jews and Judaism. The course will also
consider attempts to deal with other religions in Jewish educational curricula.
Among the topics of the course are: the rationale for teaching other religions; the
figures of Abraham and Jesus as foci for understanding the relationship of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam; the relationship between interfaith dialogue and education;
prevailing approaches to religious education; educational responses to changes in
the attitudes of world religions towards Judaism, curriculum treatments of other
religions.

Course/Module aims:

The course aims to provide students with a grasp of the central issues of the field.
It seeks to cultivate a depth of understanding of the meaning of other religious
traditions and their relationship with Jews and Judaism. It will provide conceptual
tools that can serve educational practice in religious education.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Participate in an informed manner in discussion on the relationship between
Judaism and other religious traditions.
Reflect deeply on the educational challenges of teaching about other religions in
Jewish education.
To develop their own educational approach to the issues raised in the course.

Attendance requirements(%):
85%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: The sessions of the course
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combine discussion of substantial reading assignments as well as some lecturing.

The course will also require occasional participation in course forums on the course
website.

Course/Module Content:
1. 1. The question of other religions in Jewish Education.
2. The Jewish-Christian Dialogue.
3. Secularism, Multiculturalism and Pluralism and Religious Education.
4. Pedagogical Approaches to Religious Education from around the world.
5. Pedagogical Approaches to teaching religions in Israel.
6. Attitudes to other religions in pre-modern Jewish sources.
7. Attitudes to other religions in modern Jewish thought.

8. The educational challenge posed by the changing relationship between Judaism
and Christianity.

9. Abraham as a bridging figure.
10. The figure of Jesus.
11. On Islam and Judaism.

Required Reading:
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Joseph B. Soloveitchik, "Confrontation" Tradition 6:1 1964 pages 5-29

John M. Hull, “The Nature of Religious Education” in Hooshang Nikjoo and Stephen
Vickers (eds) Distinctive Aspects of Baha'i Education: Proceedings of the Third
Symposium on Baha'i Education, The Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1993, pp. 13-19
Robert Jackson, “Inclusive Study of Religions and Other Worldviews in Publicly
Funded Schools in Democratic Societies” 2015

Mary Boys, “Has God Only One Blessing: Judaism as a Source of Christian Self
Understanding", New York 2000 pages 5-14, 74-84

Jon Levenson, , Jon Levenson, How Not to Conduct Jewish Christian Dialogue,
Commentary, December 2001, pp. 31-37.

Jewish-Christian Dialogue: Jon Levenson and His Critics, Readers’ Letters,
Commentary April 2002, pp. 8-21

Jon D. Levenson, Abraham Among Jews, Christians,and Muslims: Monotheism,
Exegesis, and Religious Diversity, ARC, The Journal of the Faculty of Religious
Studies, McGill, 26, 1998, 5-29

, Paula Fredriksen , "What You See is What You Get: Context and Content in Current
Research on the Historical Jesus", Theology Today

Khalid Duran, "Children of Abraham: An Introduction to Islam for Jews” New York
2001, pages 99-114

Elie Podeh, Teaching Christianity and Islam in the Jewish Education System in Israel
in Moshe Maoz (ed), The Meeting of Civilizations, Brighton, 2009, pp. 144-176.

Additional Reading Material:

David Novak "What to Seek and What to Avoid in Jewish-Christian Dialogue” in
Christianity infjewish Terms, editorsTikva Frymer-Kensky et al, Boulder, 2000 pp 1-6
Michael Grimmitt “Contemporary Pedagogies of Religious Education: What are
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they?” in M. Grimmitt (ed) Pedagogies of Religious Education, Essex, 2000 pp. 24-52

Diane Moore, “How to Teach About Religion in the Schools” in Overcoming Religious
llliteracy, New York 2007, pp.53-88

David Novak, “The Doctrine of the Noahide Laws” in Jewish Christian Dialogue,
Oxford 1989, pages 26-41.

Adele Reinhartz, "Jesus of Hollywood" in On the Passion of Christ: Exploring the
Issues Raised by the Controversial Movie edited by Paula Fredriksen, Berkekey,
2006, pages 165-179
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 10 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 65 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 15 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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