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Course/Module description:

This course seeks to examine the phenomenon of Jewish Renewal in Israel, and
especially its (formal and informal) educational aspects, using historical lens. It
argues that Jewish Renewal is not a new trend, and that its roots can be traced to
the late 19th Century (the first years of the Zionist Movement). Throughout the
course we will discuss the inherent tension Jewish Renewal possess between
modernization and conservation, and try to build its historical typology, starting
with Ahad-Ha’am, continuing with the pre-state and early statehood eras, end
concluding with its crystallization in response to several dramatic events - 1967
War, 1973 War, the Intifadas and Rabin’s Assassination. The course will be held as a
seminar and will be based on open discussions and reading of sources. Reading
materials combine recent research and primary sources.

Course/Module aims:

(1) To understand the roots of Jewish Renewal in Israel and the different phases
along the years.
(2) To develop a critical outlook on the present educational reality based on
historical thinking.
(3) To demonstrate the combination of primary materials in teaching,

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

(1) To better understand Jewish Renewal in Israel, and especially the subject
“lewish-Israeli Identity” in Israeli schools.
(2) To critically “read” the educational reality, and examine it from a historical
perspective.

Attendance requirements(%):
85

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Pre-reading of articles and
primary sources, discussions and presentations in class.

Course/Module Content:
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1. Introduction: The Narrative of Jewish Renewal in Israel: Following Ruth Calderon
Speech
2. A Jewish State or a State for the Jews? Between Ahad Ha’am and Herzl
3. A New Jewish Public Sphere: Bialik and Oneg Shabbat
4. What Did the New Jew Learned at School? Following the Yishuv Education System

5. From Theory to Experience: The Teachers’ Committee for the JNF

6. The Anti-Canaanite Discourse: Berl Katznelson Critique of the Youth

7. Jewish Adult Education in Times of Trouble: Yom Tov Levinsky and Yeda-Am
8. The Jewish Character of the Mamlakhti Education: Ben-Zion Dinur as an Education
Minister

9. The Quest for Jewish Education: First Jewish Education School Programs

10. The Quest for Jewish Discourse: Shadmot Circle and Jewish Renewal at the
Kibbutz

11. Jewish Education as an Answer for the Morale Crisis: The Post-1973 IDF
12+13: Teaching “Jewish-Israeli Culture” at Mamlakhti Education

14. Conclusion.
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Grading Scheme:

Additional information:
The course requires a high level of reading in Hebrew.
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