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Course/Module description:

Does the Bible and its commentators present an ideal family? We will examine
what are the necessary elements for building a family, and deal with issues
regarding communication, support and comfort, love and containment, dedication
and loyalty. We will understand the stories within the context of the ancient world
and throughout the generations, through the lens of biblical exegesis, as well as
their relevance for our present day. We will consider the structure of the family in
the Bible. We will address questions such as "Did Ishmael honor his father
Abraham? How did David deal with his rebellious son Absalom?

Course/Module aims:

To learn the text and understand various exegetical approaches: Study and
analysis of various textual units, commentary and how to teach them in a
classroom.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To divide a unit of biblical text into its parts, to find dey words, to discribminate
between essential and less essential elements. To determine between differing
viewpoints of parallel texxts, and to construct a complete picture from them. To
analyze the words of various exegetes, to critique them and to decide between the
various commentaries. To discriminate between the method of "pshat" and "drash"
and to be able to define the difference between them. To explain the goal of the
book, its lessons and uniqueness in relation to other books.

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and deliberation based
upon preparatory reading by the students.

Course/Module Content:

Fathers and sons, Fathers and Daughters, Mothers and Sons, Brothers and Sisters,
Husbands and Wives, The Tests of Parenthood, Grandparents, In-law
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Required Reading:
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Joel Rosenberg, "The Garden Story Forward and Backward The non-narrative
dimension of Gen. 2-3, Prooftexts 1 (1981), pp. 1-27.
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Reuven Kimmelman, "The Secuction of Eve and the Exegetical Politics of Gender",
Biblical Interpretation IV No. 1, (January 1996).

John Phillips, "Pandora:The Sorrow to Men Who Eat Bread", Eve the History of an
Idea, (1988), pp.16-24.
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Phyllis Trible, "Hagar The Desolation of Rejection", Texts of Terror,(1975)pp.9-35.
Elie Wiesel, "Ishmael and Hagar", The Life of Covenant, (1986) 235-249.

Judith R. Baskin, "Rabbinic Reflections on the Barren Wife", HTR 82:1 (1989)
101-114.

Aviva Zorenberg, "Cries and Whispers", Beginning Anew, NY (1997), pp.174-200.
Yehuda Gellman, "And Sarah Died", Tradition 32,1 (1997), pp. 57-67.

David Berger, "On the Morality of the Patriarchs in Jewish Polemic and Exegesis",

Understanding Scripture, ed. Clemens Thomas and Michael Wyschogrod, (1987), pp.
49-62.
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Lewis M. Barth, "Introducing the Akedah: A Comparison of Two Midrashic
Presentations", A Tribute to Geza Vermes, England (1990), pp. 125-138.

M.R. Niehoff, "The Return of Myth in Genesis Rabbah on the Akeda", J/|S46 (1995),
pp.69-87.

Jerome I.Gellman, "A Hasidic Interprtation of the Binding of Isaac:Rabbi Leiner of
Izbica", Between Religion and Ethics, Bar llan (1993), pp. xXiii-xXiX.

Gordon J. Wenham, "The Akedah: A Paradigm of Sacrifice", Pomegranates and
Golden Bells,(1995), pp. 93-102.

Erich Auerbach, "Odysseus' Scar", Mimesis, (1965), pp. 9-13.

Gerome Gelman, The Fear the Trembling and the Fire, London (1991).

Louis Feldman, "Josephus As a Biblical Interpreter: The Aquedah, JQR LXXV, No. 3
(January, 1985) 212-52.
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David Daube, "Summum lus -- Summa Iniuria", Studies in Biblical Law,

(1947).

Joseph Rackman, "Was Isaac Deceived?", Judaism 43,1,(1994), pp. 37-45.
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Adele Berlin, "Point of View", Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative, 1983,
pp. 43-151.

Edward L. Greenstein "An Equivocal Reading of the Sale of Joseph", pp.114-125.
Literary Interpretations of Biblical Narrative.

E. Levesque, "Les Mots Egyptiens Dans L'histoire De Joseph, Revue Biblique, (1989)'
pp. 412-419.
Josie Glausiusz, "A Natural History of Mummies", Discover Magazine, May 1998, p.
23.
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Judah Goldin, "Reuben", Minhah le-Nahum, England (1993), pp.133-141.
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Judah Goldin, "The Youngest Son or Where Does Genesis 38 Belong", JBL 96/1
(1977) 27-44.
J.Alberto Soggin, "Judah and Tamar (Genesis 38)", Of Prophets' Visions and the
Wisdom of Sages, England (1993).

Aaron Wildavsky, "Survival Must Not Be Gained Through Sin: The Moral of theJoseph
Stories Prefigured Through Judah and Tamar", JSOT 62 (1994), pp. 37-48..
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James Kugel, In Potiphar's House:The Interpretative Life of Biblical Texts, San
Francisco (1990).
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Nahum Sarna, The JPS Torah Commentary, Genesis, Phil.(1989).

E.A. Speiser,The Anchor Bible, Genesis, , NY (1962).

Eric Lowenthal, The Joseph Narrative in Genesis:An Interpretation, NY (1973).
Louis Jacobs, "The Problem of the Akedah in Jewish Philosophy", in Kierkegaard's
Fear and Trembling, (Alabama, 1981).

Additional Reading Material:
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Joel Rosenberg, "The Garden Story Forward and Backward The non-narrative
dimension of Gen. 2-3, Prooftexts 1 (1981), pp. 1-27.
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Reuven Kimmelman, "The Secuction of Eve and the Exegetical Politics of Gender",
Biblical Interpretation IV No. 1, (January 1996).
John Phillips, "Pandora:The Sorrow to Men Who Eat Bread", Eve the History of an
Idea, (1988), pp.16-24.
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Phyllis Trible, "Hagar The Desolation of Rejection", Texts of Terror,(1975)pp.9-35.
Elie Wiesel, "Ishmael and Hagar", The Life of Covenant, (1986) 235-249.

Judith R. Baskin, "Rabbinic Reflections on the Barren Wife", HTR 82:1 (1989)
101-114.

Aviva Zorenberg, "Cries and Whispers", Beginning Anew, NY (1997), pp.174-200.
Yehuda Gellman, "And Sarah Died", Tradition 32,1 (1997), pp. 57-67.

David Berger, "On the Morality of the Patriarchs in Jewish Polemic and Exegesis",
Understanding Scripture, ed. Clemens Thomas and Michael Wyschogrod, (1987), pp.
49-62.
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Lewis M. Barth, "Introducing the Akedah: A Comparison of Two Midrashic
Presentations", A Tribute to Geza Vermes, England (1990), pp. 125-138.
M.R. Niehoff, "The Return of Myth in Genesis Rabbah on the Akeda", J|S46 (1995),
pp.69-87.
Jerome I.Gellman, "A Hasidic Interprtation of the Binding of Isaac:Rabbi Leiner of
Izbica", Between Religion and Ethics, Bar llan (1993), pp. xXiii-xXiX.
Gordon J. Wenham, "The Akedah: A Paradigm of Sacrifice", Pomegranates and
Golden Bells,(1995), pp. 93-102.
Erich Auerbach, "Odysseus' Scar", Mimesis, (1965), pp. 9-13.
Gerome Gelman, The Fear the Trembling and the Fire, London (1991).
Louis Feldman, "Josephus As a Biblical Interpreter: The Aquedah, JQR LXXV, No. 3
(January, 1985) 212-52.
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David Daube, "Summum lus -- Summa Iniuria", Studies in Biblical Law,

(1947).

Joseph Rackman, "Was Isaac Deceived?", Judaism 43,1,(1994), pp. 37-45.
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Adele Berlin, "Point of View", Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative, 1983,
pp. 43-151.

Edward L. Greenstein "An Equivocal Reading of the Sale of Joseph", pp.114-125.
Literary Interpretations of Biblical Narrative.

E. Levesque, "Les Mots Egyptiens Dans L'histoire De Joseph, Revue Biblique, (1989)'
pp. 412-419.
Josie Glausiusz, "A Natural History of Mummies", Discover Magazine, May 1998, p.
23.
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Judah Goldin, "Reuben", Minhah le-Nahum, England (1993), pp.133-141.
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Judah Goldin, "The Youngest Son or Where Does Genesis 38 Belong", JBL 96/1

(1977) 27-44.

J.Alberto Soggin, "Judah and Tamar (Genesis 38)", Of Prophets' Visions and the

Wisdom of Sages, England (1993).

Aaron Wildavsky, "Survival Must Not Be Gained Through Sin: The Moral of theJoseph
Stories Prefigured Through Judah and Tamar", JSOT 62 (1994), pp. 37-48..
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James Kugel, In Potiphar's House:The Interpretative Life of Biblical Texts, San

Francisco (1990).
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Nahum Sarna, The JPS Torah Commentary, Genesis, Phil.(1989).
E.A. Speiser,The Anchor Bible, Genesis, , NY (1962).

Eric Lowenthal, The Joseph Narrative in Genesis:An Interpretation, NY (1973).
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Louis Jacobs, "The Problem of the Akedah in Jewish Philosophy", in Kierkegaard's
Fear and Trembling, (Alabama, 1981).

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 40 %

Project work 60 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:

page 10/ 10


http://www.tcpdf.org

