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Windows to Israeli Society through Literature
Revised 2024

Week 1 Session |

Connections to the Land p 4

* Jerusalem is a Place Yehuda Amichai

 From the Top of Mt Scopus Avigdor Hameiri

* To my Land Rachel

* Oh my Land Rachel

* Pine Tree Leah Goldberg

* Song of the Land Asher Reich

Week 1 Session Il p 9

Biblical Motifs The Binding

* The Meaning of the Akedah in Israeli Culture and Jewish Tradition Abraham Sagi
o https://muse.jhu.edu/article/179160/summary

* Heritage Haim Guri

* Three Sons Yehuda Amichai

* Every Year Yehuda Amichai

* Bereshit (Genesis) Yehudit Kafri

Asynchronic session Jerusalem Is a Place Yehuda Amichai

Week 2 Session | P 13

Biblical Motifs Challenging Views

e Modern Midrash: The Biblical Canon and Modern Literature Gershon Shaked
AJS Review Vol. 28, No. 1 (Apr., 2004), pp. 43-62
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41315097seq&eq;1/subjects
e Bathsheba Yehiel Mar

e Rachel Shulamith Hava Halevi

e His Mother Haim Guri

* Joseph Judith Kafri

 When He Came to the Field Uzi Shavit

* Finally She Speaks Tehiya Bat Oren
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Week 2 Session Il P 20
The Mizrachi Voice

Seen by Others - Finding Their Own Voice
* Danino's Race Nathan Alterman

* Children are Joy Yehoshua Sobol

* Galut Balfour Hakak

» Song for Zohara Alfasia Erez Biton

* Poverty Line Ronny Somek

* When | Mois Benarroch

* Black on Black Adi Keisar

* The Frecha Song Assi Dayan

* Frecha 2020 Chana Vazana
Asynchronic session The Frecha Song

Week 3 Session | Echoes of the Holocaust P 33

* You Mustn't Show Weakness Yehuda Amichai

* Kodesh Ha’ Kodashim Uri Tzvi Greenberg

* | Was Not There Gil Nativ

* The Day of Commemoration and the Rebels Nathan Alterman
* Facing the Glass Booth Haim Gouri

* Who Michal Govrin

Week 3 Session Il Poems in the Wake of 7.10.2023 P 47
* Homefront Command’s New Regulations for Small Talk
Lital Kaplan

* Kadish Asaf Gur

* lllusion Michael Zatz

* Beeri Adi Blechman Sofer

Week 4 session | P 57

The Image of the Other

* An Arab Shepherd is Searching Yehuda Amichai

* The Diameter of the Bomb Yehuda Amichai

» The Lover (excerpt) A.B. Yehoshua

» Transistor Muezzin Agi Mishol

» Woman Martyr Agi Mishol

Week 4 Session Il The Other as a Mirror P 63

The Arab Image in Hebrew School Textbooks By Daniel Bar-Tal
https://www.pij.org/articles/884/the-arab-image-in-hebrew-school-textbooks
* Trumpet in the Wadi (excerpt) Sammy Michael

* Haifa Wadi Nisnass Emile Habibi

* Jaffa Land of Oranges Ghassan Kanafani

* Revenge Taha Muchamad Ali

A Synchronic session Revenge - Taha Muchamad Ali

Week 1 Session | Connections to the Land
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From the Songs of Zion the Beautiful
Yehuda Amichai

Jerusalem's a place where everyone remembers
He’s forgotten something

But doesn't remember what it is.

And for the sake of remembering

| wear my father's face over mine.

This is the city where my dream-containers fill up
Like a diver's oxygen tanks.

Its holiness

Sometimes turns into love.

And the questions that are asked in these hills
Are the same as they've always been: "Have you
Seen my sheep?" "Have you seen

My shepherd?"

And the door of my house stands open like a tomb
Where someone was resurrected.
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Pine Tree Lea Goldberg

Translation: Rachel Tzvia Back

Here | will not hear the voice of the cuckoo.
Here the tree will not wear a cape of snow.
But it is here in the shade of these pines
My whole childhood reawakens.

The chime of the needles: Once upon a time
| called the snow-space homeland,

And the green ice at the river's edge -

Was the poem's grammar in a foreign place.

Perhaps only migrating birds know -
Suspended between earth and sky -
The heartache of two homelands.
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With you I was transplanted twice,
With you, pine trees, | grew -
Roots in two disparate landscapes.
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Song of the Land Asher Reich

High from a penthouse you can’t see
The beauty of the land for which we were Killed.

Standing upright | bless this ground
I live on her clods of earth, | am lengthened in the abundance of her shadows
This thrilling earth for which | am a living wall

A walkway and a canopy over her, my life is bound up with her
Every breath is for her. This is the earth upon which

| shed my blood, treading out my days in silence

Anointing her with the splendor of my seed after me. Earth.

Upon which I tread

And silence the pain of her wounds, cavity by cavity.
This is the land where | am a remnant and a refugee
Living in desolation above her, gradually fading

The heavens are the heavens of the Lord.
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Week 1 Session Il - Biblical Motifs: Binding
Heritage Haim Gouri

The ram came last

And Abraham did not know that he

Came in answer to the boy’s request

His first strength at the time of the waning day.

The old man raised his head.

When he saw that he was not dreaming
And the angel stood —

With the knife falling from its hand.

The child, freed of his bonds
Saw his father’s back.

Yitzhak, it is said, was not offered as a sacrifice.
He lived a very long time,
Seeing the good, until the light of his eyes dimmed.

But he bequeathed that hour to his descendants.
They were born
With a knife in their heart.

Three Sons
Yehuda Amichai

Abraham had three sons, not two.

Abraham had three sons, Ishmael, Yitzhak and Yivke.

Nobody ever heard about Yivke, because he was the small one
The beloved son who was sacrificed on Mount Moriah.

Ishmael was saved by his mother Hagar, Yitzhak was rescued by the angel,
But nobody saved Yivke. When he was small

His father lovingly named him Yivke, Yivk, my lovely little Yevk.
But he sacrificed him at the Akeda.

The Torah says it was a ram, but it was Yivke.

Yishmael never again heard God.

Yitzhak never laughed again

And Sarah only laughed once, never again.

Abraham had three sons,

Yishma, Yitzhak, Yivke,

Ishmael, Yitzhak-el, Yivke-El.
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Every Year Yehuda Amichai

Every year our father Abraham takes his sons to Mount Moriah, the same way that |
take my children to the Negev hills where my war took place.

Abraham walks with his sons: this is where | left the servants, that’s where | tied
the ass to the tree at the foot of the hill, and here, right at this spot, you asked me,
Isaac my son: Here is the fire and the wood but where is the lamb for the sacrifice?

A little further up you asked me again.

When they reached the top of the mountain they rested awhile and ate
And drank, and he showed them the thicket where the ram was caught by its
horns.

And when Abraham died, Isaac took his sons to the same spot.

“Here | lifted up the wood and that’s where | stopped for breath, this is where |
asked my father and he replied, God will provide the lamb for the sacrifice, and
that’s where | knew that it was me.”

And when Isaac became blind his sons brought him to that same Mount Moriah and
described to him in words
All those things that he may already have forgotten.
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Week 2 Session 1 Biblical Motifs Challenging Views

BATHSHEBA Yehiel Mar

Oh, the wiles of women! Not for nothing did you climb on the roof,

Not for nothing did your clothes drop down, the one with the beautiful garment! (no:

(1220
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Your heart was wide, Bathsheba, it rejoiced -
And the king’s palaces opposite glittered enticingly...

For many nights, certainly, when sleep eluded you

The fabric of yearning, you spun feverish thirst.

You interwove the warp of shame with the weft of your desire

And shivers overcame you, waves of joy and fear...

Until the day you prepared your arrow, the arrow that never misses
The torch of your body burned, sealing the king’s fate.

And you said innocently:

The king seduced me!

He is imprinted in your flesh,

And Uriah to the javelin!
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RACHEL Shulamith Hava Halevi
It wasn’t enough for you,
Beautiful and beloved, more than the mother of sons,
You refused to rejoice.

When He opened your womb you said to God, it is not enough.

You did not look at your infant in wonder: See the fairest of sons

You are not enough, you told him, and you decreed his name - Joseph
With that, you decreed that you would die

And he would be an orphan!

Desire is nestled in your womb

You buy mandrakes in exchange for nights of loneliness
Wailing over sons that will not be

Embroidering little coats with wormwood blossoms
Nobody understood the gushing mourning

Nobody wept
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For you.

It was not enough for you
To be his beloved

You died in the fullness of your beauty in the midst of the journey

With all your lust in your womb.

Stop crying

There is nobody here

You will wake alone

At the end of days your sister will awaken
On the right side of your husband.
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HIS MOTHER Haim Guri

Years ago, at the end of the song of Deborah,

| heard the silence of Sisera’s chariot, delaying to come,
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Looking at Sisera’s mother as she gazed through the window,
A woman with a silver streak in her hair.

Spoil of embroidered cloths,

A couple of embroidered cloths round every neck as spoil, the girls saw
At the same time that he lay in the tent as if sleeping.

His hands very empty,

On his chin traces of milk, honey and blood.

The silence was not broken by horses and chariots,
Even the girls fell silent, one by one.

My silence touched theirs.

After a while the sun had set.

After a while the twilight was extinguished.

The land was quiet for forty years. For forty years
The horses didn’t gallop; the dead riders didn’t pierce with eyes of glass.
But she died, soon after the death of her son.
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Joseph

Judith Kafri

| freely admit

That you caught me unprepared,

I hardly knew

Where to find the Dothan Valley

What are our rights to it

And on which side

The Green Line passes it.

It was only at the end of the week

That | suddenly remembered

There’s a deep pit there

Where a man sits on scorpions

and screams like mad.

Everybody flees from him,

The cries of a madman are frightful.

Just one woman, especially brave,
Approaches the edge of the pit and says:
If you weren’t so agitated

We would understand what you are saying.
He is screaming in pain

Lord of the Universe, have mercy on him!
Now I’'m quite sure | know

That Dothan Valley is located

in the Book of Genesis.

Our sole right to it is,

That we did terrible things there

to our little brother, to our brother.

WHEN HE CAME TO THE FIELD

Uzi Shavit

When he came to the field

And ten surrounded him

He didn’t cry out, neither did he weep
He didn’t cry out bitterly

He didn’t raise his voice

When they stripped him of his coat
He didn’t plead with them

When they threw him in the pit -

But he thought: How strange
Are the ways of God,

How lonely a man can be
Among ten brothers.
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FINALLY SHE SPEAKS
Tehiya Bat Oren

| am Mother Eve
I am my mother
I am a rib of your rib, you are a rib of mine

How they confused that which stood between us

I did not extinguish the candle of the world
Nor will I light Shabbat candles to atone

| did not entice the man You gave me
Who, just like the woman You gave him,
preferred knowledge

Over painless nakedness

How they confused our love

The curse turned into a blessing

(as if the blessed God - didn’t know)

My desire is to my man, He decreed,

To whom else?

He will rule over me, He sought to curse
But instead blessed my soft man

That he should not fear to know -

How they confused our knowledge!

Week 2 Session 2
The Mizrachi Voice
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Lesson 1 Seen by Others - Finding Their Own Voice
Danino’s Race - Natan Alterman

A week ago the Davar newspaper wrote

in glowing terms about our branch. Those appointed to check

and classify, in the name of the Return to Zion and in the name of
its law, those families from the Moroccan Diaspora.

The article described, firmly and with emphasis,

the difficulties encountered by those who classify... how the work smokes
and smolders... how their doubting hearts mutiny

so that they even lose their sleep...

| read it all, fully understanding

the holy nature of their work - they find themselves in the narrow straits
between their duty, and the tears and rebellion,

the wiles, of those awaiting the decree.

And yet, as | read this description,

| felt: that this soul searching is

Not the main issue.

It is, despite everything, only secondary.

It is, despite everything, only secondary.

As regards its importance for the individual
And even for the general public,

As opposed to the significance of the rebellion
And the battering force

Of such a clause:

“You should have seen us at work two months ago, before they did away with the
restriction on the number of children. There were parents who actually didn’t
believe us when we told them they cannot immigrate with more than five children.
How can it be - they wept - that we can support five but not the others? In one of
the small towns there was a young man, a plumber, a healthy, strapping fellow. He
had seven cute kids, ranged according to height, aged twelve to two. At first he
assumed | was joking. He simply stood there laughing happily, thinking he
understood the jest. But gradually the meaning began to penetrate... he was
terrible in his anger. “You see these two?” he yelled, “I’'m going to strangle them on
the spot. Two of them will die and then there will be five.”

A. Oren, “Davar”, quoting one of the screening committee

Yes, a news item like this one, | don’t know
how you feel about it. | feel that maybe
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when this law was passed, the earth quaked
beneath us, and cried out: “They - not you - are my children!”

In my opinion, by so doing we have twisted and distorted

the foundation that creates a nation, its nature has been perverted
its strength has been damaged, it has been weakened by the burden
of those two infants, among the seven.

In my opinion, facing the podium of judges

in all those halls where they check and classify, stands motionless
the Return to Zion, daily slapped in the face

by the hand of a convenient, craven law.

“The restriction was lifted two months ago”... yes.
But in itself it is only a small detail. So let’s bring another paragraph.
It’s hard to believe what it says, but let’s listen attentively:

“David Danino’s identity card indicates that he is incapable of physical labor. The
doctor was told that he limps a little. The doctor asked Danino to run a few steps.
Danino understood that he was facing a fateful test. He leaped forward with more
energy than necessary, endeavoring to prove that he can walk and run with ease.
He returns and stands before the doctor, his eyes pleading dumbly. The doctor is
certain that Danino’s deficiency does not disqualify him. In the hall, decorated with
pictures of the king and his flags, the disqualified families are sobbing - while those
families found eligible for Aliyah disperse quietly, secure in their anticipation of a

great future.”
S. Tevet, “Ha’aretz”

Yes, this item too is not missing.

It, too, must not be forgotten, this silent page of shame.
This disgraceful page about the father who leaped, leaped
and ran, while his little ones looked on silently.

A page of shame about a father for whom the Return to Zion
decreed that he should jump, and he, in his circle,

hastened, hurried, with a prayer in his heart to God above

to help him, that we shouldn’t discern the defect in his leqg...

And God above heard! This is what God said to him:
“Run, run, my servant Danino... run, don’t stumble.
I am with you! If this is the Law of Israel,

We will prevail together, as one!

Run, run, my servant Danino... | am your help...
Run, run, don’t be afraid, because | will hide your blemish.
But I will not hide the insult to the revival of My people
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whose brightness sparkles in your tears.”

kkokskokokskokokokokskokskkok sk skok sk sk sk ko k sk k kok sk kok sk sk sk ok k sk k kok sk kok sk sk sk sk kkok sk kok

I do not know what you may think, as long as
We still have (in spite of bad mouth and bad pen expressions) some might and

dignity
To give up the luxury of this insult

Even if we recon and calculate to check
Our standard of living to its top,

we do not have the slightest right to refuse

Immigrant Danino, regardless of his limp,
As long as we still live off him a bit
In the name of fundraising for Aliya

If we do not change these ways

We will distort the principal

For which Zion stood at war

For which it may yet have to battle more.
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Children Are Happiness Joshua Sobol
Melody: Shlomo Bar

Have two have three

have four children

You get housing with an entrance and a kitchen
And two small rooms

Have four have five

Have six children

You'll get pleasure and respect from your relatives
You love children

Children are happiness
Children are a blessing
You have hearts of gold
It’s written in the Torah
Maybe in the Gemara
Go ask the rabbi

Have six have seven

Have eight children

It’s not a joke

The country needs lots of wonderful youngsters
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Have a dozen and why not eighteen?
Have twenty children

God will provide

And so will Welfare

Whatever children need

God is great

It’s hard for Him to bear

That one gets everything

He showers one with money, strength and fun
And to you He gives children

Galut (Exile)
Balfour Hakak

My grandfather’s priestly garments were transparent
His mother embroidered the hem of his blue robe
With beautiful gold bands.

She took pleasure etching his name

In letters of silver, pure light.

My grandfather, Murad ben Raphael Hakak

Like Abraham from Ur, my grandfather came up
From that same land, in the same manner.

He came to the same homeland.

No longer did he have

His gorgeous robe.

His supremacy was gone

His face shone with grief

The silver was tarnished

And the gold butchered.

My grandfather was a peddler in the markets, selling his treasures
Tattered clothing, second-rate merchandise
Slow of speech, a forsaken prophet.

My grandfather was a sorrowful king.

He was born to silken garments, rich embroidery and fine raiment.
But when he was exiled to the land

His clothes were spoiled and his splendor ruined.

When he died they draped him in his shroud like a splendid robe
The Tallit he received from his father, his inheritance

Was etched with the blue letters of holiness.

Along the whole length of the Tallit | thought | could see
Beautiful bands of gold. Pure light.
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My grandfather. Murad ben Raphael Hakak

Song of Zohara Alfasia Erez Biton

Zohara Alfasia

Court singer to Mohammed the Fifth in Rabat, Morocco.
They say that when she sang,

Soldiers fought with knives

To clear a path through the throng

Trying to touch the hem of her garment

To kiss her fingertips

To place a one-rial coin in gratitude

Zohara Alfasia,

Today, she can be found

In Ashkelon, in Archaeology Quarter C, next to the Welfare Bureau,
The leftover smell of sardine tins on a rickety three-legged table,
Sumptuous royal carpets, stained, on a Jewish Agency bed,
In a confused morning robe

Hours before the mirror

In shades of cheap makeup

And when she says:

Mohammed the Fifth, apple of our eye

At first you don’t understand.

Zohara Alfasia’s voice is hoarse,

Her heart is pure and her eyes are sated with love.

Zohara Alfasia.

Poverty Line Ronny Somek

As if one could really draw a line and say: Below this is poverty.
This bread, the color of cheap makeup

Has turned black

And the olives in a small dish

On the tablecloth.

In the air, doves flew in saluting flight

To the sounds of the bell held by the kerosene seller in his red cart,
There was also the sound of rubber boots landing in muddy earth.

| was a child, in a house they called a hut,

In a neighborhood they called a ma’abara (transit camp).

The only line | saw was the horizon. Beneath it everything looked like
Poverty.
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Week 3 Session 1 Echoes of the Holocaust
Lesson 1 Changing Messages

You Must Not Show Weakness - Yehuda Amichai
You mustn't show weakness

and you've got to have a tan.

But sometimes | feel like the thin veils

of Jewish women who faint

at weddings and on Yom Kippur.

You mustn't show weakness
and you've got to make a list
of all the things you can load

in a baby carriage without a baby.

This is the way things stand now:

if I pull out the stopper

after pampering myself in the bath,

I'm afraid that all of Jerusalem, and with it the whole world,
will drain out into the huge darkness.

In the daytime | lay traps for my memories
and at night | work in the Balaam Mills,
turning curse into blessing and blessing into curse.

And don't ever show weakness.

Sometimes | come crashing down inside myself
without anyone noticing. I'm like an ambulance
on two legs, hauling the patient

inside me to Last Aid
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with the wailing of cry of a siren,
and people think it's ordinary speech.

Translated by Chana Bloch and Stephen Mitchell
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Kodesh Hakodashim - Uri Tzvi Grinberg (excerpt)

At the last moments when the eyes burst out and the blood started flowing
And the body had dropped ...dropped into my arms,
Because | appeared there, at the site of killing.

And | had said, full of pity: Mother, mother!

She raised her head, and placed it on my shoulder

And said: my son, my son, she forgot it was Belzecs the altar
And | said: yes mother, yes- your son.

- did you know my son, the goyim are killing me?

- | knew mother,

- Blessed are you my god - my son is alive.

The wind had carried us- my mother in my arms and the wind placed us
At the entrance of a forest with a stream at our feet,

- Did you bring us to Lebanon, my son?

- To Lebanon, mother
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- Blessed are you my God- | can smell the scent of Lebanon

Ahaha..

| hear splashing water, my son

- Indeed water, mother

- Have you placed the Jordan at my feet, my son?

- The Jordan, my mother.

- Take me to the Jordan my son, let its purifying waters pass over me
- | will take you to the Jordan, mother

- The cool water will heel me, my son.

Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh

Thank you God

Kadosh Kadosh Kadosh!

When | was a young girl, my son, splashing in the river during Tamuz evenings
| was thinking about the Jordan water...

In our Eretz Yisrael.

Oh, if we had but merited... and here is the Jordan at our feet.

- Yes my mother

- The wind is upon me - waves, rolling and light touching.. Is it evening my son?
- Evening tide, mother, stars and moon upon you.

- Upon you too, stars and moon, my son.

- Yes, Mother

- Pick me up in your arms, my son, take me away from the water, my son.
Like this. Lay me down on the grass, my son.

- Dew is falling nearby and it is warm...

- Like tears my son,

- Warm like tears, mother.

- Let me feel your body, my son,

Your cloths are coarse woven fabric. My son, soldiers’ wear

A rifle on your shoulder.... Hurrah to you, my son.

Until we arrive to Jerusalem, my son,

- Yes, mother

- And when we get to Jerusalem, my son, the royal Temple

City of kings...oh...not even on Shabbat, will you change

These cloths, my son,

Once, | wanted to see you dressed in silk,

I do not want that anymore.

- As you say, mother.

- And always with the rifle, my son.

- Amen, mother

- And even when the 7x1a saviour comes and peoples will beat their swords into
plowshares and they would throw their guns into the fire-

Not you - no, my son, not you!

- No, mother.

- In case the goyim, rise again and amass iron.

Should they rise once more and we shall not be ready

As we were not ready till now.. oh!
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- Your words are holy, mother,

- Let me now fall asleep in your arms, my son.
A night with my son and God on river Jordan...

- God is with us, on river Jordan, Mother—
- The Jordan flows to the end of all roads
Blessed, he who reaches its shores, alive

The secret of our tears are in it - the strength of eternity it.

- It is the world of Sela n7o...here, my son
- Forever, mother
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| Was Not There - Gil Nativ
| was not there
My memories are
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Black and white pictures

Black on white books and diaries

The closest | got

Was when | touched the number carved into the arm
Of a wrinkled man.

One day in June

They were all with me

In a smoke clouded alley leading up

To the Lions Gate

A million skinny, burnt arms were pushing me.
Voicelessly they commanded

Never

Let go

Of your gun.
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The Day of Commemoration and the Rebels Nathan Alterman

And on the day of remembrance, the fighters and rebels have said:

Do not place us apart from the Exile under shining lights

At the hour of commemoration we step down of the pedestal

To mingle again in the darkness with the chronicles of the masses of the House of
Israel

The fighters and the rebels have said; the day of witnessing,

Its main and true image is not a barricaded stronghold aflame.

Neither is it the image of a young man and a girl who came out to assault or die.
Such as in the classical images of world revolts eternally burning.

No, this is not the source of the period, do not crown it with battle flags.
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To see only in them its essence, its redemption and justification.

The fighters and rebels have said; we are part of many people

Part of its honor and bravery and its stifled deep weeping

We are part of a time, with no brother, a time that rejects the monotony of high
phrases.

Nor does it stand open faced among common symbols.

Those who fell with their arms in their hands perhaps will not accept the Mechitza.
Between them and their dying communities all the way to some leaders and
dealers.

We who have seen the time in its scariest and darkest,

We who have seen its bravery with so many faces never seen before,

We are the lightening that cuts through its sky, but we shall not rise in its midst as a
masked statue

Of a smattering who hold the greatness of the period’s soul, for it is stamped by the
battle seal.

Therefore we, the fighters and the up-risers say: the essence of this day

Is not just that which is highlighted by speeches and writings by our brothers.

The sword, the battle and the barricades - there is nothing to match them.

Yet they are not the only symbols of this Memorial Day, not in them does it reside.
The dignity of the nation - should not seek its only sublime justification

By saying apologetically, | have fought, | have raised the flag of the rebellion... The
uprising is just one note in this whole story, it was not its heart and goal.

Our people will yet compete for honor with any other nation...

The fighters and the up-risers have said: the bravery and honor of this people,

Are also shared by Jewish fathers who have said: The underground will bring
disaster upon us”

And also with that boy or girl who walked and walked until they were lost
somewhere

And left behind just one white sock in the archives for remembrance.

These too are the symbols of the time and its war, let us not dim them with the
shining sword.

Like nations who had not thus been tested by heavens.

Thus spoke the fighters and up-risers; and the people listened unmoving

God'’s stars are the witnesses of both.

Facing the Glass Booth - Haim Guri

God'’s Servants.

“... and they had given me boiling water and a rag and told me to scrub the
sidewalk by the Metropol hotel, the bucket was partly filled with acid, my hands
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bloated soon enough. They had brought out the chief rabbi; Dr Teglich, 70 years
old. He too like me was ordered to wash the sidewalk. He did this while covered
with his Talit, his prayer shawl. While he was lying on the ground, the guard had
asked him; how do you like this? The rabbi responded, if God likes it, | am his
servant.

I am writing these words down as Morris Fleishman, one of the former dignitaries of
the Jewish Community of Vienna, is speaking.

I do not want to see him, | do not want to hear him, | would rather be at the
NAHA”L parade today in the stadium, seeing strong beautiful people, but with an
unimaginable strength, Morris Fleishman is holding me by my collar, as if he is
saying: sit, hear, to the end.

“The shortest of the guards was five foot eight” - he says making me aware of how
short he is...

These too are your own flesh and blood, | am telling myself. They at the position to
demand that you sit to the through this. You are not running away from here. You
are not escaping to the NAHA"L.

| return to the subject of: “Why didn’t you resist?”

“I think this is indescribable. A person who was not there, wouldn’t understand. It
was the third year of the war. We had been through a lot. There was still some
hope. We are working, they needed us. It was clear that if something small was to
be done, there was no problem to do away with us. So many of them. It is
impossible, after 18 years, to describe the fear. At the end of day it was a horrible
fear. Facing the machine guns, watching a young boy being hung, losing your
capacity to react. The belief that the war will end. There was a camp of a thousand
Poles in the same situation. The camp was just a hundred meters away (330 feet)
from their homes and they never tried to escape. Where could the Jews have gone?
We were wearing concentration camp uniform, our head shaved. In 1943 we did not
yet know what happened to the transports. We knew only later. It is impossible to
describe today what had happened then”. Etc. etc...And so on and so forth.

The witness said all these things sitting down. At times his voice faded and became
inaudible. Then abruptly he would speak up as if trying to justify himself to the
judges, to his people, to the whole world.

5.2.1961

| escaped from the court house and to it.

So what do you say?

I am doomed if | talk and | am doomed if | do not.

If we open a new page we should open it within us. We now see things differently.
We have created: “A Day of Commemoration for the Holocaust and Heroism” thus
we have subtly separated between them. As if we had made them stand one facing
the other as complementing one another but different from each other.

We were ashamed of the Holocaust as one is ashamed of a terrible blatant defect.
And we have embraced heroism to our heart as a vestige of pride, the privilege to
hold one’s head high.
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God forbid that | should reach a point where the distinction is lost between the one
who dies without battle and the one who rises or tries to resist the murderer. Fore a
nation that chooses life, by its nature, will always prefer those who try to set a price

for their doomed lives. Those who have given themselves and their people the
desperate honor of the fighters for there lies the only chance for living.

But we need to ask forgiveness from countless people who we have judged in our
heart. We who were outside of that circle. And we had judged them without asking
ourselves, what gave us the right to do so?

A survey that Haaretz had run among Hebrew youth here who had never seen the
Swastika whip, had shown that even at the beginning of this trial, there were people

who had said: “Had we been there, we would not have gone like they did” or “we
would have behaved differently.

Some of the respondents had said this with that Sabra pleasantness, and there was
no silence or apology between the one who had asked the question and the one
who responded.

WHO - Michal Govrin

He who had kept his humanity even when turned into dust
A father who had sent his daughter to life,

A mother who had sent her son,

A granddaughter who had fought for her grandmother’s life,
A man who had held the hand of a Stanger

Who are the woman and man who held a gun

And inscribed the lines of freedom in Chronicles,

And he who kept up his forbidden commandment with tfilin
And she who distributed forged papers

And he who smuggled borders

He who wrote and painted and told stories and dreamt
And photographed and documented human testimonies,
He who laughed and lovead,

She who wrote down recopies to make the hunger go away
Those who shared a slice of bread

He who held up the one who fell in the parade,

She who finished the slavery quota of her neighbour
Those who said a word of encouragement,

And those who, at twilight

In the shade of the crematorium

Stood up praying or singing.

Who are those children who played and dreamt and wrote their poems between
fences,
And he who’s hand never left theirs
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Even when they went to their death.

Who are those man, women, child and old woman;
Who sanctified the human image. n7x!

/121 7om-n
Week 3 Session 2 Poems in the Wake of 7.10.2023

Home Front Command’s New Regulations for Small Talk Lital Kaplan
Translated by Maya Valentine

“What’s up?” Cancelled. Instead use:

“What’s shaken up?”

“What’s beaten up?”

“What’s blown up?”

“What’s going on?” Banned. Alternatives:
“What’s breaking down?”
“What’s forever gone?”

Instead of the rude “How are you?”
We must frown in the face of our friend and ask -
“How war you?”

And instead of the standard response,

Forbidden by strict veto power:

“I’m fine, in fact.”

It is required to say - “Everything’s cracked.”
And the truthful ones will answer -

“Everything is shattered. Everything is shattered”
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Beeri Adi Blechman Sofer

Translated by, Heather Silverman, Michael Bohnen, Rachel Korazim

Soon winter will be here,

Weeping clouds will water the earth
Making red carpets grow

The anemone will flower first

Yet no one will come to admire its beauty.
The buttercup will bloom next

And there will be no festival

The poppy will flower last in silence

Seen by No One.

The protected flowers had already been picked
In the fall.
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During the Day Rachel Sharansky Danziger
Translated by Heather Silverman, Michael Bohnen, Rachel Korazim

During the day one can bake cookies for the wives of the reservists
During the day one can send strengthening messages to friends
During the day one can comfort mourners

During the day one can invest in life

But at night

There is no way to silence the dead.

I lie down and my heart is awake

Awake and galloping

Chasing fragments of stories whose endings are well-known

And everything, everything, everything hurts and feels wounded, injured, damaged
And how can one sleep

And how can one be tranquil

When we have lost for all eternity

More than one thousand hearts?
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Mothers Osnat Eldar
Translated by Heather Silverman, Michael Bohnen, Rachel Korazim

They are gathering at night

One by one

She whose daughter was abducted and her bloodstained picture doesn’t allow her
any peace

She whose son fell in battle

She whose children will remain forever in the little safe room in the corner of the
house on the kibbutz

She who remained mute on the other end of the line scratching the horrors onto her
skin

She who whispered from time to time to him. Or to her

“I love you”

‘I am with you’

I am here

Hello?!

She who wasn’t able to say goodbye

She who is holding onto a fragment of a film clip showing him alive

She who woke up on Shabbat with the knowledge of death germinating within her.
At night, in my darkened room, they are wandering in circles

Drooped shoulders, restless, sleep crazed.

Mothers

If only they could change places with the boy or the girl

Ready for captivity or death

Mothers.

Not yet used to wandering.

They come to me at night

One by one
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I am hugging them with compassion, with longing

Absorbing into my body the feelings of quilt, the helplessness, the abyss
And caressing silently their new maternal title

Imposed on them.
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Mom is Always Right Itay Lev
Translated by Heather Silverman, Michael Bohnen, Rachel Korazim

Mom said that when | grew up there would be no army.
Mom was right.

| haven’t yet grown up and already there was no army.
It wasn’t there when | heard the screaming outside.

It wasn’t there when | saw dad so scared and stressed.
It wasn’t there when the door was kicked in.

It wasn’t there when | hid under the bed.

It wasn’t there when we three pushed back on the door of the safe room.

It wasn’t there when time just stood still.

It wasn’t there when they suddenly entered.

It wasn’t there when they tore dad off mom

Mom had said that when | grew up there would be no army.
Mom was right

Now all | want is to tell her that she is always right.

| cried, | screamed, and still she is silent.
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To Amplify the Light Michael Zats
Translated by Heather Silverman, Michael Bohnen, Rachel Korazim

Each tendon and capillary in my body
Is crying
To oppose the helplessness.
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To rise,
And do something.

So |l rise up

Amplify the light

Signaling, in every possible way
To the darkness -

Be gone

Strong as Death* Shlomit Naim Naor

There’s no point in sleeping, visions arise
There’s no point in waking, the visions are real
The heart’s pocket change.

The moment before rising,

When | know nothing of

The horrors of the war.

Every night | hold something in my hand
It slips and shatters

Glass shards of reality scratch my face
Teardrops of dawn.

God

Is hiding in a cellar

Bereft of prayer

Trembling for his deeds

His whole being is one

Scream

Slashed women are running towards headless babies
A flock of hanging ravens wail:

Gaza is like death.

*The title of this poem is a reference to Song of Songs 8:6, “Love is as strong as
death.” The Hebrew word for “strong” is also the word for Gaza, so the title could be
understood as “Gaza Is like Death.”

Week 4 Session |

The Image of the Other

An Arab Shepherd is searching for his Goat on Mount Zion
An Arab shepherd is searching for his goat on Mount Zion
and on the opposite mountain
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I am searching for my little boy.

An Arab shepherd and a Jewish father
both in their temporary failure.

Our voices meet above the Sultan's Pool in the valley between us.

Neither of us wants the child or the goat to get caught in the wheels of the terrible

Had Gadya* machine.

Afterward we found them among the bushes
and our voices came back inside us,
laughing and crying.

Searching for a goat or a son

has always been the beginning of a new religion in these mountains.
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.THE DIAMETER OF THE BOMB Yehuda Amichai

The diameter of the bomb was thirty centimeters

and the diameter of its effective range about seven meters,
with four dead and eleven wounded.

And around these, in a larger circle

of pain and time, two hospitals are scattered

and one graveyard. But the young woman

who was buried in the city she came from,

at a distance of more than a hundred kilometers,

enlarges the circle considerably,
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and the solitary man mourning her death

at the distant shores of a country far across the sea
includes the entire world in the circle.

And | won’t even mention the crying of orphans
that reaches up to the throne of God and

beyond, making

a circle with no end and no God.

Translated by Chana Bloch
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THE LOVER A.B. Yehoshua

Translated by Philip Simpson

NA'IM

They're getting themselves killed again and when they get themselves killed we
have to shrink and lower our voices and mind not to laugh even at some joke that's
got nothing to do with them. This morning on the bus when the news was coming
over the radio Issam was talking in a loud voice and laughing and the Jews in the
front of the bus turned around and gave us a dry sort of look, and at once Hamid,
who's always so serious, who reckons he's responsible for us even though he's not
our boss officially, touched Issam, nudged him with his finger, and Issam shut up
right away.

Knowing where to draw the line, that's what matters, and whoever doesn't want to
know had better stay in the village and laugh alone in the fields or sit in the orchard
and curse the Jews as long as he likes. Those of us who are with them all day have
to be careful. No, they don't hate us. Anyone who thinks they hate us is completely
wrong. We're beyond hatred, for them we're like shadows. Take, fetch, hold, clean,
lift, sweep, unload, move. That's the way they think of us, but when they start
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getting killed they get tired and they slow down and they can't concentrate and
they suddenly get all worked up about nothing, just before the news or just after,
news that we don't exactly hear, for us it's a kind of rustle but not exactly, we hear
the words but we don't want to understand. Not lies, exactly, but not the truth
either, just like on Radio Damascus, Amman or Cairo. Half-truths and half-lies and a
lot of bullshit. The cheerful music from Beirut is much better, lively modern Arab
music that makes your heart pound, as if your blood's flowing faster. When we're
working on the cars that they leave with us the first thing we do is switch off Radio
Israel or the army wave bands and look for a decent station, not a lot of talking, just
songs, new and attractive songs about love. A subject that never tires. The main
thing is to have none of that endless chattering about the rotten conflict that'll go
on forever. When I lie under a car tightening brakes the music in the car sounds like
somebody walking over my head. | tell you, sometimes my eyes are a bit wet.

At four o'clock in the afternoon we're already standing at the bus stop waiting for
Muhammad's bus and from all over the city the people of our village and villages
nearby are assembling, construction workers, gardeners, garbage men, kitchen
workers, manual laborers, domestic help and garage hands. All of them with plastic
bags and identity cards ready at hand in shirt pockets. Jews get on the bus too, Jews
of all kinds with heavy baskets, most of them get off at the Acre Road. And in Acre
more Arabs get on and some Jews as well, a different kind, immigrants from Russia,
and Moroccans too. They hardly understand Hebrew. And on the way the Jews thin
out and the Arabs too and in Carmel the last of the Jews leave the bus and only
Arabs are left. The sun on our backs is nice and the road flies. Haifa disappears from
the horizon, Carmiel is swallowed by the mountains, the electricity pylons thin out.
No smell of Jews now. Muhammad tunes the radio to a Baghdad station that
broadcasts verses from the Koran, to entertain us. We go deeper into the
mountains, driving among orchards on a narrow road twisting among the fields and
there's nothing to remind us of the Jews, not even an army jeep. Only Arabs,
barefooted shepherds in the fields with their sheep. Like there never was a Balfour
Declaration, no Herzl, no wars. Quiet little villages, everything like they say it used
to be many years ago, and even better. And the bus fills with the warbling of that
imam from Baghdad, a soft voice lovingly chanting the suras. We sit there
hypnotized, silent at first and then crooning softly along with him.

TRANSISTOR MUEZZIN Agi Mishol

The transistor muezzin rises from the orchard—
Hussein barefoot and bound to my land

kneads the evening dough from Jewish flour
too fine, ya Hagi -- |

close my sorting eyes after a day’s harvest,
crouch with him over the fire he kindles.

We plan tomorrow’s peaches
over Europa* and a hand rolled cigarette.
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Ya Hagi, his Arab sigh slithers forth
supported by the consonants of my castrated Hungarian name.

In these photosynthesis twilights his hands
run over the tin

casting a spell with pita.

Hussein castles me legends

Gaza’s Thousand and One Nights,

his body a supple viper,

his eyes an answer to the fire.

* Brand name of a cheap Israeli cigarette.

Translation: 1999, Feminist Press/CUNY
Translated by Linda Zisquit

WOMAN MARTYR Agi Mishol
Translated by Lisa Katz

"The afternoon darkens,
And you are only twenty."
Nathan Alterman Afternoon in the Market

You are only twenty

and your first pregnancy is an exploding bomb.

Under your broad skirt you are pregnant with dynamite
and metal shavings. This is how you walk in the market,
ticking among the people, you, Andaleeb Takatkah.

Someone changed the workings in your head
and launched you toward the city;

even though you come from Bethlehem,

the Home of Bread, you chose a bakery.

And there you pulled the trigger inside yourself,
and together with the Sabbath loaves,

sesame and poppy seed,

you flung yourself into the sky.

Together with Rebecca Fink you flew up
with Yelena Konreeb from the Caucasus
and Nissim Cohen from Afghanistan
and Suhila Houshy from Iran

and two Chinese you swept along

to death.
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Since then, other matters
have obscured your story,
about which | speak all the time
without having anything to say.

Lesson 2 The Other as a Mirror
Taken from A TRUMPET IN THE WADI Sammy Michael

I was in the flourishing white city on the slopes of the Carmel. Tidy rows of homes
with flowers. A model town. A stunning view of blue sea, clear skies and green hills.
No unpleasant smells, no slum housing, no noisy crowds. And despite this, nobody
is very keen to dwell here. They have to be killed before they can be settled in
these beautiful homes of marble, which sparkle so in the sun.

Adina made inquiries for me and showed me the way between the symmetrical
rows. She displayed great tact and kindness in leaving me alone. She herself feels
very much at home here. In the white light she went to her husband, perhaps to
plead for their son. Eyal is still immersed in the belly of the monster. She was right,
there's no mistaking it. The names are engraved in black on the glittering marble.
There were also some living people. A woman, kneeling, embracing the marble as if
she wanted to uproot the grave. Close by was a father, not more than forty years
old, handsome and well-dressed. He stood unmoving in the roasting sun while his
clothes absorbed its scorching rays. No doubt the fire had already taken hold of
him. His streaming sweat attempted to extinguish it, darkening his clothes from his
shirt to the cuffs of his trousers. He did not turn his head as | approached.. He
neither saw nor did he hear. He did not move other than to blink away the salt
sweat that stung his eyes. His entire being was focused on the marble that
stubbornly refused to utter a word to Daddy.

On my left was another silent grave. A young girl seated by its side kept asking
"Why? Why? Why?" With her white blouse, wide skirt and dainty sandals, her
delicate face and spiritual air, she was a delight to the eye, just like this wreath. But
her inner transmitter was stuck, repeating over and over again, "Why? Why? Why?"
until her madness touched mine, and it was hard to stop myself from rushing over
to press the button hidden somewhere in her shirt.

Everyone's mad here except for those who inhabit the little homes. An old woman in
black was sitting on the edge of a grave, gnawing at a rusk, a thermos of coffee at
her feet. She was completely at ease, as if she were striking outside the Minister's
office. Perhaps it's for that reason that the protest of this mad citizen is so
clamorous, as she picnics by the grave, demanding the return of her grandson. How
can youth be restored to old age? No chance - God remains as mute as the
inhabitants of the little homes.

I, too, am among the partially mad. With the lucidity of madness | have come to
explain things to Alex and justify myself to him. Adina was silent, the gynecologist
was shocked - he himself is a bereaved father. Mother wept. Grandfather's green
eyes flashed as he said: "From you especially | dream of a grandson." He's mad too
- he understood me immediately.
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I didn't bring flowers for Alex. The wreath | carry within me may yet be cast into the
sewer. It's difficult to explain myself to him when he's lying down and I'm standing
up. I would gladly sit, if only they would distribute folding chairs for crazy people at

the entrance. That's why | couldn't tell him everything. | stood by the grave in silent

justification like a mutinous criminal.

Boaz said the interest on the loan he and Adina gave me had grown to a
considerable sum, as a result of his investments on the stock exchange. Added to
my salary, it could ensure my future and that of the child.

"Alex," | said to the grave, "The future of the child may be the deciding factor. If |
raise him in an Arab street will | be able to tell him, before he hears from others,
that he was born out of wedlock to a Jewish father? And if | raise him in a Jewish
street, eighteen years from now | won't be beautiful and strong, surrounded by the
affection of a lover and the care of my parents. Your mother even took your trumpet
before giving the room to Abu-Nahla. So you can imagine my situation when the
time comes for me to deliver your son to another war. He'll want to join an elite
unit. All his life he'll be driven to prove himself because of his Arab mother, and he'll
be a stranger to both Arabs and Jews."

The old woman with the thermos washed her grandson's grave with water from a
small plastic bucket. Perhaps it's the same bucket he played with as a child at the
seashore. Adina was already waiting by the gate. She called urgently: "I must rush
home. Perhaps Eyal will call....."

Week 4 Session 2 The Other as a Mirror
Ihtiyeh - Emile Habibi

For the first time in my life | find myself forced to put at the opening of one of my
novels the famous cautionary formula that is customary among western authors
saying that:

This novel is nothing but the creation of my winged eastern imagination. Thus any
similarity between the characters in it, or any one of them, and real characters, is
nothing but a coincidence, a coincidence that | had nothing to do with. And
furthermore | am inclined to say, in order to remove any shadow of doubt, that any
similarity between the Haifa found in the novel, and the Haifa of our country is
nothing but a dream based on longing.

| have turned and turned many western novels in my library looking for the
customary phrasing of this cautionary formula, in order to translate it and save my
own skin with my pen, and | was very surprised when | could not find what | have
looked for. It must be for one of two reasons, either these novels were so far from
reality that they had no reason for caution, or they were so flattering to it the
caution was not necessary.

So why did | wake up just now to use the cautionary formula, is it because my
confidence in the possibility of the liberty to long for this country in this country was
shaken? The freedom to long for Haifa in Haifa?

The Author
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A drawn heavenly sword

My father, that of all the movables in this world did not carry with him into the city
anything but the walking stick he was leaning on, and my older brothers, so that he
could lean on them, and our mother, with me still an embryo in her womb - so that
he could lean on her, and the stories he used to tell us before we went to sleep was
the first person to riddle me the riddle of the merciful prince, the riddle that only the
youngest son of the wazir managed to solve.

Haifa: Wadi Al-Nisnass & Abbas Street

By Emile Habibi

I claim to be one of those people who cannot see the moon except for its luminous
side. It is thus | justify those Jewish friends with sensitive souls who claim they do
not believe it when we declare that we want a lasting peace based on a Palestinian
state alongside an Israeli one. | find excuses for their mistrust, telling myself and
my people that perhaps their suspicion of our intentions comes from their sense of
guilt at everything they have committed against us, expressed once in Moshe
Diyan's phrase: "If we were in their place..."

There is no place for "if" in actual history. However, if one wants to argue using
such logic, then | would say that if we were in your place we would not have allowed
our reactionary forces to do to you what your forces of reaction have done to us.
Furthermore, | would add that if you combined all the "ifs" in all the languages of
the world, you would be unable to justify a single harm -- not even the minutest --
that you have wreaked on what you call "the other people"...

Umm Wadie [Habibi's mother] was unable to overcome the shock of those days
[1948]. By then her life was behind her, and most of her sons and grandchildren
were scattered in the diaspora. Once she came down to the premises of our old
political club in Wadi Al-Nisnass to participate in a joint Arab-Jewish women's
meeting. Those were days of a raging general election campaign. The Jewish
speaker was emphasizing our struggle for the rights of the Palestinian refugees to
return to their homes. Umm Wadie interrupted her saying: "Will my sons and
daughters return?"

Taken aback, the Jewish-Hungarian speaker replied: "They will return when peace
is achieved." "Lies," shouted Umm Wadie, "my son Emile never lies to me. He told
me that their return -- if ever they return -- will take a long time. By then | won't be
here to see them: I'll be in my grave."

Ever since that meeting, and without me knowing, it became her custom to go
secretly to a corner of Abbas Garden near our house. She would lean against a
stone shaded by an olive tree and bemoan her destiny -- lonely and separated from
children, especially her youngest son Naim.

"Naim, where are you now? What has happened to you without me?"

Little did | know of her newly acquired habit until one day | overheard my two
daughters playing at being Granny Umm Wadie bemoaning "O Naim".

That year Umm Wadie left us, crossing the Mandelbaum Gate on her way to her
children who had taken refuge in Damascus. It was there, in Damascus, and not in
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Shafa Amre [her native village, now part of Israel] that her soul returned to its
maker.

"As for you, you can stay. Your life is before you, and you can afford to wait until
they return."

Those were the last words of my mother, Umm Wadie, when we parted on the
Israeli side of the Mandelbaum Gate.

| remained. | returned to Haifa and wrote my very first story as a citizen of the
State of Israel. It was entitled "Mandelbaum Gate".

And | remained. But, until this day, and for as long as I live, | think of my mother as

having remained with me, for mothers are of the roots.
kokok

Jaffa: Land of Oranges Ghassan Kanafani Translation Mona Anis Hala Halim

When we had to leave Jaffa for Acre there was no sense of tragedy. It felt like an
annual trip to spend the feast in another city. Our days in Acre did not seem
unusual: perhaps, being young, | was even enjoying myself since the move
exempted me from school... Whatever, on the night of the big attack on Acre the
picture was becoming clearer. That was, | think, a cruel night, passed between the
stern silence of the men and the invocations of the women. My peers, you and I,
were too young to understand what the whole story was about. On that night,
though, certain threads of that story became clearer. In the morning, and as the
Jews withdrew threatening and fulminating, a big truck was standing in front of our
door. Light things, mainly sleeping items, were being chucked into the truck swiftly
and hysterically.

As | stood leaning against the ancient wall of the house | saw your mother getting
into the truck, then your aunt, then the young ones, then your father began to
chuck you and your siblings into the car and on top of the luggage. Then he
snatched me from the corner, where | was standing and, lifting me on top of his
head, he put me into the cage-like metal luggage compartment above the driver's
cabin, where | found my brother Riad sitting quietly. The vehicle drove off before |
could settle into a comfortable position. Acre was disappearing bit by bit in the folds
of the up-hill roads leading to Rass EI-Naqoura [Lebanon].

It was somewhat cloudy and a sense of coldness was seeping into my body. Riad,
with his back propped against the luggage and his legs on the edge of the metal
compartment, was sitting very quietly, gazing into the distance. | was sitting silently
with my chin between my knees and my arms folded over them. One after the
other, orange orchards streamed past, and the vehicle was panting upward on a
wet earth... In the distance the sound of gun-shots sounded like a farewell salute.
Rass EI-Nagoura loomed on the horizon, wrapped in a blue haze, and the vehicle
suddenly stopped. The women emerged from amid the luggage, stepped down and
went over to an orange vendor sitting by the wayside. As the women walked back
with the oranges, the sound of their sobs reached us. Only then did oranges seem
to me something dear, that each of these big, clean fruits was something to be
cherished. Your father alighted from beside the driver, took an orange, gazed at it
silently, then began to weep like a helpless child.

In Rass EI-Naqoura our vehicle stood beside many similar vehicles. The men began
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to hand in their weapons to the policemen who were there for that purpose. Then it
was our turn. | saw pistols and machine guns thrown onto a big table, saw the long
line of big vehicles coming into Lebanon, leaving the winding roads of the land of
oranges far behind, and then | too cried bitterly. Your mother was still silently
gazing at the oranges, and all the orange trees your father had left behind to the
Jews glowed in his eyes... As if all those clean trees which he had bought one by one
were mirrored in his face. And in his eyes tears, which he could not help hiding in
front of the officer at the police station, were shining.

When in the afternoon we reached Sidon we had become refugees.

Revenge Taha Muchamad Ali

At times ... | wish

I could meet in a duel

the man who killed my father
and razed our home,

expelling me

into

a narrow country.

And if he killed me,

I'd rest at last,

and if | were ready —

| would take my revenge!

*

But if it came to light,

when my rival appeared,

that he had a mother

waiting for him,

or a father who’d put

his right hand over

the heart’s place in his chest
whenever his son was late
even by just a quarter-hour

for a meeting they’d set—
then | would not kill him,

even if | could.

*

Likewise ... |

would not murder him

if it were soon made clear

that he had a brother or sisters
who loved him and constantly longed to see him.
Or if he had a wife to greet him
and children who

couldn’t bear his absence

and whom his gifts would thrill.
Or if he had
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friends or companions,

neighbours he knew

or allies from prison

or a hospital room,

or classmates from his school ...
asking about him

and sending him regards.

*

But if he turned

out to be on his own—

cut off like a branch from a tree—
without a mother or father,

with neither a brother nor sister,
wifeless, without a child,

and without kin or neighbours or friends,
colleagues or companions,

then I’d add not a thing to his pain
within that aloneness—

not the torment of death,

and not the sorrow of passing away.
Instead I’d be content

to ignore him when | passed him by
on the street—as |

convinced myself

that paying him no attention

in itself was a kind of revenge.
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