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Course/Module description:

The topic of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state is both complex and
fascinating. The dual terminology is used in Israel law, yet it remains extremely
politically laden, and questions over its interpretation and practical application to
concrete circumstances remains shrouded in obscurity.

Our discussion of this topic during the course will assume three basic factors: state;
democratic; Jewish. The first part of the course will discuss the general issues
involved with defining the state as both Jewish and democratic, from historic,
philosophical, and sociological perspectives. In this framework we will discuss the
claim that "Jewish" and "democratic" are irreconcilable, addressing the two main
contexts of the claim: The inner-Jewish context, and the Jewish-Arab context.

The second half of the course will relate to concrete issues that the definition of the
state and Jewish and democratic bear upon, such as the allocation of land, the Law
of Return, the question of education, and so on.

Course/Module aims:

The aim of the course is to give students tools for deepening their thinking into the
core definition of the State and the way in which this definition receives concrete
expression. The particular set-up of Israel is in a sense unique, yet in other senses it
draws from the universal concepts of political thought, and the course will seek to
see how universal democratic ideals merge with the distinctly Jewish nature of Israel
to define the state.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

* Describe and explain the terms "Jewish" and "democratic" in relation to the State
of Israel.
* Analyze the question of how these elements combine with one another, or how
(and whether) they can be reconciled.
* Understand how the two elements, with the tension between them, bear on
practical issues in Israel and in Israeli law.
* Discuss the different options available for the definition of Israel in the future.
* Assess the strength of arguments raised by different sides of the public debate
over issues studied in the course.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal Lecture.

page2/7



Course/Module Content:
1. Introduction: The Jewish and Democratic State as a political idea and legal
entity.
2. The nationalistic movement in Palestine and the history of the Arab-Israeli
conflict.
3. Constitutional anchor of the State
4. Democratic State: Definitions and justifications.
5. Jewish State: Definitions and justifications.
6. Claims of inherent conflict between the Jewish and Democratic nature of the
State.
7. Influences of the Arab-Israeli conflict and alternative models for the State.
8. The Demos: the Law of Return
9. Demographics and land allocation: Land policy in Israel (history, property and
planning).
10: Demographics and land allocation 2: Equality in land distribution.
11. The public domain in the Jewish and democratic State of Israel.
12: Religion and State: Practical Issues
13: Education in the Jewish and democratic State: Between mutual citizenship and
multiculturalism.
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109w AWINDI '0'719 [I'VID N'ONZINTI TIAY N2 TN :xIan ;1 'on uyw

,ANI719N0 7V NIXIAIN 717 N'7Xw0 n12ann - "nausnmy ,n11ienn" |, 110217y 1T1007X
.(2008) 40,18 p'wTn DD

"nian7 niornr or'712'7" , 701270 nwni n'7an wax *

10200 7¥ 000NN 7XI-YIND NIPAINT7N NIVIANN (2 '0n Y'Y
.92-79 (2001) nnaprxn NAI7IX'TXD ,2AVAY [IVTA

N2I7INIX - NAIX X'XNn7 N2 "N'2'00750 ninrm 7¥ 210000 N2 7Y 020", INX] ONYY
.142-156 (2007 ,0'>71y [n101 1101 [XNT '01Y)

* ALAN DOWTY ISRAEL / PALESTINE, Chapter Two: The Jewish Story, Chapter Three:
The Arab Story 45-68 (Cambridge 2005).
NN NINT7 M7in (1Y :3 'on iy

JTINN DYN 7¥ DIN7N NY'TA - 78I TIO-7IN NYXD

page 3/7



.1N>0n2 nj7in nyXn7 (" TI0' niaNzy") (IWX1 719

N 0OwNN “7NIW 7V NIi7N0 0SwNn 1TAYNI N7INT7 XIann" , TaIX AX!71 [M0v1aIT (1IN
.('"own) 32-1

NITanN 127 77X 0wNn 7Y NrMoa7n a2 nanann 7y cnijzin ntwy" , paxa‘'a jon *

2006-2007 7xwn DAYA 7V (ITNN D0 - NIN'XNAY7 [ITN 12 : N2 "D'Tin'n 7v ninxyn
.(2008 ,n'narX Nn>0N7 0NI9N ,0'211Y XN1D XOD00INI r7-'j7X0IX Nw) 97-110

NI7TXNI 0I'OXN (N'07INT N2 4 'on iy

.(2003) 1-24 n'o1j7inTn TNY ,1'212 101271

*David Enoch, On Estlund’s Democratic Authority

,301 - 297 1 D'j70y1 0OV "N'712'71 NAINT N2'TAD 7XIW™ 121X 71-TIV 11191 (1722 NN
322-312 (2012).

NI7TXN DIPOX (N'TINY n2'Tn 5 'on iy

.(1998) 31-35,9-22 16 n"o7x "7xw nyTn 7v anrTin™ N2> 0"n

NI7XIY 12X NI'YYA 7 191017'9 NN - N2'wN NIDT TV 12X T "nemine naTn" ,ra ornt
165-199 (2006).

.(2002) 50-68 ,50 13 n7>n "nux1n nninTI NNV N7TYN 0TIAN n2TAat , iraa nink

NIroIziAT A7 NITIAY A NN7ZYNA NIAYMNAN 10N 1272 NIIYOLN (6 'on Wy

"2nanN N'077INT IN N'07INT-IN L JVYNTN '07IAT (77X N1 7w 0wnnt ,nNnino 'no
.(2000) 565-601 2 n'7¥ ' NAI71'X10

.(2003) 286-295 ,8-18 nmyn nnowni 7xXI!, "0V [12AX] [10217V' 1TI0D7N
.(1995) 527-546 ,521 v’ vown ary ,"ore'N¥ DININ - NYOAZIATI VTIAY , P0127 UTIAN
* OREN YIFTACHEL ETHNOCRACY - LAND AND IDENTITY POLITICS IN
ISRAEL/PALESTINE 87-100 (2006).

N'0Y7ITI NTIAY N2'TA7 NISI7ZNI Nj7I7NANI 710000 NiID7wn ;7 'on uy'w

page 4/7



* James H. Liu and Denis J. Hilton, How the past weighs on the present: social
representations of history and their rule in identity politics, 44 Br. J. Soc. Psychol.
1-21 (2005).
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Ayman K. Agbaria and Muhanad Mustafa, Two states for three peoples: the
‘Palestinian-Israeli’ in the Future Vision Documents of the Palestinians in Israel,
35(4) Ethnic and Racial Studies 718-736 (2012).
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* Alain Dieckhoff, Hebrew, the Language of National Daily life, in: LANGUAGE,
NATION, AND STATE: IDENTITY POLITICS IN A MULTILINGUAL AGE 187-199 (Judt and
Lacrone eds., 2004).
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Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 80 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 20 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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