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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

democracy Tolearation and Human rights - 62777
Last update 26-08-2021

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Law

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Meital Pinto

Coordinator Email: meital.pinto.1@gmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours: Thursdays, Plese write me to my email to coordinate a
meeting
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. MEITAL PINTO

Course/Module description:

Toleration is perceived as a central value in multicultural democratic societies. It is
mentioned, for example, in the context of controversial religious practices such as
wearing a veil, gender segregation on public transportation, and secular practices
such as gay pride parades and pornography. In the seminar we will learn the
various interpretations and justifications given to the concept of toleration in
political philosophy. Then we will explore the different interpretations given to the
concept of toleration in Israeli rulings primarily on issues of religious freedom,
offences to feelings and pornography. We shall discuss the relationship between
toleration and freedom of expression, freedom of religion and the right to equality.
For example, freedom of expression is often justified in the name of toleration, but
is also limited on behalf of that value. Toleration is often justified in the name of
equality between individuals who hold different values. We will explore whether
equality justifies only passive toleration, which is expressed mainly by negative
liberties, or whether equality also justifies active toleration by the state, which may
deprive expressions and practices that violate equality and exclude vulnerable
groups in society. In addition, toleration is often understood as derivative of the
right to religious freedom, but the practices of certain religious groups, allegedly
protected by the right to religious freedom, do not accommodate the right to
religious freedom of other groups.

Course/Module aims:
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Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
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Attendance requirements(%):
Attending 70 percentage of the number of classes

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal lectures and discussions
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Course/Module Content:
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Required Reading:
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8. Anna Elisabetta Galeotti, Contemporary Pluralism and Toleration RATIO JURIS
10(2), 223-235(2002).
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10. JOSEPH RAZ, THE MORALITY OF FREEDOM 400-429(1986).

11. Joseph Raz, Autonomy, Toleration, and the Harm Principle in, ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY LEGAL PHILOSOPHY: THE INFLUENCE OF H.L.A. HART, 313-333
(Ruth Gavison ed., 1987).
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Grading Scheme:
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