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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Limor Yehuda

Course/Module description:

The public storm sweeping the country these days has raised fundamental
questions concerning a democratic regime and democracy in Israel to the top of the
public agenda. In response to this, this course offers a unique opportunity in which
we will study and discuss together the questions and debates that are at the center
of the public debate. The study in the course will be based on multidisciplinary
knowledge, and the discussion in it will aim to present a variety of opinions within a
free and respectful discussion on these topical issues.

The course will open with a direct encounter with the storm surrounding the
proposed reforms to the justice system and their implications for Israel as a
democratic country. In the first part of the course we will introduce the principles of
a democratic regime, the history of democracy in the world and in Israel, and the
elements of the legal reform being promoted these days. In the second part of the
course we will engage in discussion and joint clarification of a number of issues
relating to the contemporary challenges in democracy in Israel.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

* Know theories and history of democracy
* To know the development of democracy in the State of Israel and its foundations
» Developing the ability to evaluate and critically analyze claims and positions
» Cultivating skills to participate in discussions

Attendance requirements(%):

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:

1. Introduction to democracy and the current crisis
2. Constitutional crisis
3. "Democracy is voting by ballot and majority rule"
4. Judicial review and democratic representation
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5. Second-class citizens, marginalization, and societal rifts in Israel
6. Democracy in divided societies

7. "Jewish and democratic state"

8. Whom do public servants owe allegiance to?

9. Legal reform or regime overthrow?

10. "Where were you during the disengagement?!"

11. (Dis)obedience of citizens and democracy

12. Summary discussion

* Due to the time constraints of the course, we will not be able to discuss all these
topics during the lessons, and other topics may be added as new issues arise in the
public agenda. In the latter part of the course, there will be an opportunity for
students to present issues, which will count as the summarizing assignment for the
course.
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[0 Constitutional crisis, Wikipedia

[] Bestor, Arthur. "The American Civil War as a constitutional crisis." The American
Historical Review 69.2 (1964): 327-352.

[] Chambers, Simone. "Contract or conversation? Theoretical lessons from the
Canadian constitutional crisis." Politics & Society 26.1 (1998): 143-172.

[0 Miley, Thomas Jeffrey. "Austerity politics and constitutional crisis in Spain."
European Politics and Society 18.2 (2017): 263-283.
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[1 Przybylski, Wojciech. "Explaining eastern Europe: Can Poland's backsliding be
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Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 40 %

Active Participation / Team Assignment 40 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 20 %

Additional information:
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