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Course/Module description:

The Cabinet:Law and Governance
The seminar on The cabinet ; Law and Governance ,will discuss the aspects of law
and governance in the Israeli Cabinet in view of Basic Law: The Government and the
other laws which regulate the operation of the cabinet. The discussion will be
conducted in the framework of the study and analysis of the work of the cabinet and
its powers within the constitutional environment of the parliamentary system of
government. The analysis will be done in comparison with the status and position of
the executive branch in the presidential system of government.
Special attention will be given to the analysis of the political and constitutional
position of the Prime Minister as the head of the executive branch. In the framework
of the course case studies will be analysed focusing on the different issues
regarding the work and the operation, and the powers of the Cabinet. Guest
lecturers will also be invited to present their views on the issues discussed in the
seminar. The seminar will deal with the system of elections and the arrangements
regarding the executive branch as provided for in basic Law: the government and
the Government Act; the changes introduced in the position of the Executive Branch
in the constitutional infrastructure of Israel and the reforms that were enacted in
the course of the years; constitutional custom in the operation of the cabinet; the
position and the qualification of the prime minister, of the ministers, and the deputy
ministers; coalition agreements; the entry of the cabinet into office; the
interrelations of the Prime Minister and the cabinet the ministers and the deputy
ministers; the cabinet and the jurisdictional structure of the governing system in
Israel (parallel powers, transfer of powers, delegation of powers, taking of powers
by superiors); the residuary powers of the cabinet; the mechanism of the no
confidence vote by the Knesset;, emergency powers; emergency regulations; war
powers of the cabinet; economic powers of the government; foreign relations
powers of the government; treaty making powers of the cabinet; relations of the
cabinet and the Knesset; relations of the cabinet and the Supreme Court; Judicial
Review of executive actions.

Course/Module aims:

To impart knowledge and thinking tools in the field of government work in the
legal and governmental sphere with special emphasis on fundamental principles in
Liberal democracy.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
A thorough understanding of the working of the cabinet in governance and law.
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Attendance requirements(%):

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: At the beginning of the Seminar
there will be a few introductory lectures, for foundational learning of the topic. After
some time, the students will work on assignments of research topics of their choice
from a list that will be given to them in the first and second meetings. After this,
according to the timetable that will be handed out, the students will have to prepare
an outline and a bibliography for their presentation that will be presented in front of
the other students and the professor. The written assignments will be handed in up
to three months from the end of the frontal lectures.

Course/Module Content:

The seminar will deal with the system of elections and the arrangements regarding
the executive branch as provided for in basic Law: the government and the
Government Act; the changes introduced in the position of the Executive Branch in
the constitutional infrastructure of Israel and the reforms that were enacted in the
course of the years; constitutional custom in the operation of the cabinet; the
position and the qualification of the prime minister, of the ministers, and the deputy
ministers; coalition agreements; the entry of the cabinet into office; the
interrelations of the Prime Minister and the cabinet the ministers and the deputy
ministers; the cabinet and the jurisdictional structure of the governing system in
Israel (parallel powers, transfer of powers, delegation of powers, taking of powers
by superiors); the residuary powers of the cabinet; the mechanism of the no
confidence vote by the Knesset;, emergency powers; emergency regulations; war
powers of the cabinet; economic powers of the government; foreign relations
powers of the government; treaty making powers of the cabinet; relations of the
cabinet and the Knesset; relations of the cabinet and the Supreme Court; Judicial
Review of executive actions.

Required Reading:
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» S. Shetreet, "The Gray Area of War Powers: The Case of Israel", 45 Jerusalem
Quarterly Review 27 (1988).

* P. EIman, "Basic Law: The Army", 2 Israel Law Review 232 (1977).

* D. Horowitz, "Strategic Limitations of 'Nations in Arms' ", 13 Armed Forces And
Society 277 (1987).

» W. M. Treanor, "Fame, the Founding, and the Power to Declare War", 22 Cornell L.
Rev. (1997) 695.
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* A. Maoz, The System of Government in Israel, T.A. Univ . Studies in Law, vol.8, p.9.

* R. Y. Hazan, "Presidential Parliamentarism: Direct Popular Election of the Prime
Minister, Israel's New Electoral and Political System" 15 Electoral Sdudies (1996) p.
21-37.
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51, 56 (2001).

* ANDREW KNAPP & VINCENT WRIGHT, THE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF
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» S. Shetreet, "The Gray Area of War Powers: The Case of Israel", 45 Jerusalem
Quarterly Review 27 (1988).

* P. EIman, "Basic Law: The Army", 2 Israel Law Review 232 (1977).

* D. Horowitz, "Strategic Limitations of 'Nations in Arms' ", 13 Armed Forces And
Society 277 (1987).

» W. M. Treanor, "Fame, the Founding, and the Power to Declare War", 22 Cornell L.
Rev. (1997) 695.
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* R. Hague & M. Harrop, Comparative Government and Politics: an introduction (4th
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ed., London, 1998).

* Y. Meny & A. Knapp, Government and Politics in Western Europe - Britain, France,
Italy, Germany (3rd ed, Oxford, 1998)

* P. P. Craig Administrative Law (London, 4rd ed., 1999) - Parliament and the
Executive, Agencies, Administrative diversity and the restructive of governament.

* B. L. Jones and K. Thompson Garner’s Administrative Law (London, 8th ed., 1996).
* De-Smith, Judicial Review of Administrative Action (5th ed., by Woolf and Jowell,
1995).

* W. Wade and C. Forsyth, Administrative Law (Oxford, 7th ed., 1994).

* P.L. Strauss et al., Gellhorn and Byse’s, Administrative Law - Cases and
Comments (9th ed., 1995, Foundation Press).

* W. M. C. Gummow Change and Continuity: statute, equity and federalism (Oxford,
1999).

* M. Grodzins The American System: A New View of Government in the United
States (Chicago, 1966).

* P. Hay The United States Federal System: Legal Integration in the American
Experience (Milano, 1982).

* M. H. Redish The constitution as political structure (New York, 1995).

* M. Foley and J. E. Owens Congres and the Presidency Institutional Politics in a
Separated System (Manchester, 1996).

* R. Brazier Constitutional Practice (Oxford, 2nd ed., 1994).

» E. S. Griffith The American System of Government (Washington, 4th ed., 1965).

* M. M. Feeley and S. Krislov Constitutional Law (Glenview, 2nd ed., 1990).

* S.E. Finer, V. Bogdanor & B. Rudden, Comparing Constitution (Oxford, 1995)

« E. C. S. Wade & A. W. Bradley, Constitutional and Administrative Law (12th ed. by
A. W. Bradley & K. D. Ewing , London, 1998)

* S. A. De Smith, Constitutional and Administrative Law (8th ed. by R. Razier,
London, 1998).

* D. P. Currie, The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Germany (Chicago, 1994)
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» Thompson, Textbook on Constitutional & Administrative Law (2nd ed., 1995)

* C. Turpin, British Government and the Constitution, (3rd ed., London, 1995)
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* A.H.Birch, The British System of Government (London, 1973)

» S.De Smith, Constitutional and Administrative Law (7th ed., 1994)

* A.Wildavsky, N.W.Polsbky, American Governmental Institutions (Chicago, 1968)

* Cabinets and Counselors: The President and the Executive Branch (Washington,
D.C. 1989)

* . R.Blanpain, International Encyclopaedia of Laws: United States (Boston, 2000)

* Jones, G.W. (ed), West European Prime Ministers' in West European Politics (a
Special Issue) vol. 14, April 1991 (2), pp.1-24

* Elgie, R. Political Leadership in Liberal Democracies, Macmillan 1995, pp. 1-24 &
191-210

* Poguntke, T, & Webb P, The Presidentialization of Politics: A Comparative Study of
Modern Democracies, Oxford Univ. Press, 2005, Ch. 1 pp.1-25.
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* Helms L., Presidents, Prime Ministers and Chancellors: Executive Leadership in
Western Democracies, Palgrave Macmillan 2005, Ch. 1 pp. 3-23.

» Goetz, K.H. Power at the Center: the Organization of Democratic Systems in Paul
M. Heywood, Erik Jones, Martin Rhodes and Ulrich Sedelmeier (eds) Developments
in European Politics, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan 2006, 73-96.

* O'Malley, E., The Power of Prime Ministers: Result of an Expert Survey,

International Political Science Review (2007), vol 28. No. 1, pp. 7-27.
* House of Commons, Political and Constitutional Reform Committee: The Role and
powers of the Prime Minister, Written Evidence (by 20 academics and politicians)

July 2011

Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 70 %
Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture/ Seminar / Pro-seminar / Research

proposal 20 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %
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