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Course/Module description:

It is widely accepted to take for granted some of the foundational premises of
contract law. This course seeks to analyze alternative conceptions suggested by
Jewish contract law, in a way that might challenge contemporary perspectives.

Course/Module aims:
Exploring key issues of contract law in Jewish law, while comparing them to
modern theories of contract law.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
By the end of the course students are expected to:

Identify special approaches of Jewish law in the field of contract law

Apply fundamental ideas of Jewish law to current legal dilemmas of contract law
Compare various doctrines of contract law in Jewish law with modern contract law
Remember prominent research literature on Jewish contract law

Properly analyze primary texts of Jewish law

Attendance requirements(%):
none

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures, final exam

Course/Module Content:
1. The Invalidity of the Contract

2. De Facto Recognition of the Validity of the Contract
3. Two Concepts of Contractual Justice

4. The Doctrine of Fair Prices
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5. Fair Prices - Checks and Balances

6. Coercion

7. Duress

8. The Conceptualization of Good Faith

9. Contract to the Detriment of a Third Party

10. Interpretation of the Contract and the Principle of Good Faith
11. Illlegality

12. Market Overt

13. Contract for the Benefit of a Third Party
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Shahar Lifshitz, Oppressive Contracts: A Jewish Law Perspective 23 J. of Law and
Religion 425 (2008)

Boyter v. Commissioner 668 F.2d 1382 (1981)
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Herzog Rabbi Isaac, The Main Institution of Jewish Law (London and New York,
1967), vol. 2.

Levine Aaron, Free Enterprise and Jewish Law: Aspects of Jewish Business Ethics
(NY, 1980).

Levine Aaron, Business Ethics in Jewish Law (NY, 1987).

Levine Aaron, Moral Issues of the Marketplace in Jewish Law (NY, 2005).
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Grading Scheme:
Written Exam % 100

Additional information:
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