t
DI T MDD A

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Challenges of Constitutional Law in Light of Jewish Law -
62333

Last update 31-03-2025

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Law

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Chagai Schlesinger

Coordinator Email: chagai.schlesinger@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Chagai Schlesinger

Course/Module description:

Public law in Israel faces growing challenges. Do Jewish law sources have
something to contribute to the legal and public discourse regarding these issues?
Are discussions that dealt with pre-modern governance, whose source of authority
was theocratic, relevant to Israeli society in 20247 This course seeks to critically
examine these questions, both in general terms and in relation to specific
contemporary issues

Course/Module aims:
Familiarity with the field of public law in the Jewish legal tradition, and critical
analysis of its potential contribution to contemporary issues in public law in Israel

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
Students will be able to:

1. Understand the theoretical tensions underlying contemporary dilemmas in public
law.

2. ldentify when these tensions appear in Jewish law sources, and how they are
addressed in these sources.

3. Critically analyze when and how these sources contribute to concrete discussions
in Israeli public law.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures, written assignment

Course/Module Content:
1. The challenge: Can we talk about 'public law' in Jewish law?

2. "How can we compare?" Comparative methodologies in the study of Jewish law
3. Building blocks I: The rule of law and separation of powers

4. Building blocks Il: Human rights
5
6
7

. Government institutions in Jewish law: Monarchy
. Government institutions in Jewish law - The community and the foreign ruler
. Majority-minority relations in the democratic process
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8. Majority-minority relations in the Supreme Court rulings: A critical reading
9. Integrity of public officials: (1) Impeachment/eligibility

10. Integrity of public officials: (2) Immunity

11. Jewish law and the laws of war

12. Releasing captives

13. Jewish law and the ‘judicial reform': Appointment of judges

14. Jewish law and the 'judicial reform': Judicial review

Required Reading:
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Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 75 %

Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture/ Seminar / Pro-seminar / Research
proposal 10 %

Active Participation / Team Assignment 15 %

page 4/5



Additional information:
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