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Course/Module description:

Jewish law has a special status under Israeli law, and as such it has become an
integral part of the composition of the Israeli law landscape. This introductory
course is dedicated to getting to know the internal workings of Jewish law, as well as
its foundations as a legal system.

Course/Module aims:
Exploring key issues in the world of Jewish law, while comparing them to modern
legal theories.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
By the end of the course, students are expected to:
Identify the unique characteristics of Jewish law as a legal system
Apply fundamental ideas of Jewish law to current legal dilemmas
Compare various doctrines of Jewish law with Modern law doctrines
Remember prominent research literature on Jewish law
Properly analyze primary texts of Jewish law

Attendance requirements(%):
none

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures, tutorials, written
assignments, a mid-semester test and a final exam

Course/Module Content:
1. Is Jewish Law a Religious Law?
2. Jewish Law: between Rationalism and Revelation
3. Jewish Law: between Tradition and Evolution
4. The Halakhic Periodical Division: Its Normative Status
5. Jewish Law: Judicial Institutions
6. Positivism and Natural Law
7. The Variety of Legal Sources
8. Truth, Controversy and Freedom of Opinion
9. Halakhic Ruling in a World of Controversy
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10. Law and Culture

11. Formalism and Substance

12. Legal Evasion

13. Rules and Principles

14. Law and Equity

15. Law and Compromise

16. Rights and Duties

17. Communitarianism and Individualism

18. Property

19. Justice and Efficiency in Private Law

20. Evidence and Procedure: between Truth and Legal Truth
21. Jewish Law in Israeli Law: Direct Integration
22. Jewish Law in Israeli Law: Indirect Integration
23. Israeli Law in the Eyes of Halakhic Authorities
24. Why Jewish Law? Different Approaches
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Hanina Ben Menahem, 'ls Talmudic Law a Religious Legal System? A Provisional
Analysis', 24 Journal of Law and Religion 379 (2008-2009).

Marvin Fox, ‘Maimonides and Aquinas on Natural Law’, 3 Dine Israel v-xxxvi (1972)

David Novak, Natural Law in Judaism (1998), 1-26, 174-193.

Suzzane L. Stone, Sinnaitice and Noahide Law: Legal Pluralism in Jewish Law, 12
Cardozo L. Rev. 1157 (1990-1991)

Nahum Rakover, 'The Law and the Noahides', Jewish Law and Legal Theory (ed. M.
Golding, Dartmouth Series, Aldershot, 1994) 73

J. David Bleich, 'Judaism and Natural Law', Jewish Law and Legal Theory (ed. M.
Golding, Dartmouth Series, Aldershot, 1994) 85

Daniel B. Sinclair, “Maimonides and Natural Law Theory”, Jewish Law and Legal
Theory (ed. M. Golding, Dartmouth Series, Aldershot, 1994) 123
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Robert M. Cover, 'Bringing the Messiah through the Law: A Case Study', Religion,
Morality and the Law (J. R. Pennock & J. W. Chapman eds., New York and London,
1988), 201-217.

H' Ben-Menahem, Judicial Deviation in Talmudic Law: Governed by Men, Not by
Rules (1991)

Haim Shapira, The Talmudic Debate Over Compromise and the Goals of Judicial
Process", 26 Dinei Israel (2010)

B.S. Jackson (ed.) Agunah: The Manchester Analysis, Draft Final Report of the
Agunah Research Unit University of Manchester (2010)

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 70 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 15 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 15 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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