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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
CRIMINAL LAW - 61846

Last update 15-09-2025

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Criminology

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Daniel Ohana

Coordinator Email: Daniel.Ohana@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Monday 17:00-18:00

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. Daniel Ohana,
Eden Damti

Course/Module description:

This course provides an introduction to fundamental concepts of criminal law. The
focus is on substantive, rather than procedural, law; more specifically, it concerns
the requirements of criminal liability.

Course/Module aims:

The aim of this course is to provide criminology students with basic knowledge of
the substantive criminal law and give them the tools to critically examine various
issues pertaining to the requirements of criminal liability.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
1. Read statutes and judgments on matters pertaining to substantive criminal law.

2. Comprehend the principles and requirements of criminal liability.

3. Identify the constituent elements of an offense and specify the requirements of
criminal liability.

4. Apply the principles of criminal law to various factual scenarios.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures

Course/Module Content:
1. Overview of the Criminal Justice System

* Brief outline of investigation and trial procedure; rules of evidence; and
sentencing principles.

2. The structure of the Court system in Israel: trial courts, appellate courts and the
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Supreme Court

3. Criminal Liability: The Mental Element - Principles of Subjective Fault: Knowledge
and Willful Blindness

4. Criminal Liability: The Mental Element - Intent, Practical Certainty and
Recklessness

5+46. The Mental Element of Murder and the Recent Reform of the Law of Homicide

7. Accomplice Liability: Perpetrators, Joint perpetrators and Perpetrators-by-means
of another Person

8. Accomplice Liability: Aiding and Instigating
9. Criminal Attempt

10+11 Defenses: Intoxication

12. Defenses: Self-Defense

13. Defenses: Home Invasion Self-Defense

Required Reading:
1. Brief Overview of the Criminal Justice System

2. Brief Overview of Principles of Legislation and Constitutional law

3. Criminal Liability: The Mental Element - Principles of Subjective Fault: Knowledge
and Willful Blindness
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4. Criminal Liability: The Mental Element - Intent, Practical Certainty and
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5+4+6. The Mental Element of Murder
and the Recent Reform of Homicide Law
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7. Accomplice Liability: Perpetrators, Joint perpetrators and perpetrators-by-means
of another person
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10+11. Defenses: Intoxication
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Additional Reading Material:
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Grading Scheme:

Computerized Exam - At the cluster % 80

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 20 %

Additional information:
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