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Dr. Daniel Ohana

Course/Module description:

This course provides an introduction to the basic concepts of criminal law. The
focus is on substantive, rather than procedural, law. Emphasis is placed primarily on
the requirements of criminal liability.

Course/Module aims:

The aim of this course is to provide criminology students with basic knowledge of
the substantive criminal law and give them the tools to critically examine various
issues pertaining to the requirements of criminal liability.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
1. Read statutes and judgments on matters pertaining to substantive criminal law.

2. Comprehend the principles and requirements of criminal liability.

3. Identify the components of an offense and specify the requirements of criminal
liability.

4. Apply the principles of criminal law to various factual scenarios.

Attendance requirements(%):
100% Failure to attend more than three classes may disqualify the student from
taking the exam.

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures

Course/Module Content:
1. Overview of the Criminal Justice System

* Brief outline of investigation and trial procedure; rules of evidence; and
sentencing principles.

2. Overview of Principles of Legislation and Constitutional law
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e Court structure: trial courts, appellate courts and Supreme Court

» Differences between primary legislation and secondary legislation.

» Statutory legislation and norms developed by the courts; principles of judicial
precedent.

* Basic Law: Human Dignity and Liberty and judicial review.

3. Criminal Liability: The Mental Element - Principles of Subjective Fault: Knowledge
and Willful Blindness

4. Criminal Liability: The Mental Element - Intent, Practical Certainty and
Recklessness

5. The Mental Element of Murder by Premeditation

6. Criminal Liability: The Mental Element - Principles of Objective Fault - Negligence
and Strict Liability

7. Criminal Liability: The Factual Element - Causation
8. Criminal Liability: The Factual Element - Omissions

9. Accomplice Liability: Perpetrators, Joint perpetrators and Perpetrators-by-means
of another Person

10. Accomplice Liability: Aiding and Instigating

11. Inchoate offenses: Attempts and Conspiracy

12. Defenses: Involuntariness, intoxication and insanity
13. Defenses: Self-Defense

14. Defenses: Duress and Necessity

Required Reading:
1. Brief Overview of the Criminal Justice System

2. Brief Overview of Principles of Legislation and Constitutional law
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3. Criminal Liability: The Mental Element - Principles of Subjective Fault: Knowledge
and Willful Blindness
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4. Criminal Liability: The Mental Element - Intent, Practical Certainty and
Recklessness
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5. The Mental Element of Murder by Premeditation
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6. Criminal Liability: The Mental Element - Principles of Objective Fault - Negligence
and Strict Liability
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7. Criminal Liability: The Factual Element - Causation
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8. Criminal Liability: The Factual Element - Omissions
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9. Accomplice Liability: Perpetrators, Joint perpetrators and perpetrators-by-means
of another person
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10. Accomplice Liability: Aiders and Instigators
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11. Inchoate offenses: Attempts and Conspiracy
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12. Defenses: Involuntariness, intoxication and insanity
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13. Defenses: Self-Defense
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14. Defenses: Duress and Necessity
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Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:
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End of year written/oral examination 80 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 20 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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