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Course/Module description:

This course will provide students with theoretical tools to analyze the public policy
process. During the course we will analyze the stages of the policy process, the
political contexts influencing policy making, and the factors contributing to stability
and change in policy.

Course/Module aims:

The main objective of this course is to give students theoretical and conceptual
tools to understand and analyze the process through which public policy is formed,
institutionalized and changed

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Define central terms in the literature on the policy process and institutional theory
Identify the main stages of the policy process and the forces influencing each stage
Outline the main influences on policy change and stability
Compare different theoretical approaches to policy change
Demonstrate how different theoretical approaches explain a case of policy change

Attendance requirements(%):
Students must attend at least 80% of classes

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Whole-class lecture and
discussion

Course/Module Content:
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Required Reading:

"qo1¥n QIiyn"n Nrin neINmMIENEYTAN )'70N 7Y NN TIN'72 710¥70 :X1an .1
Wieble, C.M. (2020). Theories of the Policy Processes: Ways to Think about Them
and Use Them. https://medium.com/policy-process-matters/theories-of-policy-
processes-ways-to-think-about-them-and-use-them-9368792ecb50
Birkland, T.A. (2020). An Introduction to the Policy Process. New York: Routledge,
pp. 373-414. E-Resource
n'017IN TN Nonn .2
Achen, C. and Bartels, L. M. (2017). Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not
Produce Responsive Government. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, Ch. 2 &
Ch. 11.
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Bachrach, P., and M. S. Baratz (1962). “Two Faces of Power.” American political
science review 56 (4): 947-952.

Cobb, R. W., and Elder, C. D. (1971). “The Politics of Agenda-Building: An Alternative
Perspective for Modern Democratic Theory.” Journal of Politics 33 (4): 892-915.
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Lindblom, C. E. (1959). “The Science of “Muddling Through.’” Public Administration
Review 19 (2): 79-88.

Jones, B. D. (2003). “Bounded Rationality in Political Science: Lessons from Public
Administration.” Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory 13: 395-412.
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Cairney, P. 2020. Understanding Public Policy: Theories and Issue. London: McMillan
and Red Globe Press, Ch. 5.
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Herweg N., Zahariadis,N. and Zohlnhoéfer, R. (2018). “The Multiple Streams
Framework: Foundations, Refinements, and Empirical Applications”. In: Weible, C.M.
and P.A. Sabatier (Eds.) Theories of The Policy Process. Westview Press, Ch. 1. E-
Resource
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Baumagartner, F. R., Jones, B. D. and Mortensen, P. B. (2018). “Punctuated
Equilibrium Theory: Explaining Stability and Change in Public Policymaking.” In:
Weible, C. M. and P. A. Sabatier (Eds.) Theories of the policy process, Westview
Press, Ch. 2. E-Resource
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Jenkins-Smith, H. C., Nohrstedt, D., Weible, C. M. and Ingold, K. (2018). “The
Advocacy Coalition Framework: An Overview of the Research Program.” In: Weible,
C. M. and Sabatier, P. A. (Eds.) Theories of the policy process. Westview Press. Ch.
4. E-Resource

Pierce, Jonathan J., Holly L. Peterson, and Katherine C. Hicks. (2020). “Policy
Change: An Advocacy Coalition Framework Perspective.” Policy Studies Journal
48(1): 64-86.
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Pierson, P. (1996). “The New Politics of the Welfare State.” World Politics 48(2):
143-79.

135-178 'ny ,26 .nj7'0'719 . Nj7'0'7190 17N1 71700 Ni7n N7y nixipn .(2017) 719,101
. http://davis.huji.ac.il/sites/default/files/davisinst/files/Politika 26 0.pdf
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Mahoney, James, and Kathleen A. Thelen, eds. (2010). Explaining Institutional
Change: Ambiguity, Agency and Power. New York: Cambridge University Press.
Introduction.

Hacker, J. S. (2004). “Privatizing Risk without Privatizing the Welfare State: The
Hidden Politics of Social Policy Retrenchment in the United States.” American
Political Science Review 98(2): 243-260.
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Hall, P. A. (1993). “Policy Paradigms, Social Learning, and the State: The Case of
Economic Policymaking in Britain.” Comparative Politics 25(3): 275-296.

Béland, D., and Cox R. H. (2016). “Ideas as coalition magnets: coalition building,
policy entrepreneurs, and power relations. Journal of European Public Policy, 23(3),
pp. 428-445.
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Mintrom, M. (2019).” So you want to be a policy entrepreneur?” Policy Design and
Practice, 2(4), 307-323.

Maor, M. (2017). “Policy Entrepreneurs in Policy Valuation Processes: The Case of
the Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies.” Environment and
Planning C: Government and Policy, 35(8): 1401-1417.
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Maor, M. (2021). “Deliberate Disproportionate Policy Response: Towards a
Conceptual Turn.” Journal of Public Policy, 41(1): 185-208.

Maor, M. (2019). “Overreaction and Bubbles in Politics and Policy.” In: Alex Mintz
and Lesley Terris (Eds.) Oxford Handbook on Behavioral Political Science, Oxford
Handbooks Online, Oxford University Press.
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Baumgartner F. R, Jones, B. D. and Wilkerson J. (2011). “Comparative Studies of
Policy Dynamics.” Comparative Political Studies 44(8): 947-72.

Additional Reading Material:

Birkland, T.A. (2020). An Introduction to the Policy Process. New York: Routledge. E-
Resource

Cairney, P. 2020. Understanding Public Policy: Theories and Issue. London: McMillan
and Red Globe Press.
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Peters, G.B. and Fontaine, G (2020). Handbook of Research Methods and
Applications in Comparative Policy Analysis. Edward Elgar Publishing: Cheltenham, E-
Resource
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https://paulcairney.wordpress.com

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 100 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %
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Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

class presentation

Additional information:

page 6/6


http://www.tcpdf.org

