t
DI T MDD A

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Issues in Terrorism - 58745
Last update 27-09-2023

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: International Relations

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew
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Course/Module Coordinator: Shlomo Goldman
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Course/Module description:

In recent decades, and especially since the events of September 11, 2001,
terrorism has received a significant research boost. Political and public interest in
the issue increased markedly, particularly due to the global scale of the
phenomenon and the large number of fatalities and casualties. The course will
present a general background of the main issues pertaining to terrorism: the
definition of terrorism, history of terrorism, politics of terrorist organizations and
causes of terrorism such as globalization, poverty and religion. Topics such as
terrorist financing, fighting terrorism and the dilemmas involved will also be
discussed. Several lessons will be dedicated to analyzing current terrorist incidents.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

* Think critically about the key aspects of terrorism.
» Understand the complexity of the definition of terrorism and the nature of the
phenomenon.
* Demonstrate knowledge about major trends in the world of terrorism.
* Display in-depth knowledge about the causes of terrorism.
 Demonstrate familiarity with the tools for coping with terrorist organizations as
well as their limitations.

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:
Sub-conventional warfare as a strategy
The history of terrorism
Globalization and terrorism
Religion, poverty, and regime type as causes of terrorism
Coping with terrorism - dilemmas and challenges
Stick or carrot in coping with terrorism?
Terrorist organizations and international legitimacy
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Civil wars, terrorism and democracy in the Middle East.
Islamic terrorist organizations

Required Reading:
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Khan, Alam., & Estrada, Mario Arturo Ruiz. 2017. "Globalization and terrorism: an
overview." Quality & Quantity, 51(4), 1811-1819.*

Saiya, Nilay. 2019. "Religion, state, and terrorism: A global analysis." Terrorism and
Political Violence, 31(2), 204-223.*

Ghatak, Sambuddha, Aaron Gold, and Brandon C. Prins. 2019. "Domestic terrorism
in democratic states: Understanding and addressing minority grievances." Journal of
conflict resolution, 63(2), 439-467.*

Goldman Shlomo O. and Smadar Noy. 2020. "The Size of Terror Organizations:
Poverty and Economic Inequality as Mobilizing Forces." Studies in Conflict &
Terrorism, (on-line).*

Lebens Nacos, Brigitte. 2016. Terrorism and Counterterrorism, Fifth Edition (New
York and London: Routledge, 379-399.*
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Asal, Victor, Karl Rethemeyr, and Joe Young. 2015. “Insurgency BAAD: Dynamics of
Terrorism and Counterterrorism Campaigns.” University of Maryland: The National
Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism , 1-4.*
https://www.start.umd.edu/pubs/START BAAD CT October2015.pdf
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Falk, Ophir. 2015. “Measuring the Effectiveness of Israel’s ‘Targeted Killing’
Campaign.” Perspectives on Terrorism 9(1): 2-26.*
http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/399/792
Aboudd Samer N., and Benjamin Muller J. 2016. Rethinking Hizballah: Legitimacy,
Authority, Violence. Routledge: London and New York, 83-99.*
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Justin, Conrad and Daniel Milton. 2013. “Unpacking the Connection Between Terror
and Islam.” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 36(4): 315-36.*
Piazza, James A. 2009. “Is Islamist Terrorism More Dangerous?: An Empirical Study
of Group Ideology, Organization, and Goal Structure.” Terrorism and Political
Violence 21(1): 62-88.*

Additional Reading Material:
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Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 90 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %

Additional information:
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