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HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: history of art

Academic year: 0

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew
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Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Shalom Sabar

Coordinator Email: shaloms@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Shalom Sabar

Course/Module description:
A thorough examination of the Jewish visual arts in Renaissance and Baroque Italy,
vis-a-vis the culture, arts, and socio-historical factors of the time.

Course/Module aims:
Knowledge and deep understanding of the Jewish visual materials produced in Italy
and their historical, cultural and religious background.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

The ability to examine and evaluate the art of a religious minority against its
complicated relationships with the culture and art of the host society, its
relationships to other Jewish communities and its influence.

Attendance requirements(%):
80%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and class discussions

Course/Module Content:

Art historical and socio-cultural examination of all fields of the Jewish visual arts in
Italy from Late Antiquity and on, with special emphasis on the works created by or
for Jews from the 15th to the 18th centuries. A detailed list of the subjects in the
section.

Required Reading:
Readings assigned from the list in the following paragraph in the course of studies.

Additional Reading Material:
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Arte e cultura ebraiche in Emilia-Romagna, Exhibition catalogue, Ferrara: Palazzo
dei Diamanti, 1988.

Bondoni Simonetta M. & Giulio Busi, eds. Cultura ebraica in Emilia-Romagna, Rimini,
1987.

Cohen, Julie-Marthe, ed. The Ghetto in Venice: Ponentini, Levantini e Tedeschi
1516-1797, Exhibition Catalog, Amsterdam: Jewish Historical Museum, 1990.

De Benedetti, Claudia. La sinagoga degli argenti: Arte e spiritualita ebraica a Casale
Monferrato, Florence, 1991.

Di Castro, Daniela, ed. Arte Ebraica a Roma e nel Lazio, Rome, 1994.

Kahn, Isidoro & Dora Liscia Bemporad, eds. La nazione ebrea di Livorno: Itinerari di
vita, Livorno, 1991.

Mann, Vivian B. ed. Gardens and Ghettos. The Art of Jewish Life in Italy, Exhibition
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Catalogue, New York: The Jewish Museum, 1989.

in Ebraica cultura e Vita .generazione in generazione Di - Ledor Midor : 2177 217N
Veneto, Exhibition catalogue, Abbazia di Praglia, 1989.

Reinisch Sullam, Giovannina. Il Ghetto di Venezia: Le sinagoghe e il museo, Rome,
1985.

Wagner, Carlo & Vera. Museo della Comunita ebraica di Trieste, Florence, 1992.
294-312.
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Blech, Benjamin. The Sistine Secrets: Michelangelo's Forbidden Messages in the
Heart of the Vatican, New York: Harper One, 2009.

Friedman, J. The Most Ancient Testimony: 16th Century Christian Hebraica in the
Age of Renaissance Nostalgia, Athens, Ohio, 1983.

Katz, Dana E. The Jew in the Art of the Italian Renaissance, Philadelphia: University
of Pennsylvania Press, 2008.

Rodov, llia. "[Hebrew] Script in Christian Art." In: Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language
and Linguistics, Boston: Brill, 2013, vol. 3, pp. 462-477.

Sabar, Shalom. “Between Calvinists and Jews: Hebrew Script in Rembrandt's Art.”
In: Beyond the Yellow Badge: Anti-Judaism and Antisemitism in Medieval and Early
Modern Visual Culture, Mitchell Merback (ed.), Leiden: Brill, 2008, pp. 371-404.

Schreckenberg, Heinz. The Jews in Christian Art: An lllustrated History, New York:
Continuum, 1996.

page 4/9



NINXN7 Nd7nnl DY770'XN D220 N LT

.0"7wn ,01ax0 NXXIN (0'7W10,0IX0'20 NOI7NA N'70'X2 NI2277 . [AIXY , 7'9112

TIwnn :0'7viN' ,NIoNAI 0'AXA (N01ON Na N2 ",N>7nn NMS02 no01dN n'a ninX" ', ¥1nd
,2A"7vwn , 070 ,NI2IYNN NINS02 017N 11902 wTNN 0971) nw-n11 'ny ,I"own ,nT 1Mmy7

.(394-349 'ny

22", NmIrnNn NIIAX7 N21TIN AN ATINY Y 7w 00! Ay X 1197 )T .07y, 13X
.(nN'721x2 D1 0"j7) AXj7-207 'ny ,[7v7] axe' X (1Y) 7x07n

Bland, Kalman. “A Jewish Theory of Jewish Visual Culture: Leon Modena's Concepts
of Images and their Effect on Locative memory,” Ars Judaica, 5 (2009), pp. 59-66.

Mann, Vivian. Jewish Texts on the Visual Arts, Cambridge 2000.
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Gutmann, Joseph. Hebrew Manuscript Painting, New York: Braziller, 1978.

Metzger, Mendel. “The John Rylands Meghillah and Other lllustrated Meghilloth of
the 15th to the 17th Cent.,” Bulletin of the John Rylands Library 45 (1962): 148-184.
----- . “A Study of Some unknown Hand-Painted Meghilloth of the 17th and 18th

Cent.,” Bulletin of the John Rylands Library 46 (1963): 84-126.

----- . “The Earliest Engraved Italian Meghilloth,” Bulletin of the John Rylands Library
48 (1966): 381-432.

Metzger, Thérese and Mendel. Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, New York, 1982.

Roth, Cecil. The Casale Pilgrim. A 16th Cent. lllustrated Guide to the Holy Paces,
London, 1929.
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Amram, David W. The Makers of Hebrew Books in Italy, London, 1963.

Sabar, Shalom. “Messianic Aspirations and Renaissance Urban Ideals: The Image of
Jerusalem in the Venice Haggadah, 1609,” Jewish Art 23/24 (1997/98): 294-312.

Yerushalmi, Yosef Hayim. Haggadah and History, Philadelphia, 1976 (second ed.).
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Cassuto, David. “A Venetian Paroket and its Design Origins,” Jewish Art 14 (1988):
35-43.

Fishof, Iris. “Renaissance Hanukkah Lamps from Italy,” Israel Museum News 4/2
(1970): 65-74.

Grossman, C. “Womanly Arts: A Study of Italian Torah Binders,” Journal of Jewish Art
7 (1980): 35-43.

Lazar, Hava. “Jonah, the Tower, and the Lions: An Eighteenth Century Italian Silver
Book Binding,” Journal of Jewish Art 3/4 (1977): 58-73.
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Cassuto, David. “The Scuola Grande Tedesca in the Venice Ghetto,” Journal of
Jewish Art 3/4 (1977): 40-57.

Curiel, Roberta and Bernard D. Cooperman, The Venetian Ghetto, New York, 1990.

Dorfman, R. and B-Z. Synagogues Without Jews and the Communities that Built and
Used Them, Philadelphia, 2000.

Fortis, Umberto. Jews and Synagogues: Venice, Florence, Rome, Leghorn, Venice,
1973.

Krinsky, C. H. Synagogues of Europe: Architecture, History, Meaning, Cambridge,
Mass., 1985, pp. 341-386.

Sacerdotti, Annie and others, eds. Itinerari ebraici - Jewish Itineraries. A series of
nine volumes: Piemonte, Lombardia, Veneto, Friuli - Venezia Giulia, Emilia
Romagna, Toscana, Marche, Liguria, Lazio, Venice: Marsilio, 1993-1997.
Wischnitzer, Rachel. The Architecture of the European Synagogue, Philadelphia,
1964.
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Fishof, Iris. “ Jerusalem above my chief joy’: Depictions of Jerusalem in Italian
Ketubbot,” Journal of Jewish Art 9 (1982): 61-75.

Grassi, Liliana, ed. Ketubbot italiane. Antichi contratti nuziali ebraici miniati, Milan
1984 (reviewed by Sabar in Jewish Art 12/13 [1986/87]: 351-54).

Sabar, Shalom. “The Use of Christian Motifs in lllustrations of Jewish Marriage
Contracts in Italy and its Meaning,” Journal of Jewish Art 10 (1984): 47-63.

------ . “The Beginnings of Ketubbah Decoration in Italy: Venice in the Late Sixteenth
to the Early Seventeenth Centuries," Jewish Art 12/13 (1986/87): 96-110.
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------ . "The Golden Age of Ketubbah Decoration in Venice and Amsterdam," in
Cohen, J.M. The Ghetto in Venice, 1990, pp. 86-105.

------ . Ketubbah: Jewish Marriage Contracts of the Hebrew Union College Skirball
Museum and Klau Library, Philadelphia and New York, 1990.

------ . Ebrei a Lugo: | Contratti Matrimoniali, Exhibition Catalog (in Italian and
English), Biblioteca Comunale Fabrizio Trisi, Lugo, 1994.

------ . “The Harmony of the Cosmos: The Image of the Ideal Jewish World According
to Venetian Ketubbah Illuminators,” | beni culturali ebraici in Italia, ed. M. Perani,
Ravenna, 2003, pp.195-215.

------ . “Between Judaism and Christianity: The Unusual Engraved Border of a
Ketubbah from Mantua, 1689,” Rassegna Mensile di Israel 69 (2003): 1-30.
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Dolcetti, Giovanni. Il libro d’argento delle famiglie venete. Nobili, cittadine e
popolari, 3 vols., Venice, 1922-1925.

Friedenberg, Daniel M. Medieval Jewish Seals from Europe, Detroit, 1987.

Lazar, Hava. “Coats of Arms of Italian Jews,” in:
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Pisa, Franco. “Parnassim: Le grandi famiglie ebraiche italiane dal secolo XI al XIX,”
Annuario di studi ebraici 10 (1980-1984): 291-461.

Roth, Cecil. "Stemmi di famiglie ebraiche italiane," in:
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 30 %

Project work 60 %

Assignments 10 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %
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Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %
Oral presentation

Additional information:

Class presentation and a seminar paper.
The class includes visits to relevant collections in public museums, synagogues and
private collections.
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