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Prof Luba Freedman

Course/Module description:

In this course we will learn Leonardo's works in three fields of painting: religious,
mythological, and portraiture. We will try to understand their charismatic power:
every work of his is a masterpiece and every work demands the close inspection of
its every element: it is not even important whether the extant painting is indeed
done by the master's hand.

Course/Module aims:

to learn Leonardo's paintings as the product of the Florentine master; to
understand the visual tradition in which the traditional subjects became perceived
as innovative; to understand these works in relation to their destined location; to
write a research paper with distinction between facts and hypotheses and between
ideas of critics and those of scholars.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

to learn in depth the paintings of Leonardo in light of their traditional iconography;
to distinguish between categories of works; to raise questions by way of combining
observation and knowledge; to write a research paper.

Attendance requirements(%):
90

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: use of power point [resentations
which combine images and factual texts; combination of frontal lectures and
discussions of raised subjects; discussions of research subjects

Course/Module Content:
Introduction surveys all the works by Leonardo
Leonardo-Verrochio problems
The Annunciation; Ginevra de' Benci; The Adoration of the Magi; Saint Jerome; The
Virgin of the Rocks; The Last Supper; Saint Anne; Monal Lisa.

Required Reading:
Bibliography for a BA/IMA seminar # 05819, taught by Prof. Luba Freedman
(e-mail: lubafre@mail.huji.ac.il Tuesdays, 18:15-19:00, 7708, 588-3864)
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Selected Paintings of Leonardo da Vinci
On Leonardo as a Painter (general call number is ND 623 L553)

Brown, David Alan. Leonardo Da Vinci: Origins of a Genius (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1998). ND 623 L553 B76 Reserves

Feinberg, Larry J. The Young Leonardo (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2011).
N 6923 L553 F44 2011 - 7 days

Kemp, Martin. Leonardo da Vinci: The Marvellous Works of Nature and Man (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2006). ND 623 L553 K44 2006 Reserves Also available in
electronic format: Sys no 1858903 - opens for the HUJI users (from the University or
via remote access Samba)

Marani, Pietro C. Leonardo da Vinci: The Complete Paintings, trans. A. Lawrence
Jenkins (New York: H. N. Abrams, 2000). ND 623 L553 M3813 2000 Not for loan

Ottino della Chiesa, Angela. The Complete Paintings of Leonardo da Vinci, intro. L.
D. Ettlinger (New York: H. N. Abrams, 1967). ND 623 L553 C66 1967 Not for loan

Syson, Luke, et al, ed. Leonardo da Vinci: Painter at the Court of Milan (London:
National Gallery Company, and New Haven: Yale University Press, 2011). ND 623
L553 597 2011 Reserves

Zollner, Frank, with Johannes Nathan. Leonardo da Vinci, 1452-1519: The Complete
Paintings and Drawings (Cologne and Los Angeles: Taschen, 2003). Oversized ND
623 L553 Z64 2003 Not for loan

Leonardo’s Writings:

Leonardo on Painting: An Anthology of Writings by Leonardo da Vinci with a
selection of documents relating to his career as an artist, ed. by Martin Kemp;
selected and translated by Martin Kemp and Margaret Walker (London and New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1989).

ND 1130 L5813 Reserves

Leonardo da Vinci. The Literary Work of Leonardo da Vinci, compiled and edited
from the original manuscripts by Jean Paul Richter (London: Phaidon, 1970). ND 623
L553 A15

Not for loan

Leonardo da Vinci. Treatise on Painting (Codex Urbinas Latinus 1270), trans. and
annot. A. Philip McMahon, with an intro. Ludwig H. Heydenreich, 2 vols (Princeton,

page 3/5



N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1956). ND 1130 L515 Not for loan

Farago, Claire J. Leonardo da Vinci’s Paragone: A Critical Interpretation with a New
Edition of the Text in the Codex Urbinas (Leiden: Brill, 1992). ND 1130 F35 Not for
loan

Additional Reading Material:
The bibliography will be explained in class

Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 0 %
Project work 0 %
Assignments 0 %
Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 100 %
written paper or presentation in class

Additional information:
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