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Lecture 1: Introduction to Political Economy

- Analyzing Politics, Chapter 1.

- Liberalism Against Populism, Chapter 1.

- Pathologies of Rational Choice Theory, Chapter 2.

- Besley, Timothy (2007). “The New Political Economy,” The Economic Journal, 117,
pages F540 - F557. [link to article]

- Acemoglu, Daron and James A. Robinson (2013). “Economics versus Politics:
Pitfalls of Policy Advice,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 27 (2): 173-192. [link to
article]

Lecture 2: Introduction to Social Choice Theory
a) Individual Preferences and Rationality
Analyzing Politics, Chapter 2.
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b) Group Choice
- Analyzing Politics, Chapter 7.
- Liberalism Against Populism, Chapter 2.

Lecture 3: May’s and Arrow’s Theorems

May's Theorem

- Liberalism Against Populism, Chapter 3.

- Mass-Collel, Whinston and Green, 1995, Microeconomic Theory, pages 789-792.

Lecture 4:

a) Arrow's Theorem

- Analyzing Politics, Chapter 4.

- Liberalism Against Populism, Chapter 5.

- Eytan Sheshinski, 1967/68, Public Finance, pages 176-183 (Hebrew).

Lecture 5: Median Voter Theorem

- Analyzing Politics, Chapter 5.

- Walter Nicholson (2002). Microeconomic Theory, 8th edition, pages 696-698.
- Meltzer, A. and Richard, S. F. (1981). “A Rational Theory of the Size of the
Government,” Journal of Political Economy, 89(5): 914-927. [link to article]

Lecture 6: Median Voter Theorem - Empirical Evidence

a) Solving problem set 1 in class

- Milanovic, Branco (2000). “The median-voter hypothesis, income inequality, and
income redistribution: an empirical test with the required data,” European Journal of
Political Economy, 16: 367 - 410. [link to article]

- Lind, Jo T. (2005). “Why is there so little redistribution?” Nordic Journal of Political
Economy, 31:111-125. [link to article]

- Zeira, Joseph. and Michel Strawicinsky. “Reducing the relative size of the
government in Israel after 1985,” in Avi Ben Bassat (editor), The Israeli Economy,
1985 - 1998: From Government Intervention to Market Economics. (in Hebrew)

- Karabarbounis, Loukas (2011). “One dollar, one vote,” Economic Journal, 121
(553): 621-651. [link to article]

Lecture 7:

a) Solving problem set 2 in class

b) Single peaked preferences and multiple dimension problems
- Analyzing Politics, Chapter 5.

Lecture 8: Non single-peaked preferences - ends against the middle
- Fernandez, Raquel and Richard Rogerson (1995). “On the Political Economy of
Education Subsidies,” Review of Economic Studies, 62 (2): 249-262. [link to article]

Lecture 9: Spatial Models of Legislatures
a) Spatial Models of Legislatures
- Analyzing Politics, Chapter 5.
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- Pathologies, Chapter 6.
b) Introduction to Game Theory
- An Introduction to Game Theory, Chapters 1-2, 4-6

Lecture 10:

a) Solving problem set 3 in class

b) Introduction to Game Theory

- An Introduction to Game Theory, Chapters 1-2, 4-6

Lecture 11: Introduction to Game Theory
- An Introduction to Game Theory, Chapters 1-2, 4-6

Lecture 12: Models of Representative Democracy

- Alesina, Alberto and Howard Rosenthal (1995). Partisan Politics, Divided
Government, and the Economy, Cambridge University Press, Chapter 2.

- Pathologies, Chapter 7.

- Lee, David, Enrico Moretti and Matthew J. Butler (2004). “Do voters affect or elect
policies?” Evidence from the U.S. House, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 119(3),
pages 807-859. [link to article]

Lecture 13: Models of Representative Democracy with Incomplete Information
- Alesina, Alberto and Howard Rosenthal (1995). Partisan Politics, Divided
Government, and the Economy, Cambridge University Press, Chapter 2.

- Roemer, John (2001). Political Competition: Theory and Applications, Harvard
University Press, Chapters 2-3.

Lecture 14:
- Solving problem set 4 in class

Lectures 15-16: The Citizen-Candidate Model

- Besley, Timothy and Stephen Coate (1997). “An Economic Model of Representative
Democracy,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 112(1): 85-114. [link to article]

- Osborne Martin J. and Al Slivinski (1996). “A Model of Political Competition with
Citizen Candidates,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 111(1): 65-96. [link to article]

Lecture 17: Monetary Returns and Politicians Quality

- Eggers, Andrew C. and Jens Hainmueller (2009). “MPs for Sale? Returns to Office in
Postwar British Politics,” American Political Science Review, 103(4): 513-533. [link to
article]

- Fisman, Raymond, Nikolaj A. Harmon, Emir Kamenica and Inger Munk (2015).
“Labor Supply of Politicians,” Journal of the European Economic Association, 13(5):
871-905. [link to article]

- Ferraz, Claudio and Frederico Finan (2011). “Motivating Politicians: The Impact of
Monetary Incentives on Quality and Performance,” mimeo, University of Berkeley.
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[link to article]

Lecture 18:
Solving problem set 5 in class

Lecture 19: Agency, Theory
- Persson and Tabellini, Political Economics, chapter 4.

Lecture 20: Agency

a) Theory:

- Ferejohn John (1986). “Incumbent Performance and Electoral Control,” Public
Choice, 50(1-3): 5 - 26. [link to article]

b) Empirics:

- Franck, Raphael and lllia Rainer (2012), “Does the leader’s ethnicity matter?
Ethnic favoritism, education, and health in Sub-Saharan Africa,” American Political
Science Review, 106 (2): 294-325. [link to article]

- Burgess, Robin, Remi Jedwab, Edward Miguel, Ameet Morjaria and Gerard Padro i
Miquel (2015). “The value of democracy: Evidence from road building in Kenya,”
American Economic Review, 105(6): 1817-1851. [link to article]

Lecture 21: Collective Action
- Analyzing Politics, Chapters 8 - 9.

Lecture 22: Application of Collective Action - Voting

- Palfrey Thomas R. and Howard Rosenthal (1983). “A Strategic Calculus of Voting,”
Public Choice, 41(1): 7 - 53. [link to article]

- Pathologies of Rational Choice Theory, Chapter 4.

- Shachar, Ron and Barry Nalebuff. (1999). “Follow the leader: Theory and evidence
on political participation,” American Economic Review, 89(3): 525-547. [link to
article]

- Ben-Bassat Avi and Momi Dahan (2012). “Social identity and voter behavior,”
Public Choice, 151 (1-2): 193-214. [link to article]

Lecture 23: Collective Action

- Ben-Bassat, Avi, Momi Dahan and Esteban F. Klor (2016). “Is Centralization a
Solution to the Soft Budget Constraint Problem?” European Journal of Political
Economy, 45: 57-75. [link to article]

Lecture 24:
Solving problem set 6 in class

Lectures 25-26: To be determined.
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Shepsle, Kenneth A. and Mark S. Bonchek (2010). Analyzing Politics, Rationality,
Behavior and Institutions, New York: W. W. Norton & Company.

Riker, William H. (1982). Liberalism Against Populism, lllinois: Waveland Press.

Osborne, Martin (2004). An Introduction to Game Theory, Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

McCarty, Nolan and Adam Meirowitz (2007). Political Game Theory, New York:
Cambridge University Press.

Bueno de Mesquita, Ethan (2016). Political Economy for Public Policy, New Jersey:
Princeton University Press.
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