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Dr. Dana Blander

Course/Module description:

Democracy is characterized by tensions, conflicts and internal contradictions -
between representation and governability, the relations between the three
authorities, majority rule vs. minority rights, bureaucracy vs. politics, freedom vs.
loyalty, and consensus vs. disagreement. These conflicting tensions make
Democracy, as Plato said, “a charming form of government, full of variety and
disorder,” but also a very fragile one. These tensions are interwoven in Israel's
vibrant democracy.

During the course we will learn to recognize the complexity of democracy while
finding our way in the maze of Israeli democracy. In each lesson, we will become
acquainted with these tensions on a theoretical level, and we will see how they are
reflected in Israeli democracy. The course will allow us to acquire analytical tools for
analyzing the current reality in Israel as well as to evaluate democracy as a
governmental system and as a political culture.

Course/Module aims:

Learning about democratic theory, its principles and fundamental values, a deep
understanding of the meaning of citizenship in democracy, and an analysis of the
reality of Israeli society and politics in light of all these.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To understand the basic values and principles of democracy, recognize the
tensions and dilemmas inherent in democracy as a regime and a political culture,
acknowledge the vital role of citizens in a democracy and analyze political events in
an informed and rationalized manner.

Attendance requirements(%):
80%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: on-line

Course/Module Content:

Substantial vs. procedural democracy, Israel as a Jewish and democratic state,
governability and representation, separation of powers and checks and balances,
rifts and consensus, leadership and decision-making in a democratic state,
protection of minority rights against majority tyranny, free spiritual institutions and
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their role in democracy, Israeli democracy and a comparative perspective on
democracy today and the challenges and threats it faces.

Required Reading:
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Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 100 %
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Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 0 %
Project work 0 %
Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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