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Course/Module description:
A seminar that examines the development of the Israeli political parties since
1992

Course/Module aims:
To analyze the development of political parties in Israel since 1992.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
* To introduce the major changes in the political parties in Israel since 1992.
* Assess the impact of changes in parties on their functioning and the functioning of
the political system in Israel.
* Plan a systematic research in political science.
* Collect and analyze primary sources and data.
* Write original research paper in political science.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Seminar: Lectures by lecturer and
students, assignments, presentations.

Course/Module Content:
1. Introduction; each student selects a political party.

2. Sources for research on political parties

3. What is a party? The Functional approach

4. What is a new party and the genealogy of political parties in Israel
5. The legal framework

6. The party formal framework

7. Mapping party ideology

8. The national electoral arena
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9. Parties in the local arena

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Leadership selection methods and their political consequences
Candidate selection methods and their political consequences
The politics of reform of candidate selection methods

Party members in Israel

Political recruitment in Israel

Funding of political parties

Parties in parliament and in government

Parties and policy

Party in the media

The Party in the cyberspace

The party system

Development of political parties and party types A
Development of political parties and party types B

Parties decline or parties adaptation?

Was 1992 a turning point for Israeli political parties?

Required Reading:
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Barnea, Shlomit and Gideon Rahat. 2011. "‘Out with the OId, In with the “New™
What Constitutes a New Party?” Party Politics, Vol. 17, No. 3, pp. 303-320.
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Arian, Asher and Michal Shamir. 2008. "A Decade Later, the World had Changed, the
Cleavage Structure Remained: Israel 1996-2006," Party Politics, Vol. 14, No. 6, pp.
685-705.
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Hazan, Reuven Y. and Gideon Rahat. 2006. “Candidate Selection,” in Richard Katz
and William Crotty (eds.), Handbook of Party Politics. London: Sage, pp. 109-121.

Barnea, Shlomit and Gideon Rahat. 2007. “Reforming Candidate Selection Methods:
A Three-Level Approach,” Party Politics, Vol. 13, No. 3, pp. 375-394.

Kenig, Ofer, Michael Philippov and Gideon Rahat. 2013. “Party Membership in Israel:
An Overview,” Israel Studies Review, vol. 28, No. 1, pp. 8-32.

Rahat, Gideon and Reut Itzkovitch Malka. 2012. “Political Representation in Israel:
Minority Sectors vs. Women,” Representation, Vol. 48, No. 3, pp. 307-319.
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Kenig, Ofer and Shlomit Barnea. “The Selection of Ministers in Israel: Is the Prime
Minister 'A Master of His Domain'?” Israel Affairs, Vol. 15, No. 3, 2009, pp. 261-278.
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Dalton, Russell J., David M. Farrell and lan McAllister. 2011. Political Parties and
Democratic Linkage. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 193-212.

Rahat, Gideon and Tamir Sheafer. 2007. "The Personalization(s) of Politics: Israel
1949-2003," Political Communication, Vol. 24, No. 1, pp. 65-80.
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177-210.
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Reuven Y. Hazan, 'Party System Change in Israel, 1948-98: A Conceptual and
Typological Border-Stretching of Europe?' in Paul Pennings and Jan-Erik Lane, (eds.(
Comparing Party System Change, Routledge: London, 1998, pp.151-166.

Katz, Richard and Peter Mair. 1995. "Changing Models of Party Organization and
Party Democracy: The Emergence of the Cartel Party", Party Politics, Vol. 1, No. 1,
pp. 5-28.
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Gunther, Richard and Larry Diamond. 2003. "Species of Political Parties: A New
Typology," Party Politics, Vol. 9. No.2, pp. 167-199.
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Additional Reading Material:
None

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 5 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %
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Project work 0 %
Assignments 80 %
Reports 0 %

Research project 15 %
Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
Assignments:

2. Sources for research on political parties

Students’ assignment for the next meeting: Make a list of sources that deals with
“your” party. This list should include primary and secondary sources, Hebrew and
English, written and electronic.

3. What is a party? The Functional approach

7911 2712719 [N ,Y112 N'Ai7y , 007 [IYTa nat, 7xwna nia7onn axn" 2013 .91y ,117
.N'0N7IAT7 7NN 1DAN (D'7WIN . 7wnnn now (7' ,(0271y) 117

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Do “your” party perform the functions
attributed to parties by Kenig (Table 5.1)? How?

4. What is a new party and the genealogy of political parties in Israel

Barnea, Shlomit and Gideon Rahat. 2011. "‘Out with the Old, In with the “New""
What Constitutes a New Party?” Party Politics, Vol. 17, No. 3, pp. 303-320.

reads student Each] nninsn n0'01221XN :2'aX 70 .78 w2 NA75n0n .1997 .ma 12121
on "hers" own party].

Students’ assignment for the meeting: What is the date of birth of "your" party?
Justify your claim according to the assigned article or propose other criteria. Also
present its incarnations since its inception.

5. The legal framework

1992 2"awnn ,nn7onn 7in

http://www.knesset.gov.il/elections16/heb/laws/party law.htm
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.274-280 'ny , Tnixnn

.N'0Y7INT7 '7XWA (1DAN (07,59 'on nTay 1 . nim'wa n'7'09 .2005 D711 ,1X9017

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Does "your" party fulfill the requirements set
by the party law? Which parts of the law are relevant to "your" party and which are

not?
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6. The party formal framework
Each student reads his party constitution
.221-238 'ny ,nninsn n0'012INN (12AN 7N .7XwW2 nia7onn 1997 .2, 11120

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Try to map in one-page the formal structure
of "your" party.

7. Mapping party ideology

Each student reads and compares "her" party platforms at least at two time points
(if possible 1992 and 2013).

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Map the main elements of "your" party
platform according to the conventional distinctions of left and right and point to
changes that occured over time.

8. The national electoral arena

Arian, Asher and Michal Shamir. 2008. "A Decade Later, the World had Changed, the
Cleavage Structure Remained: Israel 1996-2006," Party Politics, Vol. 14, No. 6, pp.
685-705.

nn7onn (rox :nin'nan (vsxn" 2010 .71x1j7 NITIXI 719 77102 ,1702 78O0 WX, [NIN
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Students’ assignment for the meeting: Present the developments relating to "your"
party on the basis of the results of general elections since 1992, relevant articles
and reference to the articles by Shamir and Arian and Kenig et. al.

9. Parties in the local arena

,(771Y) 17 1712 ", mi7nn (107va nia7onn nivznin cnynTi7t 78" .1998 .0n1ax , N>
.263-273 'ny ,TNIXNN Y1270 (2AX 7N .NIA79100 Y7

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Present the developments relating to "your"
party on the basis of the results of local elections since 1992. In your analysis refer
to the article by Brichta.

10. Leadership selection methods and their political consequences

D'TAvI n'n1a ,(711Y) 0N WA N2 Y, ni7en wnin 7 anTnl n'na" .2006 .91y ,11;7
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Students’ assignment for the meeting: Define the main elements of the leadership
method of "your" party and changes in it since 1992.

11. Candidate selection methods and their political consequences

Hazan, Reuven Y. and Gideon Rahat. In 2006. "Candidate Selection," in Richard Katz
and William Crotty (eds.), Handbook of Party Politics. London: Sage, pp. 109-121.

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Define the main elements of the candidate
selection method of "your" party and changes in it since 1992.
12. The politics of reform of candidate selection methods

Barnea, Shlomit and Gideon Rahat. In 2007. "Reforming Candidate Selection
Methods: A Three-Level Approach," Party Politics, Vol. 13, No. 3, pp. 375-394.

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Use the article to explain the changes / lack
of changes in leadership and the candidate selection methods in "your" party since
1992.

13. Party members in Israel

Kenig, Ofer, Michael Philippov and Gideon Rahat. 2013. "Party Membership in Israel:
An Overview," Israel Studies Review, Vol. 28, No. 1, pp. 8-32.

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Present data and analysis of the members of
"vour" party according to the criteria presented by Kenig, Philippov and Rahat.
14. Political recruitment in Israel

Rahat, Gideon and Reut Itzkovitch Malka. In 2012. "Political Representation in Israel:
Minority Sectors vs. Women, "Representation, Vol. 48, No.. 3, pp. 307-319.

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Present data and demographic analysis of
party representatives of "your" party using the criteria presented in the articles of
Rahat and Itzkovitch Malka.

15. Funding of political parties

Each student examines reports on "his" party.
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Students’ assignment for the meeting: Does Hofnung's claims valid when it refers to
“vour" party? In what manner?

16. Parties in parliament and in government

Kenig, Ofer and Shlomit Barnea. "The Selection of Ministers in Israel: Is the Prime
Minister, 'A Master of His Domain?" Israel Affairs, Vol. 15, No.. 3, 2009, pp. 261-278.

Students’ assignment for the meeting: What is the level of cohesion that "your"
party demonstrates? How are the ministers from "your" party appointed?

17. Parties and policy

Hazan, Reuven Y. and Gideon Rahat. In 2010. "Israeli Settlements and Political
Parties," in Cheryl A. Rubenberg (ed.), Encyclopedia of the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, pp. 684-691.

Students’ assignment for the meeting: What is the role of the party organization of
"vour" party in policy making? What is the impact of the party on government
policy?

18. Party in the media

Rahat, Gideon and Tamir Sheafer. In 2007. "The Personalization (s) of Politics: Israel
1949-2003," Political Communication, Vol. 24, No.. 1, pp. 65-80.

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Locate ten recent references to "your" party
in the media and analyze its cahrecteristics (personal, partisan or mixed).

19. The Party in the cyberspace
TN (N2 TN N2, manwin 0an (2009 ni'naa nia7on nx" 2011 ,1IX'0 OXNI 12, UN0OXN
n"y,nrTnn y1n7 n'7xIwn NTAND (AN 7N, 1N[7'0'7191 N72N0 71171100 ,(0D11Y) [IX-17

177-210.

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Analyze "your" party's website according to
the criterions offered by Atmor and Siani.
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20. Party system
.239-253 'ny ,nninsn n0'012INN (2AN 7N .7XwW2 nia7onn 1997 .2, 1112

Reuven Y. Hazan, 'Party System Change in Israel, 1948-98: A Conceptual and
Typological Border-Stretching of Europe?' in Paul Pennings and Jan-Erik Lane, (eds.
(Comparing Party System Change, Routledge: London, 1998, pp.151-16

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Where is "your" party located in the party
system since 1992 (indicate whether there were shifts)? Does its location
strengthen or weakens it?

21. Development of political parties and party types A

Katz, Richard and Peter Mair. 1995. "Changing Models of Party Organization and
Party Democracy: The Emergence of the Cartel Party", Party Politics, Vol. 1, No. 1,
pp. 5-28.

,1 (72,1 715 ,n1ani 01T " 78w 7007-0019 NIA75n (N'NITXA 01200 7v nnawt w7y
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Students’ assignment for the meeting: Which of the proposed party types fits "your"
party ? Explain.

22. Development of political parties and party types B

Gunther, Richard and Larry Diamond. 2003. "Species of Political Parties: A New
Typology," Party Politics, Vol. 9. No.2, pp. 167-199.

,N1ani NN *,1950-2000 7xwa nia7onn :nai7ryxiol narzixmx 2t 2001 .2 ,1a120m
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Students’ assignment for the meeting: Which of the party types proposed by
Gunther and Diamond fits "your" party and how would is it calsiified following
Nueberger's approach? Explain.

23. Parties decline or parties adaptation?
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Students’ assignment for the meeting: Does "your" party decline or adapt?

24. Was 1992 a turning point for Israeli political parties?

Students’ assignment for the meeting: Was the year 1992 a turning point for your
party?
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