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Syllabus

Israel in a Comparative Perspective: civil-military
relations in routine and warring times - 56149
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HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Political Science

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Yonatan Freeman

Coordinator Email: yonatan.freeman@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: With prior coordination
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Yonatan Freeman

Course/Module description:

In this course we will examine how attributes, factors and processes influence the
military’s relationship with civil society and its leadership during routine and warring
times. Using a comparative analysis of Israeli, American and other case studies, we
will discuss topics such as: the civilian oversight of the military by the state and non-
state actors; the means a conscription-based military, as opposed to an all-
volunteer military, influences civil-military relations; and the way in which the
military communicates with the media.

Course/Module aims:

An examination of the attributes, factors and processes that shape the relationship
between civil society and its leadership with the military using a comparative
analysis of Israeli, American and other case studies.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

* Analyze how the attributes, factors and processes impact the relationship
between civil society and its leadership and the military during routine and warring
times.

* Examine the military’s influence on the civilian leadership in Israel, the United
States and other countries.

» To present the means of which there is civilian control of the military

» To assess the way in which a conscription-based military, as opposed to an all-
volunteer military, influences civil-military relations.

» To discuss how the military communicates with the media.

Attendance requirements(%):
Attendance compulsory in accordance with university regulations. (100%)

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures and class discussions

Course/Module Content:

1. State supervision of the military
2. Non-state actors and their supervision of the military
3. Sensitivity to casualties
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4. The social composition of the military
5. Gender and the military

6. Conscription-based militaries

7. All-volunteer militaries

8. The military and anti-war protest

9. The military and the media

Required Reading:
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Additional Reading Material:
Upon request

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 100 %

Additional information:
During the course the lecturer may decide, for academic reasons, on changes in
the study program, including assignments that appear in the syllabus.
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