
 

  

 
  

 The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Syllabus

 Politics in the Arab World - Ideologies Regimes adn
Institutions - 56142 
  Last update 09-08-2016 
  
HU Credits:   4 

  
Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor) 

  
Responsible Department: political science 

  
Academic year: 0 

  
Semester: 1st Semester 

  
Teaching Languages: Hebrew 

  
Campus: Mt. Scopus  

  
Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Wael Abu-'Uksa 

  
 Coordinator Email: wabu@mail.huji.ac.il 

  
Coordinator Office Hours: 

                               page 1 / 6

mailto:wabu@mail.huji.ac.il


 

  
Teaching Staff: 
  Dr. Wael Abu-Uksa 

  
Course/Module description: 
  The course deals with basic issues derived from the concept of “politics” in the
Arab sphere, and it focuses on the manifestations of this concept on political and
social organization. The discussion will be on two parallel levels, the theoretical and
the historical. In relation to the first level, the course will explore central theories
and concepts that played pivotal roles in conceptualizing “politics” and it will focus
on their influence on and contribution to the formation of the institutions of the
modern Arab states. On the historical level, the course will explore central events
and turning points in the modern history of the Arab world. The aim is to provide the
students with tools to understand and analyze the politics of the modern Arab
world. 

 
Course/Module aims: 
  analyze the politics of the modern Arab world. 

 
Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to: 
  The course will enable students to understand and analyze central events in the
modern history of the Arab world. 

 
Attendance requirements(%): 
   

 
Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: 

  
Course/Module Content: 
  Selected subjects: 
“Politics” and “Political” in Arab-Islamic context 
 
The medieval doctrine, “governance in accordance with philosophy” (siyāsa
madaniyya) and its modern evolution 
 
The medieval doctrine “governance in accordance with religious law” (siyāsa
sharʿiyya), and its modern evolution 
 
Nation-states in the Arab world 
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Islamic reformism and the revival of siyāsa sharʿiyya 
 
The idea of progress and the revival of siyāsa madaniyya 
 
The foundation of the Turkish republic 
 
Political Islam 
 
Pan-Arab Nationalism 
 
Arab Liberalism 
 
Decolonization: Egypt, Syria, North Africa and the Golf 
 
The Arab league 
 
Republicanism and revolution after WWII 
 
The war of 1967: Intellectual history 
 
The crisis of the Arab left after 1967 
 
The rise of the Gulf states 
 
The doctrine, siyāsa sharʿiyya and the liberal challenge 
 
The Arab spring 
 

  
Required Reading: 
 selected bibliography: 
 
Abu-Rabi, Ibrahim M. Intellectual Origins of Islamic Resurgence in the Modern Arab
World. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1996. 
 
Ajami, Fouad. “The End of Pan-Arabism.” In Pan-Arabism and Arab Nationalism: The
Continuing Debate, edited by Tawfi E. Farah, 96–115. Boulder: Westview Press,
1987. 
 
al-Farabi, Abu Nasr Muhammad Ibn Muhammad. Fuṣūl Al-Madanī: Aphorisms of the
Statesman. Translated by D. M. Dunlop. Cambridge: University Press, 1961. 
 
Al-Azmeh, Aziz. Islams and Modernities. London: Verso, 1996. 
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Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism. London: Verso, 1991. 
 
Anjum, Ovamir. Politics, Law, and Community in Islamic Thought: The Taymiyyan
Moment. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014. 
 
Antonius, George. The Arab Awakening: The Story of the Arab National Movement.
London: Hamish Hamilton, 1938. 
 
Ayalon, Ami. “Semantics and the Modern History of Non-European Societies: Arab
‘Republics’ as a Case Study.” The Historical Journal 28, no. 4 (1985): 821–34. 
 
Beblawi, Hazem. “The Rentier State in the Arab World.” In The Arab State, edited by
Giacomo Luciani, 85–98. London: Routledge, 1990. 
 
Black, Antony. The History of Islamic Political Thought: From the Prophet to the
Present. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2011. 
 
Botman, Selma. The Rise of Egyptian Communism, 1939-1970. New York: Syracuse
University Press, 1988. 
 
Cleveland, William L. The Making of an Arab Nationalist: Ottomanism and Arabism in
the Life and Thought of Sati Al-Husri. Princeton, N.J: Princeton University Press,
1971. 
 
Enayat, Hamid. Modern Islamic Political Thought. London: I. B. Tauris, 2008. 
 
Haim, Silvya. Arab Nationalism :an Anthology. Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1964. 
 
Harik, Iliya. “The Origins of the Arab State System.” In The Arab State, edited by
Giacomo Luciani, 1–28. London: Routledge, 1990. 
 
Hourani, Albert. Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 1798–1939. Cambridge
University Press, 1983. 
 
Jabiri, Muhammad Abid. The Formation of Arab Reason: Text, Tradition and the
Construction of Modernity in the Arab World. London: I.B. Tauris, in association with
the Centre for Arab Unity Studies, 2011. 
 
Kedourie, Elie. Afghani and ʿAbduh: An Essay on Religious Unbelief and Political
Activism in Modern Islam. London: Frank Cass, 1997. 
 
Kügelgen, Anke von. “A Call for Rationalism: ‘Arab Averroists’ in the Twentieth
Century.” Alif: Journal of Comparative Poetics 16 (1996): 97–132. 
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Lauzière, Henri. “The Construction of Salafiyya: Reconsidering Salafism from the
Perspective of Conceptual History.” International Journal of Middle East Studies 42,
no. 3 (2010): 369–389. 
 
Lewis, Bernard. “Islam and Liberal Democracy. A Historical Overview.” Journal of
Democracy, no. 7 (April 1996): 53–63. 
 
———. Political Words and Ideas in Islam. Princeton, NJ: Markus Wiener Publishers,
2008. 
 
March, Andrew F. “Genealogies of Sovereignty in Islamic Political Theology.” Social
Research 80, no. 1 (2013): 293–320. 
 
———. “Political Islam: Theory.” Annual Review of Political Science 18 (2015):
103–23. 
 
Martin, Richard C, Mark R. Woodward, and Dwi S. Atmaja. Defenders of Reason in
Islam: Mutazilism from Medieval School to Modern Symbol. Oxford: Oneworld, 1997.

 
Meijer, Roel. The Quest for Modernity: Secular Liberal and Left-Wing Political
Thought in Egypt, 1945-1958. London: Routledge, 2002. 
 
Mitchell, Richard Paul. The Society of the Muslim Brothers. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1993. 
 
Najjar, Fauzi M. “Ibn Rushd (Averroes) and the Egyptian Enlightenment Movement.”
British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 2004, 195–213. 
 
Qutb, Sayyid. Milestones. Damascus: Dar al-Ilm, 2000. 
 
———. The Sayyid Qutb Reader: Selected Writings on Politics, Religion, and Society.
Edited by Albert Bergesen. New York: Routledge, 2008. 
 
Rutherford, Bruce K. Egypt after Mubarak: Liberalism, Islam, and Democracy in the
Arab World. Princeton University Press, 2013. 
 
Sassoon, Joseph. Anatomy of Authoritarianism in the Arab Republics. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2016. 
 
Schmitt, Carl. The Concept of the Political. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1996. 
 
Sela, Avraham. The Decline of the Arab-Israeli Conflict: Middle East Politics and the
Quest for Regional Order. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1998. 
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Sharabi, Hisham. Neopatriarchy: A Theory of Distorted Change in Arab Society. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1988. 
 
Sivan, Emmanuel. “Arab Nationalism in the Age of the Islamic Resurgence.” In
Rethinking Nationalism in the Arab Middle East, edited by Israel Gershoni and James
Jankowski, 207–28. New York: Columbia University Press, 1997. 
 
Suleiman, Yasir. The Arabic Language and National Identity: A Study in Ideology.
Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2003. 
 
אלפאראבי, אבו נצר מחמד. החברה הפוליטית (והמכונה גם "עקרונות הנמצאים"), תרגם: שוכרי
עבד. תל-אביב: מפעלים אוניברסיטאיים להוצאה לאור, 1992. 
 
עמנואל סיון. קנאי האסלאם. תל-אביב: עם עובד, 1986. 
 
שמעוני, יעקב. מדינות ערב: פרקי היסטוריה מדינית. תל-אביב: עם עובד, 1988. 
 
 

  
 Additional Reading Material: 
   

  
   Course/Module evaluation:   
  End of year written/oral examination 70 %
  Presentation 0 %
  Participation in Tutorials 10 %
  Project work 0 %
  Assignments 0 %
  Reports 20 %
  Research project 0 %
  Quizzes 0 %
  Other 0 %  

  
Additional information: 
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