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Course/Module description: 
  The course presents a variety of issues in comparative politics in order to present
the students with the challenges of analyzing politics - from mapping, classification
and measurement to analysis and design of recommendations - and the way
researchers deal with these challenges. In this framework, various topics will be
examined, such as measuring democracy and classifying democratic regimes,
various aspects of party politics, referendums, and more. 

 
Course/Module aims: 
   

 
Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to: 
  At the end of this course, students will be able to: 
* Identify the challenges facing comparative political researchers. 
* To read in a critical manner studies in comparative politics. 
* To discuss central issues in comparative politics in an informed manner and with a
theoretical understanding. 

 
Attendance requirements(%): 
  100% 

 
Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: frontal lectures and class
discussions 

  
Course/Module Content: 
  Introduction 
 
Democracy: How do we measure it? 
 
Democratic backsliding 
 
Consensus democratic regimes versus majoritarian democratic regimes 
 
Globalization of politics 
 
Electoral systems: Majoritarian, Proportional or mixed? 
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The politics of reform 
 
Political personalization and personalism 
 
What is a new party? 
 
Party Types 
 
Candidate Selection 
 
Intraparty democracy 
 
Intraparty reform 
 
Summary 

  
Required Reading: 
 Lindberg, Staffan I., Michael Coppedge, John Gerring, Jan Teorell et al. 2014. "V-
DEm: A New Way to Measure Democracy," Journal of Democracy, 25(3); 159-169.
https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2014.0040 
Galston, William A. 2018. "The Populist Challenge to Liberal Democracy," Journal of
Democracy, 29(2): 5-19. https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2018.0020 
Repucci, Sarah and Amy Slipowitz. 2022. "Authoritarians on Offense," Journal of
Democracy, 33(2): 45-59. https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2022.0017 
Arend Lijphart. 2012. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance
in Thirty-Six Countries, 2nd Edition. New Haven: Yale University Press, Chapters 1-3
(pp. 1-45). 
Barber, Benjamin R. 1995. Jihad vs. McWorld. New York: Ballantine Books,
"Introduction," pp 1-20. 
 
אטמור, ניר.2010. שיטות לבחירת בתי נבחרים דמוקרטיים. המכון הישראלי לדמוקרטיה. עמ׳ 23-45.
http://www.idi.org.il/media/264949/pp_82.pdf 
Rahat, Gideon and Hazan, Reuven Y. 2011. "The Barriers to Electoral System
Reform: A Synthesis of Alternative Approaches," West European Politics, 34(3):
478-494. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01402382.2011.555976 
רהט, גדעון. 2019. ירידת הקבוצה ועליית הכוכב(ים). מפוליטיקה מפלגתית לפוליטיקה אישית. מחקר
מדיניות 145, ירושלים: המכון הישראלי לדמוקרטיה, עמ׳ 28-14.
https://www.idi.org.il/books/29617 
Barnea, Shlomit and Gideon Rahat. 2011. ‘Out with the Old, in with the “New”' What
Constitutes a New Party?” Party Politics, 17(3): 303-320.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1354068810369148 
Rahat, Gideon. Forthcoming. “Party Types in the Age of Personalized Politics.”
Perspectives on Politics. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1537592722000366 
Rahat, Gideon. 2007. “Candidate Selection: The Choice Before the Choice,” Journal
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of Democracy, 18(1): 157-170. https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/articles/candida
te-selection-the-choice-before-the-choice/ 
 
שפירא, אסף וגדעון רהט. 2015. ״מדד הדמוקרטיה הפנים-מפלגתית: פיתוח, יישום ותוצאות,״ בתוך
מיכל שמיר (עורכת), הבחירות בישראל 2013 . ירושלים: המכון הישראלי לדמוקרטיה, עמ׳ 130-162.
https://www.idi.org.il/books/4123 
Barnea, Shlomit and Gideon Rahat. 2007. “Reforming Candidate Selection Methods:
A Three-Level Approach,” Party Politics, Vol. 13, No. 3, pp. 375-394.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1354068807075942 
 
 

  
 Additional Reading Material: 
  Coppedge, Michael , John Gerring, David Altman, Michael Bernhard, Steven Fish,
Allen Hicken, Matthew Kroenig, Staffan I. Lindberg, Kelly McMann, Pamela Paxton,
Holli A. Semetko, Svend-Erik Skaaning, Jeffrey Staton and Jan Teorell. 2011.
"Conceptualizing and Measuring Democracy: A New Approach," Perspectives on
Politics, 9(2): 247-267. https://www.jstor.org/stable/41479651 
Luhrmann, Anna, Staffan I. Lindberg and Marcus Tannenberg. 2017. Regimes in the
World (RIW): A Robust Regime Type Measure based on V-Dem. Working Paper
SERIES 2017:47. Sweden: The Varieties of Democracy Institute, University of
Gothenburg. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id&eq;2971869## 
Boese, A Vanessa. 2019. "How (not) to Measure Democracy," International Area
Studies Review, 22(2): 95–127.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2233865918815571 
Economist Intelligence. 2021. Democracy Index 2021. 
Freedom House. 2022. Freedom in the World 2022. https://freedomhouse.org/sites/d
efault/files/2022-02/FIW_2022_PDF_Booklet_Digital_Final_Web.pdf 
Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem). 2022. Democracy Report 2022. https://v-
dem.net/media/publications/dr_2022.pdf 
Bermeo, Nancy. 2016. "On Democratic Backsliding Journal of Democracy," Journal of
Democracy, 27(1): 5-19. https://muse.jhu.edu/article/607612 
Diamond, Larry. "Democracy's Arc: From Resurgent to Imperiled," Journal of
Democracy, 33(1): 163-179. https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2022.0012 
Haggard, Stephan and Robert Kaufman. 2021. "The Anatomy of Democratic
Backsliding," Journal of Democracy," 32(4): 27-41.
https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2021.0050 
Zakaria, Fareed. 1997. “The Rise of Illiberal Democracy,” Foreign Affairs, 76(6):
22-43. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20048274 
Arend Lijphart. 2012. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance
in Thirty-Six Countries, 2nd Edition. New Haven: Yale University Press 
 
בנג׳מין ברבר. 2005. ג׳יהאד נגד מק-עולם. תל-אביב: בבל. 
אטמור, ניר.2010. שיטות לבחירת בתי נבחרים דמוקרטיים. המכון הישראלי לדמוקרטיה.
http://www.idi.org.il/media/264949/pp_82.pdf 

                               page 4 / 6



 

Blais, André, and Louis Massicotte, 2002. “Electoral Systems,” in: Lawrence LeDuc,
Richard G. Niemi, and Pippa Norris (eds.), Comparing Democracies 2: New
Challenges in the Study of Elections and Voting, London: Sage Publications, pp.
40-69. 
Farrell, David M. 2011. Electoral Systems: A Comparative Introduction. London:
Palgrave Macmillan. 
Gallagher, Michael, and Paul Mitchell (eds.), 2005. The Politics of Electoral Systems.
Oxford: Oxford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/0199257566.001.0001 
Taagepera, Rein, and Matthew S. Shugart, 1989. Seats and Votes: The Effects and
Determinants of Electoral Systems. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Rahat, Gideon. 2011. “The Politics of Electoral Reform: The State of Research,”
Journal of Elections, Public Opinion & Parties, 21(4): 523-543.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17457289.2011.609618 
Pedersen, Helene H. and Gideon Rahat. 2021. " Political Personalization and
Personalized Politics within and beyond the Behavioural Arena" Party Politics,
27(2):211-219. https://doi.org/10.1177/1354068819855712 
Balmas, Meital, Gideon Rahat, Tamir Sheafer and Shaul Shenhav. 2014. “Two
Routes to Personalized Politics: Centralized and Decentralized Personalization,”
Party Politics, 20)1(:37-51. https://doi.org/10.1177/1354068811436037 
Cross, William P. Richard Katz and Scott Pruysers (eds).2018. The Personalization of
Democratic Politics and the Challenge for Political Parties. London: ECPR Press. https
://web.s.ebscohost.com/ehost/ebookviewer/ebook/bmxlYmtfXzE4Nzg3NDBfX0FO0?si
d&eq;7e6e8793-591a-4b0a-
af52-15112bc13a72@redis&vid&eq;0&format&eq;EB&rid&eq;1 
Rahat, Gideon, and Ofer Kenig. 2018. From Party Politics to Personalized Politics?
Party Change and Political Personalization in Democracies. Oxford University Press,
Oxford. https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198808008.001.0001 
Litton, Krystyna. 2015. Party novelty: Conceptualization and measurement of party
change. Party Politics, Vol. 21(5) 712–725.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1354068813499866 
 
Katz, Richard S., and Peter Mair, 1995. “Changing Models of Party Organization and
Party Democracy: The Emergence of the Cartel Party,” Party Politics, 1(1): 5–28.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1354068895001001001 
 
Katz, Richard S., and Peter Mair. 2009. “The Cartel Party Thesis: A Restatement.”
Perspectives on Politics, 7(4): 753–766. http://hdl.handle.net/1814/13463 
 
Gunther, Richard, and Larry Diamond. 2003. “Species of Political Parties.” Party
Politics, 9(2): 167–199. https://doi.org/10.1177/13540688030092003 
 
Pruysers, Scott, William Cross, Ofer Kenig and Gideon Rahat. 2015. “Party Primaries:
Towards a Definition and Typology,” Representation, 51(2): 147-160.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00344893.2015.1061044 
 
Hazan, Reuven Y. and Gideon Rahat. 2010. Democracy Within Parties: Candidate
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Selection Methods and their Political Consequences. Oxford University Press,
Oxford. https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199572540.001.0001 
 
Rahat, Gideon and William P. Cross. 2018. “Political Parties and Candidate
Selection,” in William R. Thompson (ed.), Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.625 
 
Rahat, Gideon and Assaf Shapira. 2017. “An Intra-Party Democracy Index: Theory,
Design and a Demonstration,” Parliamentary Affairs, Vol. 70, No. 1, pp. 84-110.
https://doi.org/10.1093/pa/gsv068 
רהט, גדעון, ואסף שפירא, 2015. "מדד הדמוקרטיה הפנים-מפלגתית 2015", אתר המכון הישראלי
 3501/articles/il.org.idi.www//:https .16.3.2015 ,לדמוקרטיה
רהט, גדעון, אסף שפירא, ומיכאל פיליפוב, 2013. "מדד הדמוקרטיה מפלגתית ערב בחירות 2013",
 3519/articles/il.org.idi.www//:https .13.1.2013 ,אתר המכון הישראלי לדמוקרטיה
שפירא, אסף, ואביטל פרידמן, 2019. "מדד הדמוקרטיה הפנים-מפלגתית 2019", אתר המכון
 26503/articles/il.org.idi.www//:https .8.4.2019 ,הישראלי לדמוקרטיה
 
שפירא, אסף, עופר קניג, גדעון רהט (עורכים), שיקום המפלגות בישראל. 2022. ירושלים: המכון
 33770/books/il.org.idi.www//:https .הישראלי לדמוקרטיה
Gauja, Anika. 2017. Party Reform: The Causes, Challenges, and Consequences of
organizational Change. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198717164.001.0001 
 

  
   Course/Module evaluation:   
  End of year written/oral examination 100 %
  Presentation 0 %
  Participation in Tutorials 0 %
  Project work 0 %
  Assignments 0 %
  Reports 0 %
  Research project 0 %
  Quizzes 0 %
  Other 0 %  

  
Additional information: 
  The final version of the syllabus will be presented a week before the course starts. 
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