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Course/Module description:
In this seminar, students will conduct an empirical study on the political
psychology of religion in urban spaces and its impact on immigrant integration.

Course/Module aims:
The purpose of this course is to provide students with advanced knowledge and
practical research experience in the political psychology of religion.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Demonstrate the ability to develop a research question, critically evaluate the
political psychology literature on religion in the urban space and formulate testable
hypotheses.

Plan an appropriate research design, develop conceptualization and
operationalization of variables.

Conduct an empirical study, gain IRB certification and collect data where
appropriate.

Analyze data and formulate conclusions based on analyses.

Write a scientific report in the form of an academic article, applying conventional
research-reporting style.

Demonstrate the ability to present, interpret and discuss research findings, in
relation to other studies.

Work efficiently under academic mentoring.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture, workshop, discussion,
presentations.

Course/Module Content:

An introduction to the study of the psychology of religiosity
Multidimensionality of religiosity and immigration
The spatial dimension of religion
Religion as a coping mechanism during a realistic threat among immigrants
Religion as a coping mechanism during a symbolic threat among immigrants
State-level policies on religion and immigrant integration
Local-level policies on religion and immigrant integration
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Spatial religion and integration of immigrants from religious minority groups
Immigrants from minority Abrahamic religions in Paris

Immigrants from minority Abrahamic religions in London

Immigrants from minority Abrahamic religions in Tel Aviv

Drafting an IRB proposal

Development of research instruments

Data analysis bootcamp

Required Reading:

Aveyard, M. E. (2014). A call to honesty: Extending religious priming of moral
behavior to Middle Eastern Muslims. PLoS One, 9(7), Article €99447.

Bansak et al. (2018). Improving refugee integration through data-driven algorithmic
assignment. Science.

Ben-Nun Bloom, Arikan and Courtemanche. (2015). Religious social identity,
religious belief, and anti-immigration sentiment. APSR.

Ben-Nun Bloom, P., Vishkin, A., Ben-Nun, P., Korenman, M., Tamir, M. (2019).
Religion and Anti-Immigration Sentiments in Context: Field Studies in Jerusalem.
The International Journal for the Psychology of Religion.

Ben-Nun Bloom, Pazit, Gizem Arikan, and Allon Vishkin. "Religion and democratic
commitment: A unifying motivational framework." Advances in Political Psychology
42 (2021): 75-108.

Bornioli, A. et al. (2023). Environmental appraisals in outgroup cultural landscapes:
The role of Muslim elements in urban settings. Cities 143, 104579.

Cadge, W., & Ecklund, E. H. (2007). Immigration and religion. Annual Review of
Sociology, 33, 359-379.

Cherry KE, Calamia MR, Elliott EM, McKneely KJ, Nguyen QP, Loader CA, Miller LR,
Sampson L, Galea S. Religiosity and Social Support Predict Resilience in Older Adults
After a Flood. Int ] Aging Hum Dev. 2023 Apr;96(3):285-311.

Dinham, A., & Lowndes, V. (2008). Religion, Resources, and Representation. Urban
Affairs Review.

Duhaime, E. P. (2015). Is the call to prayer a call to cooperate? A field experiment
on the impact of religious salience on prosocial behavior. Judgment and Decision
Making, 10(6), 593-593

Fenster, Tovi, and llan Vizel. (2006). “Globalization, Sense of Belonging and the
African Community in Tel Aviv-Jaffa.” Hagar: Studies in Culture, Polity and Identities
7 (1): 7-24.

Fouka, V. (2023). State Policy and Immigrant Integration. Annual Review of Political
Science.

Gale, R. (2005). Representing the city: Mosques and the planning process in
Birmingham. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 31(6), 1161-1179.

Guinote Ana and Fiske Susan. 2003. Being in the outgroup territory increases
stereotypic perceptions of outgroups: Situational sources of category activation.
Group processes & intergroup relations, 6(4):323.

Hainmueller, J. (2017). Catalyst or crown: Does naturalization promote the long-
term social integration of immigrants? APSR.
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Harris, R. (2023). A tale of four cities: Neighbourhood diversification and residential
desegregation in and around England's ‘no majority’cities. The Geographical
Journal.

Hirschman, C. (2004). The role of religion in the origins and adaptation of immigrant
groups in the United States. International Migration Review, 38(3), 1206-1233.
Kogan, I., Fong, E., & Reitz, J. G. (2020). Religion and integration among immigrant
and minority youth. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 46(17), 3543-3558.
Labouff, J. P., Rowatt, W. C., Johnson, M. K., & Finkle, C. (2012). Differences in
attitudes toward outgroups in religious and nonreligious contexts in a multinational
sample: A situational context priming study. International Journal for the Psychology
of Religion, 22(1), 1-9.

Lee, Y. (2023). Welcoming Strangers: Protestant Churches’ Involvement in Refugee
Resettlement in the United States. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion.

Ley, D. (2008). The immigrant church as an urban service hub. Urban Studies,
45(10), 2057-2074.

Lusk et al. (2019). Resilience, faith, and social supports among migrants and
refugees from Central America and Mexico.

Manheim, J.B., Rich, R.C., Willnat, L., Brians, C.L. (2006). Survey Research, in -
Empirical Political Analysis: Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods 7th
edition, pp. 137-165, New York: Pearson Longman.

Martinez-Arifio Julia (2019) Governing Islam in French cities: defining ‘acceptable’
public religiosity through municipal consultative bodies, Religion, State & Society,
47:4-5, 423-43.

Moutselos, M. (2020). What explains diversity-policy adoption? Policy entrepreneurs
and advocacy coalitions in two French cities. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 43(11).
Sagioglou, C., & Forstmann, M. (2013). Activating Christian religious concepts
increases intolerance of ambiguity and judgment certainty. Journal of Experimental
Social Psychology, 49(5), 933-939.

Sanchez, M., Dillon, F., Ruffin, B., & De La Rosa, M. (2012). The Influence of
Religious Coping on the Acculturative Stress of Recent Latino Immigrants. Journal of
Ethnic & Cultural Diversity in Social Work, 21(3), 171-194.

Shamur, T. (2023). Strategic generosity among local patrons: Place belonging and
ethnic exclusion in a transforming lower-income neighborhood of Tel Aviv. American
Anthropologist, 125(3), 570-581.

Shechory- Shechory-Bitton, Mally, and Dan Soen. (2016). “Community Cohesion,
Sense of Threat, and Fear of Crime: The Refugee Problem as Perceived by Israeli
Residents.” Journal of Ethnicity in Criminal Justice 14 (4): 290-306.

Smith, (2000). Global Systems and Religious Diversity in the Inner City -Migrants in
the East End of London. International Journal on Multicultural Societies (I/MS), Vol. 2,
No. 1, 2000: 16 - 39

Tahar, F., Mehan, A., & Nawratek, K. (2023). Spatial reflections on Muslims’
segregation in Britain. Religions, 14(3), 349.

Talat, Narmeen, and Somayia Hafeez. "Religiosity, Emotion Regulation, and
Resilience in Pakistani College Students." Journal of Behavioral Sciences 34.1
(2024).

Vishkin, A., & Ben-Nun Bloom, P. (2022). The influence of religion on the acceptance
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and integration of immigrants: A multi-dimensional perspective. Current Opinion in
Psychology, 47, 101421.

Vishkin, A., Ben-Nun Bloom, P., Schwartz, S. H., Solak, N., & Tamir, M. (2019).
Religiosity and Emotion Regulation. Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology.

Wu, S., Ellingson, S., Hagstrom, P., & Kucinskas, J. (2021). Religion and refugee
well-being: the importance of inclusive community. Journal for the Scientific Study
of Religion, 60(2), 291-308.

Additional Reading Material:
See syllabus

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 50 %

Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture/ Seminar / Pro-seminar / Research
proposal 8 %

Active Participation / Team Assignment 5 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 15 %

Personal Guide / Tutor / Team Evaluation 10 %

Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture 12 %

Additional information:
See moodle for the most current version of the syllabus.
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