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Course/Module description:

The course will focus on the psychological and emotional aspects of prolonged
social and ethno-national conflict, under the premise that beneath the external and
declared positions of the sides to the conflict, there are unconscious emotional
processes that, among other factors, escalate the socio-political ideological conflict.
The course combines theoretical and an experiential learning workshop that
enables in-depth exploration of these aspects. We examine the possibility of
genuine dialogue in a state of existential conflict and the development of mutual
recognition between members of groups in conflict. The experience is
conceptualized using social psychological and psychodynamic analytical concepts.
The course goals: to allow students to experience and learn about emotional
processes occurring in situations of ongoing conflict - both as individuals and as
group members; To develop more complex and dialogic perspectives to better
intervene in intergroup conflicts and conduct a more holistic and more sensitive
research in this area.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

- Students will experience first- hand and learn about the emotional processes
taking place in prolonged social conflicts and their deep influence on conflict
resolution and reconciliation; - Students will deepen their analytical understanding
of the psychodynamics of conflicts and - Students will develop dialogical
capabilities/ skills for intervening in inter-group conflict

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:
1. Identity, Otherness, Dialogue
2. Psychological and emotional dimensions of prolonged social conflicts
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Narratives

Philosophical, psychological and political perspectives on dialogue
Dialogue, Recognition and transformation of Conflicts

Collective trauma

Coping with the past - testimony, dialogue and healing
Reconciliation - formal and informal strategies
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Kelman, H. (1999) “The interdependence of Israeli and Palestinian national
identities: the role of the other in existential conflicts”, Journal of Social Issues, 55,
(3): 581-600

Caplan, N. (1999) "Victimhood and identity: psychological obstacles to Israeli
reconciliation with the Palestinians", in: K. Abdel-Malek & D.Jacobson (eds.) Israeli
and Palestinian Identities in History and Literature (pp. 63-86), New York: St.
Martin's Press
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Rotberg, R. I. (2006) "Building legitimacy through narrative", in: Robert, |. Rotberg

(ed.) Israeli and Palestinian Narratives of Conflict, Indiana University Press, pp 1-18
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Bar-Tal, D. & Salomon, G. (2006) "Israeli-Jewish narratives of the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict..", in: R. |. Rotberg (ed.) Israeli and Palestinian Narratives of Conflict, Indiana

University Press, pp. 19-46
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Montville, J.V. (1993)Justice and the burdens of history", in: M. Abu-Nimmer (ed.)
Reconciliation, Justice and coexistence- Theory and Practice, Lexington Books, New
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York, pp 129-143
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Volkan , V. D. (2001) "Transgenerational transmissions and chosen traumas: an
aspect of large-group identity", Group Analysis, 34 (1), 79-97
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Gurevitch, Z (1989) “The power of not understanding: The meeting of conflicting
identities”, The Journal of Applied behavioral science, 25 (2), 161-173

Saunders, H.H. (2011) Sustained Dialogue in Conflicts. Transformation and Change,
NY: Palgrave Macmillan

Maddison Sara (2014) “Relational transformation and agonistic dialogue in divided
societies”, Political Studies, pp. 1-17
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Helman, S. (2015). “From the protest to testimony and confession: The changing
politics of peace organizations in Israel”, in: F.Markowitz, S.Sharot & M.Shoked
(Eds.) Toward an Anthropology of Nation Building and Unbuilding in Israel, Lincoln
and London: University of Nebraska Press, pp. 73-90.
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Kelman, H.C (2010) "Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation: A Social-Psychological
Perspective on Ending Violent Conflict Between Identity Groups", 10/2010.
Landscapes of Violence: An Interdisciplinary Journal Devoted to the Study of
Violence, Conflict, and Trauma. 1(1):Article 5

Minow, M. (1998) Between Vengeance and Forgiveness; Facing History after
Genocide and Mass Violence, Boston: Beacon Press, especially:"Truth Commission"
pp. 52-90; and "Facing History", pp. 118-147

Villa -Vicencio, C. (2006) "The politics of reconciliation", in: T. A. Borer (ed.) Telling
the Truths. Truth Telling and Peace building in Post-Conflict Societies , University of
Notre Dame press, pp. 59-82

Avruch, K. (2010) "Truth and Reconciliation Commissions: problems in Transitional
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Justice and the reconstruction of identity", Transcultural Psychiatry, Vol 47 (1):
33-49

Borer, T.A. (2006) "Truth telling as a peace-building activity: a theoretical
overview", in: "Telling the Truth; Truth telling and Peace building in Post-conflict
Societies, Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press, pp. 1-58;

Rey, C. & Owens, I. (1998) "Perceptions of psychosocial healing and the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in South Africa", Peace and Conflict: Journal of Peace
Psychology, 4 (3)' 257-270

Philpott, D. (2012) Just and Unjust Peace, Oxford University Press, especially:
- "The wounds of political injustice", in: Just and Unjust Peace, pp. 30-47

- "Four practices: building socially just institutions, acknowledgment, reparation,
and

apologies", in:, pp. 171-206
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 30 %
Participation in Tutorials 10 %
Project work 60 %
Assignments 0 %
Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:
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