
 

  
 

 

Syllabus

AfD Linke and the Shadow of National Socialism -
54526 
  Last update 15-10-2017 
  
HU Credits:   2 

  
Responsible Department: cont. german studies:politics, soc.&cult 

  
Academic year: 0 

  
Semester: 1st Semester 

  
Teaching Languages: English 

  
Campus: Mt. Scopus  

  
Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Stephan Grigat 

  
 Coordinator Email: Stephan.grigat@univie.ac.at 

  
Coordinator Office Hours: by prior arrangement 

  
Teaching Staff: 
  Dr. Stephan Grigat 

  
Course/Module description: 
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  It seems probable that in 2018 both, a party left from Social Democracy and also a
party right from the conservative parties in Germany will be represented in the
German Bundestag. Against this background this course will deal with the history
and the present of left and right wing radicalism in the German party system and its
perception of Israel, Islam and Antisemitism. 
 
 

 
Course/Module aims: 
  Parties like the AfD and the LINKE, but also other right and left parties and
organizations shall be analyzed as to their programs and specific policies. Thereby,
we will particularly focus on whether there are commonalities between parts of the
radical right and left, which go beyond a concept of totalitarianism that levels all
differentiation. The increasing success of parties like AfD and LINKE shall be
discussed specifically with regard to its implications for the present and future party
system in Germany and the future relationship between Germany and Israel. 

 
Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to: 
  � orient themselves within the German political party system and assess the role
of left and right wing radicalism 
 
� compare right and left wing ideology in the context of the German society 
 
� evaluate political statements and its impact on the political discourse in German
society 
 
� gain insights into the debate on Israel, Islam, Antisemitism and Racism in the
radical Right and Left in Germany 
 
 
 

 
Attendance requirements(%): 
  80% 

 
Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Text discussions, presentations,
group work, lectures 

  
Course/Module Content: 
  Introduction 
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Left & Right in the German Party System 
 
Postnazism: The Persistence of National Socialism 
 
The Goldhagen-Debate 
 
Alain de Benoist & the �New Right� in Germany 
 
The �little brother� of Germany? The Austrian far Right as role model for the AfD 
 
Guest Lecture: Antisemitism & the AfD 
 
Does the Right hate Islam? 
�Islamophobia� & Racism in the AfD and beyond 
 
The Persistence of Marxism-Leninism: East Germany, Israel and the tradition of
Antisemitism in the Left 
 
Die LINKE & Israel 
 
German Policy towards the Iranian regime in the Shadow of National Socialism 
 
Current developments in the German Right & Left 
 
 
 

  
Required Reading: 
 A detailed reading list and all texts will be provided on Moodle. 

  
 Additional Reading Material: 
   

  
   Course/Module evaluation:   
  End of year written/oral examination 20 %
  Presentation 60 %
  Participation in Tutorials 0 %
  Project work 0 %
  Assignments 20 %
  Reports 0 %
  Research project 0 %
  Quizzes 0 %
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  Other 0 %  

  
Additional information: 
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