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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

THA HEBREW NATIONAL CULTURE IN THE MANDATE
ERA - 54350

Last update 16-01-2014

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Cultural Studies

Academic year: 1

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Anat Helman

Coordinator Email: anathelman85@gmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours: Tuesdays, 15:00-16:00
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Anat Helman

Course/Module description:

The course deals with the consolidation of a unique Hebrew national culture in the
Yishuv during the Mandate era. It discusses cultural values and ideas, artists and
genres, institutes and agents. It covers various fields of cultural activity, including
language and literature, theater, architecture and visual arts, education, music etc.

Course/Module aims:

The course aims to present both to the main features of the national culture which
was intentionally molded in the pre-state Yishuv society, and the academic
approaches that are used in contemporary research in order to study this historical
phenomenon.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Students will learn to explain the main features of the emerging national Hebrew
culture and to recognize its expression in various fields of cultural activity. They will
be able to criticize current studies on the topic, and in the final paper will interpret a
specific cultural phenomenon and use it to generalize about the entire cultural
project.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: The seminar is conducted as a
round-table discussion, in which all students present their conclusions of the weekly
reading. At the end of the year a short final paper is submitted.

Course/Module Content:
First Semester
Introduction
Nationalism and National Cultures
Zionism
First Steps
Zionist National culture
Language (1)
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Literature (2)
Music and Dance
Sports

Theater

Cinema

Second Semester:
Architecture (2)

Visual Arts (2)
Education (2)

The Hebrew University
Memory and Holiness
Nationalizing Holidays
The Labor Movement
Presentation
Summary meetings

Required Reading:
* Anthony Smith, "Meanings of Nationalism", in Nationalism: Theory, Ideology,
History (Cambridge and Malden MA: Polity, 2001), 5-20.
* Genevieve Zubrzycki, “National Culture, National Identity, and the Culture(s) of
the Nation”, Sociology of Culture: A Handbook, Laura Grindstaff, John R. Hall and
Ming-cheng Lo (eds,), (New York, 2009), 514-525.
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* Arieh Baruch Saposnik, “ “...Will Issue Forth from Zion’?: The Emergence of a
Jewish National Culture in Palestine and the Dynamics of Yishuv-Diaspora
Relations”, Jewish Social Studies, 10/1 (2003), 151-184.
* [tamar Even-Zohar, "The Emergence of Native Hebrew Culture in Palestine,
1882-1948", Essential Papers on Zionism, Jehuda Reinharz and Anita Shapira (eds.),
(New York and London, 1996), 727-744.
* Adam Rubin, "'Turning Goyim into Jews’: Aliyah and the Politics of Cultural Anxiety
in the Zionist Movement, 1933-1939”, Jewish Quarterly Review 101,1 (2011), 71-96.
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* Jehoash Hirshberg, “My Heart is in the East”, in Music in the Jewish Community of
Palestine, 1880-1948: A Social History (Oxford, 1995), 184-203.
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* George Lachmann Mosse. “Max Nordau, Liberalism and the New Jew”,

Journal of Contemporary History 27/4 (1992), 565-581.

* Ofer Ashkenazi, “German Jewish Athletes and the Formation of Zionist
(Trans-)National Culture,” Jewish Social Studies, 17/3 (2011), 124-155
9,7xw,"1934 ,'Anan'a 0"nin 1109119 'nNI0oN 71712 212'0 yno7i't 1ow nnya *
(2006), 47-25.

15,75 nnijzna 0y "' 01719 (1NON'D 7V IN7'911 N7y - '701X'" , 7712119 ny-[1 *
(2005), 372-349.

* Hizki Shoham, “Of Other Cinematic Spaces: Urban Zionism in Early Hebrew
Cinema”, Israel Studies Review, 26/2 (2011), 109-131.
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* Alona Nitzan-Shiftan, “Contested Zionism - Alternative Modernism: Erich
Mendelsohn and the Tel Aviv Chug in Mandate Palestine”, Constructing a Sense of
Place: Architecture and the Zionist Discourse, Haim Yacobi (ed.), (Aldershot and
Burlington VT, 2004), 17-51.

* Sigal Davidi Kunda and Robert Oxman, “The Flight of the Camel: The Levant Fair
of 1934 and the Creation of a Situated Modernism”, Constructing a Sense of Place,
52-74.
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(2008), 441-417.

* Dalia Manor, "Imagined Homeland: Landscape Painting in Palestine in the 1920s",
Nations and Nationalism, 9/4 (2003), 533-554.
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* Rachel EIboim-Dror, “British Educational Policies in Palestine”, Middle Eastern
Studies, 36/2 (2000), 28-47.
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* Yael Zerubavel, "The Zionist Reconstruction of the Past", in Recovered Roots:
Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National Tradition (Chicago and London,
1995), pp.13-36.

* Hannan Hever: “The Kinneret”, Journal of Modern Jewish Studies, 6/2 (2007),
127-143.
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.29-53 'ny ,(v"1wn)

* Hizki Shoham, “A Huge National Assemblage: Tel Aviv as a Pilgrimage Site in
Purim Celebrations (1920-1935)”, Journal of Israeli History, 28/1 (2009), 1-20.

,N"N) Do pimint, 0w TN 0TI 1N L ATIayn nynn 7y 0vnTn 02'0man" , X 1'oY 0N *
.273-248 'ny (1997

* David C. Jacobson, “Writing and Rewriting the Zionist National Narrative”, Journal
of Modern Jewish Studies , 6/1 (2007), 1-20.
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* Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, “Performing the State: The Jewish Palestine
Pavilion at the New York World’s Fair, 1939/40"”, “The Art of Being Jewish in Modern
Times, Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett and Jonathan Karp (eds.), (Philadelphia, 2008),
98-115.

Additional Reading Material:
Gregory Jusdanis, The Necessary Nation (Princeton and Oxford, 2001).
Charles S. Liebman and E. Don-Yehiya, Civil Religion in Israel (Berkeley, 1983(.
Ariel Hirschfeld, “Locus and Language: Hebrew Culture in Israel, 1890-1990”,
Cultures of the Jews: A New History, David Biale (ed.), (New York, 2002), 1011-1060.

William Safran, “Language, Ideology and State-Building: A Comparison of Policies in
France, Israel, and the Soviet Union”, International Political Science Review 13/4
(1992), pp.397-414.

Sandie Holguin, Creating Spaniards: Culture and National Identity in Republican
Spain (Madison and London, 2002)

Barbara L. Kelly (ed.), French Music, Culture, and National Identity, 1870-1939
(Rochester NY, 2008).

Lynn Mally, Culture of the Future: The Proletkult Movement in Revolutionary Russia
(Berkeley and Oxford, 1990).

Diana Crane, The Production of Culture (Newbury-Park, 1992).

Chaim Rabin, “The National Idea and the Revival of Hebrew.” Essential Papers on
Zionism, edited by Jehuda Reinharz and Anita Shapira (New York and London,
1996), 745-762.

Yael Guilat, "The Yemenite Ideal in Israeli Culture and Arts." Israel Studies 6/3
(2001), 26-53.
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 90 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 10 %

Additional information:
As each student is required to speak in each class meeting, it is advised to attend
only when one has read the weekly assignment.
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