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Course/Module description:

This course will survey central themes within the dialogue between feminism and
psychoanalysis on the topic of motherhood.
We will reveal the disparity between Mother as an object in the psychoanalytical,
cultural and feminist discourse, and her absence as a subject. We will discuss the
ways that patriarchal constructions of the Mother as either perfect or demonic
effect the experience and practice of Motherhs in day to day life. We will also
examine theoretical and creative ways to redeem Motherhood from these
constructions and redefine it from the point of view of mothers and their experience
in various contexts.
We will demonstrate these topics through a diversity of cultural representations of
Motherhood with regards to multicultural, national, ethnic, and LBGTQ+
communities in Israel, as well as the personal experiences of the course
participants.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
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Attendance requirements(%):
80%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal, multimedia, class
discussion, ongoing reading,discussion of articles read at home, one reading report,
final assignment .
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Perspective” in: Claudia Zanardi (ed.) Essential Papers on the Psychology of
Women. NY Univ. Press: NY and London, pp. 420-436.
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Questions. Longman: NY and London, pp. 54-75.

Christian, B. (1985) “Introduction - Black Feminist Process: In the Midst of...”, Black
Feminist Criticism - Perspectives on Black Women Writers. Pergamon Press: NY
et.al., pp. ix-xv.

Kristeva, J. (1986 [1977]) “Stabat Mater”, in Toril Moi (ed.) The Kristeva Reader.
Blackwell : Oxford UK & Cambridge USA.
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Garden- Womanist Prose. Harvest: San Diego, NY, London
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Barzilai, S. (1990). Reading “Snow White”: The Mother’s Story. Signs, 15(3),
515-534.

Bueskens, P. (2014). Introduction", Mothering and Psychoanalysis Clinical,
Sociological and Feminist Perspectives. Demeter Press.

Chodorow, N. (1975). Oedipal Asymmetries and Heterosexual Knots. Social
Problems, 23(4), 454-468.

Cixous, H. (1984). "Aller a la mer", Modern Drama 27: 4, 546-548

Dinnerstein, D. (1990 [1976]) "Sometimes You Wonder if They're Human", in:
Claudia Zanardi (ed.) Essential Papers on the Psychology of Women. NY Univ. Press:
NY and London, pp.401-419).

Raphael-Leff, J. (2010). Healthy Maternal Ambivalence. Psycho-Analytic
Psychotherapy in South Africa, 18(2), 57-73

Ruddick, Sara (1989) Maternal Thinking, Towards a Politics of Peace. The Women's
Press: London.

Sarah LaChance Adams. (2014) Mad Mothers, Bad Mothers, and What a “Good”
Mother Would Do : The Ethics of Ambivalence. Columbia University Press.1-14
Shelley M. Park. (2013). Mothering Queerly, Queering Motherhood : Resisting
Monomaternalism in Adoptive, Lesbian, Blended, and Polygamous Families. SUNY
Press.

Sprengnether, M. (1990). The Spectral Mother: Freud, Feminism, and
Psychoanalysis. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 0 %
Project work 95 %
Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 5 %

REDING REPORTS

Additional information:
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