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HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Master’s degree in Gender and Diversity Studies
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Semester: 1st Semester
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Dr. Ashur Dorit

Course/Module description:

Psychoanalysis is a theory of the human psyche and a therapeutic method that
perceives human sexuality as a decisive element in human life. Psychoanalysis has
had a significant cultural influence since the end of the 19th century in the fields of
mental health, Liberal and Social Sciences and Gender Studies. Concurrent to its
tremendous impact, Psychoanalysis has drawn much resistance and criticism. For
example, Feminist and Queer critiques have exposed patriarchal and oppressive
concepts about femininity, masculinity and sexuality within Psychoanalysis, but at
the same time finding it a source of revolutionary and liberating concepts and other
powerful analytic tools that challenge and undermine oppressive constructions of
gender and sexuality.

Both Psychoanalysis and Gender Studies seek to understand factors that impact the
human condition and the way we experience ourselves, our relationships, and our
interactions with our surroundings. Moreover, both fields attempt to expand
individual freedom of choice and liberate us from the grasp of trauma and
oppressive systems.

Hence, the critical dialogue between these two respective disciplines constitutes a
rich and fertile field of knowledge. In this course we will survey the central themes
of dialog between Feminist and Gender Studies with Psychoanalysis. We will focus
on the way feminist thinking examines and expands psychoanalytic concepts and
theories for its purposes. We will examine the application of these concepts in areas
of sexuality and gender in multicultural, queer, ethnic and national contexts in
Israel.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Discern central themes of the critical dialog between Feminist and Gender Studies
with Psychoanalysis.
Formulate and explain psychoanalytic concepts which are relevant to the field of
gender studies and can pose challenges and undermine oppressive constructions of
gender.
Analyze and criticize oppressive as well as liberating aspects in works in various
fields, which apply psychoanalytic concepts in relation to gender and sexuality.
Apply psychoanalytic concepts and methods to the analysis of gender and sexuality
in various cultural manifestations in multicultural, queer, ethnic and national
contexts.
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Attendance requirements(%):
80%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal, multimedia, class
discussion, ongoing reading,discussion of articles read at home, one reading report,
final assignment .

Course/Module Content:
Introduction
The sexual politics of sickness: Gender, Medicine and Psychiatry
Feminine and masculine hysteria and the birth of psychoanalysis
The development of psychosexual identity
The Oedipus complex
Psychoanalytic feminism - the preoedipal stage and its influence on the
development of gender identity
The preoedipal stage and the wound of masculinity
Gender melancholy and LGBT identities
French Feminism - motherhood and the preoedipal stage as a subversive source of
creativity
Freud and the non-European
Application of Psychoanalytic concepts in areas of sexuality and gender in
multicultural, queer, ethnic and national contexts in Israel.

Required Reading:
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Butler, J. (1995) "Melancholy Gender—Refused Identification". Psychoanal.
Dial.,5:165-180.

Chodorow, J. N. 1990 [1980]) “Gender, Relation, and Difference in Psychoanalytic
Perspective” in: Claudia Zanardi (ed.) Essential Papers on the Psychology of
Women. NY Univ. Press: NY and London, pp. 420-436

Davies J.M. (2006). From Oedipus Complex to Oedipal Complexity: Reconfiguring
(Pardon the Expression) The Negative Oedipus Complex and the Disowned Erotics of
Disowned Sexualities, Division 39 of the American Psychological Association, 26th
Annual Spring Meeting, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

De Marneffe, Daphne (1991) " Looking and Listening: The Construction of Clinical
Knowledge in Charcot and Freud", Signs, Vol. 17, No. 1, pp. 71-111.

Ehrenreich, B. and English, D. (2005 [1978]). The Sexual Politics of Sickness. In For
Her Own Good: 150 Years of the Experts' Advice to Women. USA: Second ed. Anchor
books, 120-144.

Mosse George L. (2000). "Shell-Shock as a Social Disease", Journal of Contemporary
History, Vol. 35: 1

Dickinson T, Cook M, Playle J, Hallett C. (2012) "'Queer’ treatments: giving a voice to
former patients who received treatments for their ‘sexual deviations’, The Journal of
Clinical Nursing, 21(9-10):1345-54.

Additional Reading Material:
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Abel, E. (1990). "Race, class, and Psychoanalysis? Opening questions". In (eds) M.
Hirsch and E.F. Keller, Conflicts in Feminism, pp. 184-204. NY and London:
Routledge.

Bourke, Joanna (2000). "Effeminacy, Ethnicity and the End of Trauma: The
Sufferings of 'Shell-Shocked' Men in Great Britain and Ireland, 1914-39", Journal of
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Contemporary History, Vol. 35: 1.

Dimen, M. (2002). Deconstructing difference: Gender, Splitting, and Transitional
Space. In Dimen, M. and Goldner, V. (eds.) Gender in Psychoanalytic Space:
between clinic and culture. NY:Other Press.

Kristeva, Julia (1986 [1977]) “Women’s Time”, in Toril Moi (ed.) The Kristeva Reader.
Blackwell: Oxford UK & Cambridge USA. Orig. pub. In French.

Mitchell, J. (1990 [1974]) "Psychoanalysis and Women", in: Claudia Zanardi (ed.)
Essential Papers on the Psychology of Women. NY Univ. Press: NY and London, pp.
331-343
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Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 100 %
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Additional information:
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