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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Human rights feminism and social change - 54259
Last update 13-09-2017

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: gender studies

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof Daphna Golan; Hala Marshood

Coordinator Email: 7ala.md@agmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours: coordinate by phone 02-5881398

Teaching Staff:
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Prof Daphna Golan

Course/Module description:

During the course, we will examine issues of equality between the sexes, feminism
and violence as issues related to human rights the learning will be based on
feminism perceptions of human rights and on the activism towards social change;
We will examine different feminist theories and approaches for analyzing sexual
violence in society in general and in the Israeli and in the Palestinian society in
specific. We will examine the relations between human rights theories and feminist
theories and find educational ways to prevent sexual violence.

Course/Module aims:
The purpose is to combine theoretical knowledge regarding human rights and
feminism while learning from the activism in these two arenas.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Writing a paper combining theoretical knowledge in human rights and feminism
with knowledge drowns from practical experience.

Attendance requirements(%):
Obligatory attendance

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Through Feminist pedagogy that
combines theoretical and academic text learning and reflections of the students in
class.

Course/Module Content:
* Feminist theories
* Between human rights and feminism
* Human rights- between denial and action
» Women and LGBTQ rights
* Feminist research methodologies
» The gap between the legal discourse and the discourse of sexual violence
» Sexual violence against men
» Sex positive approaches
» Women in war and reconciliation
» Women doing peace?
* Palestinian women and social change
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* Cohen, Stanley (2001). States of Denial: Knowing about Atrocities and Suffering.
Cambridge: Polity Press. Pp. ix-xiv (Preface), 1-20 (Chapter 1: The Elementary Forms
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* Merry, Sally Engle (2006). Human Rights and Gender Violence: Translating
International Law into Local Justice. Chicago: University of Chicago Press
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Hooks, Bell (1994).” Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom”.
Routledge, New York.
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* Glick, Elisa. "Sex positive: Feminism, queer theory, and the politics of
transgression." Feminist review 64.1 (2000): 19-45

* Queen, Carol, and Lynn Comella. "The necessary revolution: Sex-positive
feminism in the post-Barnard era." The Communication Review 11.3 (2008):
274-291.
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* http://www.justice.gov.za/trc/special/index.htm#wh

Goldblatt, Beth and Sheila Meintjes. Gender and the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission: Submission to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission ,1996

niw
Gobodo-Madikizela, Pumla. Women's contributions to South Africa's truth and
reconciliation commission. New York: Hunt Alternatives Fund, 2005

McKay, Susan. "Gender justice and reconciliation." Women's Studies International
Forum 23.5 (2000): 561-570

Kusafuka, Ayumi. "Truth commissions and gender: A South African case study."
African Journal on Conflict Resolution 9.2 (2009): 45-67

Graybill, Lyn. "The contribution of the truth and reconciliation commission toward
the promotion of women's rights in south africa." Women's studies international
forum 24.1 (2001): 1-10
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Belenky, Mary Field, Blythe Mcvicker Clinchy, Nancy Rule Goldberger, and Jill
Mattuck Tarule (1997). Women’s Ways of Knowing: The Development of Self, Voice,
and Mind (10th Anniversary Edition). New York: Basic Books. Pp. 23-152, 214-229.

Bhana, Deevia, Naydene de Lange, and Claudia Mitchell (2009). Male Teachers Talk
about Gender Violence: "Zulu Men Demand Respect". Educational Review 61 (1),
pp. 49-62.

Brown, Wendy (2002). Suffering the Paradoxes of Rights. In: Brown, Wendy and
Janet Halley (eds.). Left Legalism/Left Critique, pp. 420-434. Durham: Duke
University Press.

Casey, Erin A. et al. (2013). Context, Challenges, and Tensions in Global Efforts to
Engage Men in the Prevention of Violence against Women: An Ecological Analysis.
Men and Masculinities, published online before print, January 2013,
doi:10.1177/1097184X12472336 .

Cohen, Stanley (2001). States of Denial: Knowing about Atrocities and Suffering.
Cambridge: Polity Press. Pp. ix-xiv, 1-20. nnTj7nn N1 D1 0127021 NNay7

De Lange, Naydene, Claudia Mitchell and Deevia Bhana (2012). Voices of Women
Teachers about Gender Inequalities and Gender-Based Violence in Rural South
Africa. Gender and Education 24 (5), pp. 499-514.

Dunne, Mairead, Sara Humphreys, and Fiona E. Leach (2006). Gender violence in
schools in the developing world. Gender and Education 18 (1), pp. 75-98.

Ensler, Eve (2001). Necessary Targets: A Story of Women and War (New York:
Villard).

Estrich, Susan (1986). Rape. The Yale Law Journal 95 (6), pp. 1087-1184.
Harding, Sandra (1987). The Curious Coincidence of Feminine and African
Moralities: Challenges for Feminist Theory. In: Feder Kittay, Eva and Diana T. Meyers

(eds.). Women and Moral Theory, pp. 296-315. Totowa, NJ: Rowman & Littlefield.

Held, Virginia (1987). Feminism and Moral Theory. In: Feder Kittay, Eva and Diana T.
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Meyers (eds.). Women and Moral Theory, pp. 111-128. Totowa, NJ: Rowman &
Littlefield.

Jasinski, Jana L. (2001). Theoretical Explanations for Violence against Women. In:
Renzetti, Claire M., Jeffrey L. Edleson, and Raquel Kennedy Bergen (eds.).
Sourcebook on Violence against Women, pp. 5-21. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Kolbenschlag, Madonna (1988). Kiss Sleeping Beauty Goodbye: Breaking the Spell
of Feminine Myths and Models. San Francisco, CA: Harper & Row.

Leach, Fiona E. and Claudia Mitchell (eds.) (2006). Combating Gender Violence in
and around Schools. Stoke on Trent: Trentham.

Levitt, Peggy and Sally Engle Merry (2009). Vernacularization on the Ground: Local
Uses of Global Women's Rights in Peru, China, India and the United States. Global
Networks 9 (4), pp. 441-461.

Merry, Sally Engle (2006). Human Rights and Gender Violence: Translating
International Law into Local Justice. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Merry, Sally Engle (2009). Gender Violence: A Cultural Perspective. Oxford: Wiley-
Blackwell.

Merry, Sally Engle, Peggy Levitt, Mihaela Serban Rosen, & Diana H. Yoon (2010).
Law from Below: Women's Human Rights and Social Movements in New York City.
Law & Society Review 44 (1), pp. 101-128.

Oakley, Ann (1997). A Brief History of Gender. In: Oakley, Ann and Juliet Mitchel
(eds.). Who's Afraid of Feminism? Seeing Through the Backlash, pp. 29-55. New
York: The New Press.

Ogundipe-Leslie, '‘Molara (1993). African Women, Culture and Another Development.
In: James, Stanlie M. and Abena P. A. Busia (eds.). Theorizing Black Feminisms: The
Visionary Pragmatism of Black Women, pp. 102-117. London and New York:
Routledge.

Oliver, E., M. Soler and R. Flecha (2009). Opening Schools to All (Women): Efforts to
Overcome Gender Violence in Spain. British Journal of Sociology of Education 30 (2),
pp. 207-218.

Palestinian Non-Governmental Organization Against Domestic Violence Against
Women (Al Muntada) (2007). Crimes of Women's Killing in Palestine in the period
2004-2006. Jerusalem: The author.

Sawa - All the Women Together Today and Tomorrow (2008). Trafficking and Forced
Prostitution of Palestinian Women and Girls: Forms of Modern Day Slavery: A
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Briefing Paper. Jerusalem: The author.

Shalhoub-Kevorkian, Nadera (2009). Militarization and Violence against Women in
Conflict Zones in the Middle East: A Palestinian Case-Study. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Walby, Sylvia (1996). Woman and Nation. In: Balakrishnan, Gopal (ed.). Mapping the
Nation, pp. 235-254. London and New York: Verso.

Walker, Lenore E. A. (2000). The Battered Woman Syndrome (2nd ed.). New York:
Springer Publishing Company.

Films:

* Duma. Director: Abeer Zeibak Haddad, 2011, 55 minutes.
* Maria's Grotto. Director: Buthina Canaan Khoury, 2007, 52 minutes.

Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 10 %
Project work 90 %
Assignments 0 %
Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:
Assignments:

1. Writing a final paper at the end of the year that examines a research question
that arose from one of the issues discussed in class or during the volunteer work in
schools (90% of the grade).

2. Active participation in class (10% of the grade).
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