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Course/Module description:

The course explores the complexity and relativity of concepts of gender and
sexuality, as defined and preformed in different socio-cultural contexts, with
emphasis on Israel.

The basic assumption of the course is that gender identities are constructed by
cultural discourses and practices, that vary across societies and historical periods.
These constructions define hierarchical and oppressive social relations, first and
foremost between men and women, but also between groups of men or between
groups of women, as well as between national and ethnic groups.

We will read formative feminist, post-colonial, homo-lesbian and queer texts. These
texts present critical strategies and concepts that expose and dismantle oppressive
constructions of gender and sexuality, while shaping novel modes of gender
consciousness. We will examine these texts in their historical and philosophical
background. Our discussion will point out advantages and disadvantages of the use
of these concepts in analysis of cultural practices, discourses and artworks. We will
analyze works that pose challenge to oppressive concepts of femininity,
masculinity, heterosexuality, homosexuality, parental and familial structures,
psychosexual development, etc. Our emphasis will be on understanding
constructions of gender and sexuality in Israel, in light of these works and concepts.

Course/Module aims:

Exploring the complexity and the relativity of concepts of gender and sexuality, as
defined and preformed in different socio-cultural manifestations, emphasizing the
Israeli society.

Studying formative texts, thinkers and concepts in the field of gender studies in
various disciplines.

Acquiring critical tools for analysis of oppressive constructions of gender and
sexuality, in various discourses and artworks.

Surveying creative practices that pose challenges and undermine oppressive
constructions of gender and sexuality, while shaping novel modes of gender
consciousness.

Assessing the advantages and disadvantages of the use of these concepts in
analysis

of cultural discourses, arts, performances and practices, in Israel.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
Formulate and explain critical core concepts in the field of gender studies.
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Apply critical concepts and methods to the analysis of various cultural
manifestations.

Critically analyze oppressive constructions of gender and sexuality in texts and
works in various disciplines.

Discern and analyze oppressive constructions of gender and sexuality in the
students lived experience.

Describe and explain the interrelation of gender, race, ethnicity, nationality, social
status etc.

Apply critical concepts and methods to the analysis constructions of gender and
sexuality in Israel.

Analyze practices that pose challenges and undermine oppressive constructions of
gender and sexuality

Attendance requirements(%):

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: ZOOM, multimedia, class
discussion, ongoing reading,discussion of articles read at home, one reading report,
final assignment .

Course/Module Content:

Introduction: dominant trends in feminist thought and core critical concepts.
Oppressive representations and constructions of gender and sexuality in patriarchal
literature and art
Feminism, medicine, psychiatry and psychoanalysis
From one-sex model to two-sex model; The construction of clinical knowledge;
Hysteria and the birth of psychoanalysis; Psychoanalytic feminism
masculinities
femininity and masculinity in Israeli context
Lesbian & gay studies, and Queer theory

Required Reading:
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Ehrenreich, B. and English, D. (2005 [1978]). The Sexual Politics of Sickness. In For
Her Own Good: 150 Years of the Experts' Advice to Women. USA: Second ed. Anchor
books.

Laqueur, Tom (1986) "Orgasm, Generation, and the Politics of Reproductive
Biology", Representations: The Making of the Modern Body: Sexuality and Society in
the Nineteenth Century, 14.
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Abu-Rabia-Queder, Sarab &Naomi Weiner-Levy (2008) " Identity and gender in
cultural transitions: returning home from higher education as ‘internal immigration’
among Bedouin and Druze women in Israel", Social Identities, Vol. 14, No. 6,
November 2008, 665-682

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 70 %
Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports

/ Forum / Simulation / others 30 %

Additional information:
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