i
7T mavn TN

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
GENDER SEXUALITY AND CULTURE - 54229
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HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Lafer Center for Women and Gender Studies

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Ein Karem

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Dorit Ashur

Coordinator Email: Ashur.Dorit@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. Ashur Dorit

Course/Module description:

The course explores the complexity and relativity of concepts of gender and
sexuality, as defined and preformed in different socio-cultural contexts, with
emphasis on Israel.

The basic assumption of the course is that gender identities are constructed by
cultural discourses and practices, that vary across societies and historical periods.
These constructions define hierarchical and oppressive social relations, first and
foremost between men and women, but also between groups of men or between
groups of women, as well as between national and ethnic groups.

We will read formative feminist, post-colonial, homo-lesbian and queer texts. These
texts present critical strategies and concepts that expose and dismantle oppressive
constructions of gender and sexuality, while shaping novel modes of gender
consciousness. We will examine these texts in their historical and philosophical
background. Our discussion will point out advantages and disadvantages of the use
of these concepts in analysis of cultural practices, discourses and artworks. We will
analyze works that pose challenge to oppressive concepts of femininity,
masculinity, heterosexuality, homosexuality, parental and familial structures,
psychosexual development, etc. Our emphasis will be on understanding
constructions of gender and sexuality in Israel, in light of these works and concepts.

Course/Module aims:

Exploring the complexity and the relativity of concepts of gender and sexuality, as
defined and preformed in different socio-cultural manifestations, emphasizing the
Israeli society.

Studying formative texts, thinkers and concepts in the field of gender studies in
various disciplines.

Acquiring critical tools for analysis of oppressive constructions of gender and
sexuality, in various discourses and artworks.

Surveying creative practices that pose challenges and undermine oppressive
constructions of gender and sexuality, while shaping novel modes of gender
consciousness.

Assessing the advantages and disadvantages of the use of these concepts in
analysis

of cultural discourses, arts, performances and practices, in Israel.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
Formulate and explain critical core concepts in the field of gender studies.
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Discern and compare major positions in regard to controversial issues in the field of
gender studies.

Apply critical concepts and methods to the analysis of various cultural
manifestations.

Critically analyze oppressive constructions of gender and sexuality in texts and
works in various disciplines.

Discern and analyze oppressive constructions of gender and sexuality in the
students lived experience.

Describe and explain the interrelation of gender, race, ethnicity, nationality, social
status etc.

Apply critical concepts and methods to the analysis constructions of gender and
sexuality in Israel.

Analyze (and maybe create) practices that pose challenges and undermine
oppressive constructions of gender and sexuality

Attendance requirements(%):

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal, multimedia, class
discussion, ongoing reading,discussion of articles read at home, two reading
reports, final assignment .

Course/Module Content:

Intruduction: dominant trends in feminist thought and core critical concepts.
Sexual politics: oppressive representations and constructions of gender and
sexuality in patriarchal literature and art
The Sexual Politics of Sickness: feminism, medicine, psychiatry and psychoanalysis
From one-sex model to two-sex model; The construction of clinical knowledge;
Hystria and the birth of psychoanalysis; Psychoanalytic feminism
Herstory: Feminine aesthetics and the psychology of women
Lesbian & gay studies, and Queer theory
Gender, Postcolonialism, and Multicultural feminism; The politics of identity; ,
Mizrahi (Oriental) feminism; Palestinian women in Israel.

Israeli masculinities: The zionist body; Mizrahi (Oriental) masculinities; Palestinian
masculinities.

Required Reading:
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Chodorow, J. N. (1990 [1980]) “Gender, Relation, and Difference in Psychoanalytic
Perspective” in: Claudia Zanardi (ed.) Essential Papers on the Psychology of
Women. NY Univ. Press: NY and London, pp. 420-436.

Ehrenreich, B. and English, D. (2005 [1978]) "The Sexual Politics of Sickness". In For

page 4/7



Her Own Good: 150 Years of the Experts' Advice to Women. USA: Second ed. Anchor
books, 111-155.
http://archive.is/sECdm

Martin, Emily (1991) "The Egg and the Sperm: How Science Has Constructed a
Romance Based on Stereotypical Male-Female Roles", Signs, Vol. 16, No. 3, pp.
485-501.

Vostral, Sharra L. (2011) "Advice to Adolescents: Menstrual Health and Menstrual
Education Films, 1946-1982". In: Cheryl Krasnick Warsh (Editor) Gender, Health,
and Popular Culture Historical Perspectives, Wilfrid Laurier Univ. Press, 47-64.

Or:

Komesaroff, Paul A. (1996) "Medicine and the Moral Space of the Menopausal
Woman". In: Paul A. Komesaroff, Philipa Rothfield, Jeanne Daly (eds.) Reinterpreting
Menopause: Cultural and Philosophical Issues. Routledge, pp. 54-76

Additional Reading Material:
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Davis, A. Y. (1999) "l Used to be Your Sweet Mama". In: Blues Legacies and Black
Feminism: Gertrude "Ma" Rainey, Bessie Smith, and Billie Holiday, Vintage Books,
USA, 3-41.

De Marneffe, Daphne (1991) " Looking and Listening: The Construction of Clinical
Knowledge in Charcot and Freud", Signs, Vol. 17, No. 1, pp. 71-111.
http://iupressonline.iupress.org/lfe5a/16

Mcclary, S. (2002) "Sexual Politics in Classical Music". In Feminine Endings: Music,
Gender, and Sexuality. Minneapolis, Minn: The University of Minnesota, pp. 80-111.
Showalter, E. (1985) "Managing Woman's Mind". In: The female malady - women,
madness, and English culture, 1830-1980. Penguin Books, 74-98.

Nochlin, Linda (1989) "Women, Art and Power". In Women, Art and Power and Other
Essays. Westview Press, pp.1-41.
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Caric Ric N (2011) Hideous Monsters before the Eye: Delirium tremens and Manhood
in Antebellum Philadelphia, In: Cheryl Krasnick Warsh (Editor) Gender, Health, and
Popular Culture Historical Perspectives Wilfrid Laurier Univ. Press153-174
Hepworth, Julie & Griffin, Christine (1995) "Conflicting Opinions? 'Anorexia Nervosa',
Medicine and Feminism". In: Wilkinson, Sue& Kitzinger, Celia (Eds.) Feminism and
Discourse : Psychological Perspectives. SAGE, Thousand Oaks, California, USA.
Katzman MA, Lee S (1997) "Beyond Body Image: The Integration of Feminist and
Transcultural Theories in the Understanding of Self Starvation". Int | Eat Disord.;
22(4):385-94.

Kukla, Rebecca (2006) "Ethics and Ideology in Breastfeeding Advocacy Campaigns",
Hypatia, Vol. 21, No. 1, Maternal Bodies, 157-180

Purdy, Laura (2001) "Medicalization, Medical Necessity, and Feminist Medicine",
Bioethics Vol. 15 Number 3, 248-261.

Roberts D. (1996) "Reconstructing the Patient: Starting with Women of Color". In:
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Wolf S (ed.). Feminism and Bioethics, Beyond Reproduction. NY and Oxford: Oxford
Univ.Press, 116-43.

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 85 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 15 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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