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Course/Module description:

The course examines core issues in gender studies: gender and identity; gender
and sexuality; gender, reading and writing; 'feminine' aesthetics; motherhood,
fatherhood and the division of labor within the family; gender, nationalism and
ethnicity; masculinities.

We will survey the different concepts, attitudes and points of controversy about
these issues, as they transform and develop from formative feminist texts to
contemporary ones. The discussion will place the texts in a historical and
philosophical context, indicating shared assumptions and points of conflict in their
positions. We will consider their contributions to the analysis of contemporary
cultural practices, discourses and artworks, and assess the advantages and
disadvantages of the use of these concepts in Israeli contexts.

The course will emphasize the personal and social sense of urgency fueling interest
in the issues under discussion, and the existential ramifications of this interest for
the course's participants.

Course/Module aims:

Exploring and analyzing core issues in gender studies (gender and identity; gender
and sexuality; gender, reading and writing; 'feminine' aesthetics; motherhood,
fatherhood and the division of labor within the family; gender, nationalism and
ethnicity; masculinities).

Exploring and surveying different concepts, attitudes and points of controversy
about these issues.

Re-thinking formative feminist texts that opened the critical discourse about gender
issues, and assessing their contribution the contemporary analysis of gender issues.

Placing the texts in a historical and philosophical background, indicating shared
assumptions and points of conflict in their positions.

Assessing the advantages and disadvantages of the use of these concepts in Israeli
contexts.

Acknowledging the interrelations of the personal and the political implications of the
issues under discussion, and their existential ramifications for the course's
participants.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
Discern, compare and evaluate major positions regarding controversial issues in
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the field of gender studies.

Critically and comparatively analyze attitudes and points of controversy about
gender issues in various disciplines and cultural manifestations

Discern and appreciate the developmental and dialectical interrelations between
pioneer feminist thinkers, practices and concepts and contemporary gender studies.

Discern and analyze both oppressive and undermining attitudes in various gender
issues.

Apply critical concepts and methods to the analysis of various issues of gender that
were not explored directly in the course.

Apply critical concepts and methods to the analysis of various cultural
manifestations that construct gendered attitudes.

Attendance requirements(%):
80%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal, multimedia, class
discussion, ongoing reading,discussion of articles read at home, critical reading
reports,Midterm assignment, final assignment

Course/Module Content:

Introduction: feminist thought and gender studies ; the personal is political, gender
and identity; gender and sexuality; gender, reading and writing; 'feminine'
aesthetics; motherhood, fatherhood and the division of labor within the family;
gender, nationalism and ethnicity; masculinities).
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Clinical Knowledge in Charcot and Freud", Signs, Vol. 17, No. 1, pp. 71-111
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(33) Shapiro, Judith (1991) "Transsexualism: Reflections on the Persistence of
Gender and the Mutability of Sex" In: Epstein, J. and K. Straub (eds.). Body Guards:
The Cultural Politics of Gender Ambiguity. London: Routledge, pp. 248-278

(34) Ehrenreich, B. and English, D. (2005 [1978]). The Sexual Politics of Sickness. In
For Her Own Good: 150 Years of the Experts' Advice to Women. USA: Second ed.
Anchor books, 120-144
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De Marneffe, D. (1991) " Looking and Listening: The Construction of Clinical
Knowledge in Charcot and Freud", Signs, Vol. 17, No. 1, pp. 71-111

Rich, Adrienne (1979 [1971]) "When We Dead Awaken: Writing as Re-Vision”, On
Lies, Secrets, and Silence- Selected Prose. W.W.Norton & Company: NY & London.
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Showalter, E. (1985) "The Rise of the Victorian Madwoman", "Managing Woman's
Mind", The Female Malady - Women, Madness, and English Culture, 1830-1980.
Penguin Books

Silverstein, L. B., & Auerbach, C. F.(1999) "Deconstructing the Essential Father",
American Psychologist, Volume 54: 6.

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 60 %

Assignments 40 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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