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Course/Module description:

The course will address the key questions pertaining to the philosophy of Art
History: What is Art and what are its functions? What are the relations between
aesthetics and taste as reflected by the social political and gender apparatuses
from the Classic era, the Enlightenment and Modernism trough contemporary
discourse. For this purpose four main approaches will be discussed focusing on the
four-fold relationships between the work of art, the artist, the viewer and reality: the
cognitive-classicist approach, the romantic-subjective approach, the emotive
approach, and the institutional theory of art. The last approach, emphasizing the
importance of the viewer as well as the art establishment, will be demonstrated
through discussions in Marxist, Neo-Marxist, Feminist and Post-colonial theories.

Course/Module aims:

The course is designed to provide students with a critical introduction to modern
aesthetics, in order to investigate different ways of writing, reading and researching
art history.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Students who follow the course will gain knowledge and understanding of some
significant approaches to modern aesthetic and enhanced awareness of the
relevance of theory for historical analysis.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Classes will combine informal
lectures, student group work and class discussion

Course/Module Content:
* Aesthetics: Introduction
» The Cognitive Approach: Art as Mimesis
» The Subjective Approach: The Genius and Taste
» The Emotive Approach: Art as Emotional Expression
* Art and Artistic Establishments
» Art and Gender: Feminism and Queer Theory
» Art and the Other: Post Colonialism
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Wallis, Brian (ed.). Art after Modernism: Rethinking Representation. New York, 1999.

Zemach, E. Real Beauty. Penn State University Press, 1997.

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 90 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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