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Course/Module description:

How are "disease" and "health" defined in different cultures? What does care,
recovery, and quality of life mean in different places in the world, and in different
situations? How does gender, ethnic and class inequality affect all of these? And
how does our cultural affiliation, political power relations, and historical processes
affect our approach to moral questions concerning health, such as which patients
should be prioritized in providing urgent care or is it moral to choose to whom we
will not donate a kidney?

In this course, we will touch on these questions, which are part of the fundamental
questions of medical anthropology. Through them we will seek to break down
concepts that may have been taken for granted regarding health and illness,
treatment and recovery. The course is divided into three units: (1) basic concepts in
medical anthropology, (2) health in a social context, (3) the moral economy of
health

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Understand the distinction between disease and illness and discuss its practical
and theoretical implications.
2. Observe processes of medicalization and de-medicalization in society, and
discuss the social dynamics accompanying these processes in an informed manner.
3. Point to the various ways in which such social dynamics as gender, ethnicity,
class etc. influence medical knowledge, medical practice and patient behavior.
4. Make accurate and educated use of the range of terms and concepts frequently
used in the field of medical anthropology.
5. Critically and persuasively analyze various medically-related phenomena from a
medical-anthropological perspective.

Attendance requirements(%):
90

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Classroom lectures, classroom
discussion
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Course/Module Content:
1. Introduction and key concepts
2. Normal/Chronic/Pathological
3. The medicalization of the world/The
militarization of the body
In-class audit (last 20 min of class)
4. Health in a cultural context: Gender
5. Health in a cultural context: Race
6. Health in a cultural context: Poverty
In-class audit (last 20 min of class)
7. Critical bioethics:Triage, the problem of healthcare prioritization
8. Critical bioethics: On dontions and bodily gifts
9. Understanding Big Pharma: Villains or necessary evil?
10. The economic value of life
11. Recap
In-class audit (last 20 min of class)

Required Reading:
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Kleinman, A., & Petryna, A. (2001). "Health: Anthropological Aspects." NJ Smelser
and Paul B., International Encyclopedia of the Social &
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Conrad, P. and Potter, D., 2000. From hyperactive children to ADHD adults:

Observations on the expansion of medical categories. Social problems, 47(4),

pp.559-582.
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Martin, E., 1990. Toward an anthropology of immunology: The body as nation state.
Medical Anthropology Quarterly, 4(4), pp.410-426.
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Scheper-Hughes, N., 1991. Introduction (1-23). In: Death without weeping. Natural
History, 10(89).
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Dumit, J., 2012. Introduction. In: Drugs for life: how pharmaceutical companies
define our health. Duke University Press. 1-26
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Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 70 %

Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 20 %

Additional information:
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