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Responsible Department: Sociology & Anthropology
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Tamar EI-Or

Course/Module description:

The Book of Genesis offers (especially in its first eleven chapters) a comprehensive
cosmology that concern the central issues of human - The meaning of human
existence, the presence of transcendent power, gender relations, language,
entrepreneurship, creativity, the connection to animals, the relation to the inhuman,
the responsibility for ecology, and so on.

Like other stories of origin, the Book of Genesis embraces the "great questions".
questions that the anthropological discipline approaches in terms of academic and
comparative study.

In this course, we will read a close reading of the biblical text in addition to
anthropological articles and articles from various fields in the social sciences, and
on cosmologies from around the world.

The course is an online course consisting of frontal lectures and conversations with
number of guests, including Prof Yair Zackowitz, Prof Zali Gurevich and Dr Ruth
Calderon.

Course/Module aims:

The course introduces students to the science of anthropology through a close
reading of chapters 1-11 in the book of Genesis. Through these, we will become
more familiar with the richness and diversity of our cultural life, as well as the
similarity between many possibilities of living and cultures. During the course, we
will discuss the physical and narrative ways of coping with the challenges of life and
organizing the daily routine.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
* Acquaintance with the history of anthropology
» To recognize the many possibilities in which people tell themselves the world, and
translate their principles into social and cultural life.
» Reflection regarding our lives through examining the lives of others.
» Write reading page about the lessons and the articles in the course
» Write a short paper dealing with an origin story (myth)

Attendance requirements(%):
Watching lessons
Submission of reading papers throughout the semester
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Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Online course with active work
throughout the semester

Course/Module Content:
1. Creation as an act of division and naming
. Chapters 1-11 in Genesis
. Creation of the human race
. Creation by Eve and by Yonah Wallach
. Law and order or acts in heaven
. Deportation and wandering following Cain and Abel
. Cosmologies, mythologies and origin stories
. Anthropology as an origin story
. The History of Man: The Cultural Management of Flesh and Blood
10. Anthropology of kinship and family
11. The story of Noah and the study of disasters.
12. The place of man among living things
13. The Tower of Babel - the human initiative and its limitations
14. One language and the same words: about particularism and universality
15. Summary Lesson - Anthropocene - Are we in the age of man?
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Required Reading:
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Vom Bruck, G., & Bodenhorn, B. 2006. The anthropology of names and naming.
“Entangled in Histories”: An Introduction to the Anthropology of Names and
Naming. Cambridge University Press. Pp 1-31.
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Rogerson, J. W. 1996. Genesis 1-11. Sheffield : Sheffield Academic Press. Pp. 11-17.
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Hodder, 1. (2014). The entanglements of humans and things: A long-term view. New
Literary History, 45(1), 19-36.
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Stanton, E. C. (1993). The woman's Bible. Upne. Pp. 7-13.
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Hirsch, Eric and Macdonald, Sharon. 2007. Introduction, creativity and the passage
of time: History, tradition and the life-course. In Elizabeth Hallam & Tim Ingold
(eds.), Creativity and Cultural Improvisation. Berg. pp. 185-192.
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Simmel, Georg. 1950. The isolated individual and the dyad. In: The Sociology of
Georg Simmel. Wolff, Kurt H (ed). Glencoe, Ill. : Free Press. Pp 118-128, 135-142.
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Malinowski, Bronislaw .1950. “Introduction - The Subject, Method and Scope of this
Inquiry”, in his: Argonauts of the Western Pacific, an account of native enterprise
and adventure in the archipelagoes of Melnaesian New Guinea. London : G.
Routledge & sons, pp. 1-25.

Behar, R., & Gordon, D. A. (Eds.). 1995. Women writing culture. Univ of California
Press. Pp. 1-29.

Clifford, J., & Marcus, G. E. 1986. Writing culture: The poetics and politics of
ethnography. Univ of California Press. Pp. 1-26.
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Evans-Prichard, E.E. 1976. The notion of witchcraft explains unfortunate events. In:
Witchcraft, Oracles, and Magic among the Azande. Oxford: Clarendon press. Pp.
18-32.

Palgi, P. 1973. The socio-cultural expressions and implications of death, mourning
and bereavement arising out of the war situation in Israel. Israel Annals of
Psychiatry & Related Disciplines. Pp. 301-329.
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Parkin, R. (1997). Kinship: The meaning of Kinship. IN:An introduction to basic
concepts. Oxford: Blackwell. Pp 123-132.
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Cohen, E. 2012. Flooded: An Auto-Ethnography of the 2011 Bangkok Flood. ASEAS -
Austrian Journal of South-East Asian Studies, 5(2), 316-334.
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Mullin, M. 2002. Animals and anthropology. Society and Animals, 10(4), 387-394.
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Duranti, A. (Ed.). (2009). Linguistic anthropology: A reader. Conclusion. John Wiley &
Sons. Pp: 331-339.
John, N. A. 2013. Sharing and Web 2.0: The emergence of a keyword. New media &
society, 15(2), 167-182.
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16-27.

Illlouz, E., & John, N. 2003. Global habitus, local stratification, and symbolic struggles
over identity: The case of McDonald's Israel. American Behavioral Scientist, 47(2),
.201-229
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Lewis, s., Mali, A.M. 2015. Defining the Anthropocene. Nature 519, 171-180.
Macmillan Publishers Limited. All rights reserved
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Bierlein, J. F. 1994. Parallel Myths. New York: Ballantine.

- Books.http://www.gly.uga.edu/railsback/CS/CSIndex.html
- http://www.magictails.com/creationlinks.html
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- http://www.planetnana.co.il/mythl16/

Additional Reading Material:
Will be uploaded to the course site

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 75 %

Assignments 25 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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