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HU Credits: 4

Responsible Department: sociology & soc. anthropology

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Yael Berda

Coordinator Email: yvael.berda@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Tuesday 10:30-12:30

Teaching Staff:
Dr. Yael Berda

Course/Module description:
The course presents a set of sociological questions and approaches to the analysis
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of society in Israel. Thus, for example, we will discuss the following issues: What is
the unit of analysis of the course? What is "Israeli society?" How can one define
"Israeliness?" and how can one know it and study it? What are the boundaries of the
unit of analysis called "Israeli society?" how does inequality in Israel look like? Ho
does Israel rate vis-a-vie the world? What can one say about Israel in comparison? Is
Israeli society a monolithic entity or is it composed of various "tribes" and
fragments? Is there "Israeli Culture?" What are the relations between state and
society in Israel? The course will analyze various questions and case studies and will
anchor the discussion in comparative perspective. In addition, the course will
anchor the discussed issues in historical, sociological and political contexts.

Course/Module aims:
1. Introduction with the social-political-cultural history of society in Israel.
2. learning and understanding the structure and culture of Israeli society
3. Learning chosen/selected facets of Israeli society and analyze them in the
context of sociological perspectives and theories while putting an emphasis on socio-
cultural context.
4. Providing the ability to think, analyze and understand historical and current
phenomenon and challenges that are part and parcel of society in Israel.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. Understand, explain, analyze and interpret past and current issues at the heart
of society in Israel. The same goes for social cleavages that cut through society
here.

2. Apply sociological theories to Israel's social, financial, political and cultural reality.

3. Analyze, understand and interpret social processes that take place in Israel and
suggest how they relate to other disciplines and areas.
4. to better understand the context in which the student live in

Attendance requirements(%):
70%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal Teaching

Course/Module Content:
1. Perspective, discourse, point of view,periodization and categorization in
analyzing society in Isarel.
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Theoretical approaches to the study of the society

Ethnicity and Inequality in Israel.

Israeli welfare state.

Sacred times and spaces (on national holidays and beyond).
Religion and religious groups

Migrant workers in Israel.

. Culture in Israel

9. Jerusalem.
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Required Reading:

Aburaiya, Issam. 2004. "The 1996 Split of the Islamic Movement in Israel: Between
the Holy Text and Israeli-Palestinian Context." International Journal of Politics,
Culture and Society, Vol. 17, No. 3: 439-455.

Azaryahu, Maoz. 1996. "Mount Herzl: the Creation of Israel's National Cemetery."
Israel Studies 1(2): 46-74. ereserve.

Bell, Daniel A., and Avner De-Shalit. 2013. "Jerusalem- the city of religion". Pp.
18-55. In

The spirit of cities: Why the identity of a city matters in a global age. Oxsford:
Princeton

University Press.

Levy, Yagil. 2014. "The Theocratization of the Israeli Military." Armed Forces &
Society, 40(2),

269-294.

Masry-Herzalla, Asmahan and Eran Razin. 2014. "Israeli-Palestinian Migrants in
Jerusalem:

An Emerging Middleman Minority." Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 40(7):
1002-1022.

Rabinowitz, Dan. 1997. "In and out of territory" Pp. 178-201 In Grasping Land.
Edited by E. Ben-Ari and Y. Bilu, (ed), NY: SUNY Press. Pp. 178-201. DS 132 G73
Shavit, Ari. 2013 .My promised land: The triumph and tragedy of Israel. Random
House LLC.Pp. 71-98 (Chapter 4: Masada),; 99-134 (Chapter 5: Lydda 1948);
175-200 (Chapter 7: The project, 1967)
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Additional Reading Material:
TBA

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 15 %

Project work 55 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 30 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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